


Heaven on Earth 

Our world has faced another calamitous 
year. Although the number of people 
impacted has disappeared from the front 
pages, COVID-19 has still claimed the lives of 
more than I 1,000 Australians this year. 
Famine in Africa, a war in Europe and natural 
disasters across the globe and at home have 
brought devastating suffering to millions. 

Now, perhaps more than ever, Christians 
must look with the eyes of faith to Jesus 
Christ, the author and finisher of our faith. 
Then we are reminded that God is not 
surprised or defeated by any power or 
circumstance - and is sovereign over time, as 
has been the case from the beginning. 

Christmas is the beautiful story of God 
entering the world in the form of a helpless 
infant bringing hope, love, joy and peace. 
What a wonderfully uplifting story. 
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Reflecting on the Advent themes of hope, 
love, joy and peace leads us to consider 
how we each bring these blessings of the 
Kingdom of God to the world in which we 
live. 

'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.' - Matt 6: I 0 

As we approach the birth of the King of 
Kings, let us renew our commitment to 
working with God to bring those blessings. 

I commend this year's Advent booklet to 
you and hope that it provides both 
refreshment and peace after a challenging 
year. 

The Most Reverend Dr Philip Freier is the 
Archbishop of Melbourne and President 
of Anglican Overseas Aid 
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