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“Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 
the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.”

1 Corinthians 13:5-7, NRSV

As we reach the middle of the year, the challenges 

of 2020 appear to have continued into 2021. Whilst 

Australia has been largely spared, the COVID pandemic 

has now resulted in more than 3.5 million deaths 

globally and almost unprecedented suffering across the 

globe. Our partners in Mozambique, India, and Gaza 

are all living with significant pressures, challenges, 

and suffering in the face of conflict and disease. Other 

partners are also struggling in different ways with the 

ever-present impact and threat of the pandemic. Yet 

amidst these challenging times, we can also see love in 

action. 

Despite the seemingly overwhelming circumstances, 

our partners continue to protect, hope, and persevere 

as they faithfully serve the poor and marginalised in 

their communities. In this issue of Abundance, we look 

at some of the key issues confronting our partners and 

celebrate their ministry of love and service in the midst 

of challenging times. Our partner in Mozambique, The 

Anglican Missionary Diocese of Nampula, continues to 

be a source of light, hope, and healing for those affected 

by the terror occurring in the province of Cabo Delgado. 

Your generous support has enabled further funds to be 

sent to assist their work. We focus on their continuing 

perseverance and work on page 4. 

The conflict in the Middle East resulted in the team at 

the Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza City working tirelessly to 

treat the wounded despite the risk to themselves and 

damage to the hospital and, for some of the team, their 

own properties. We share a brief update on page 10. 

After Tropical Cyclone Harold, the Solomon Islands 

program has continued to focus on protection from 

future emergencies and building resilience amongst 

communities. On page 7, we provide an update on love 

in action as AOA leads international church partners 

in work to improve the 

livelihoods of those at risk. 

Here in Australia, sadly 

we farewelled one of our 

founders, and a great 

friend, Archdeacon Philip 

Newman OAM. Philip exemplified living a life of love and 

perseverance through difficult times. 

The basis of who we are and what we do is the way 

of Christ. Our Bible study in this issue takes an in-depth 

look at the theme of our current Appeal, Protecting the 

Innocent, exploring Jesus’ attitude to children. Our Bible 

study is on page 8. 

The Anglican church is central to the work of AOA, so 

it’s wonderful to share stories from our faithful church 

partners. In this edition, we speak to Father Nick Wallace 

from the Parish of Sorrento & Rye on page 9. In the 

office (and in our homes during lockdown!), we have 

been hard at work preparing for our upcoming DFAT 

accreditation, scheduled for the last quarter of the year. 

This maintains our eligibility to receive funding from the 

Australian Government for many of our projects. 

As we journey through 2021, with its challenges 

and emergencies, we continue to place our hope and 

trust in the Lord. We couldn’t be more thankful for your 

continued support, which enables us to serve the most 

vulnerable around the world. May you be blessed by this 

issue of Abundance.

Love Perseveres 
The Reverend Dr Bob Mitchell AM
CEO, Anglican Overseas Aid

Front cover image: Displaced women and children receive 
essential supplies in Pemba, Mozambique.  

Credit: Anglican Missionary Diocese of Nampula.

All photos in this newsletter are supplied by AOA unless 
 otherwise stated.
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INBRIEF
In April we farewelled a friend, Archdeacon 
Philip Newman OAM

With gratitude, we remember Philip as a man of passion, 

commitment and service, whose love for the Gospel motivated 

him to achieve so much for others throughout his life. Not only a 

founder of our organisation, Philip served on our board for more 

than two decades and was appointed as the first Life Member of 

AOA, in recognition of his outstanding service. 

His dedication and service with Anglican Overseas Aid included 

spearheading the work with orphaned children in Rwanda after 

the genocide. We pay tribute to his life and offer prayers of love 

and support for his family and friends.

A special thank you for the generosity of the 

Australian Priory of the Order of St Lazarus, which 

has donated $17,000 to go towards the work of the 

Spafford Children’s Center in East Jerusalem.  

We are so grateful for their faithful support of our 

work and the work of the Spafford Children’s Center, 

which serves the needs of children who are affected by 

conflict-based trauma. The ongoing Israeli/Palestinian 

conflict impacts children in many ways, leading them to 

develop behavioural and learning challenges. 

The Center works with the children through speech, 

art, play and drama therapy, and helps them gain 

confidence in basic skills such as reading, writing and 

maths. This year the funds are being used to develop 

and upgrade the IT system that the Center uses, much 

needed for the ongoing mission and effectiveness of 

the Center’s overall work and programs.

Thank you to the Order of St Lazarus

AOA participated as a part of The Act Alliance 

delegation to the 65th United Nations Commission on 

the Status of Women (UNCSW), held online from 15-23 

March. 

We believe the church should be involved in the 

conversation on gender, both in Australia and overseas, 

because faith plays such a large part in lives around 

the world and has a powerful voice of influence. 

Belinda Lauria, AOA’s Program Manager, Quality 

and Compliance, presented on the topic of ‘How to 

Challenge and Change a Social Norm’ alongside 

other delegates and faith leaders. The presentation 

discussed how the role of gender is deeply embedded 

in our social norms, and how faith shapes the way we 

think, feel and understand everyday life. 

Around the world, including in Australia, faith shapes 

the way that we engage with each other, and as 

Christians we have the opportunity to be a part of 

positive changes, challenging unjust structures and 

standing against violence.

Faith at the centre of gender equality
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Love in action: Ministering to 
the displaced in Mozambique

In AOA’s Easter Appeal, “Hear Their Cry”, we focused 

on the plight of the people of northern Mozambique 

in the province of Cabo Delgado where civil and 

military conflict has resulted in the devastating loss 

of 2000 lives and mass displacement. It is estimated 

that over 700,000 people have been displaced due 

to the insecurity and violence since 2017 (source: 

International Organisation of Migration).  

On March 24th, local militants aligning themselves to 

the Islamic State (IS) conducted a major attack on the 

northern coastal town of Palma, attacking the police 

station, robbing the town’s banks and attacking homes, 

resulting in the deaths of many civilians. In the following 

days, civilians were killed in the streets and in their 

houses; some of the victims were beheaded. 

Since the attacks at the end of March, the exodus 

from Palma district has continued. Hundreds of 

internally displaced persons (IDPs) arrive daily by 

foot, bus, and boat in Nangade, Mueda, Montepuez 

and Pemba districts, and it is believed that many 

traumatised people are hiding in the nearby forests. 

Many displaced people need psychological support to 

process the trauma and loss they have experienced.    

Of the more than 700,000 IDPs displaced due to 

insecurity in Cabo Delgado, 80% have found refuge 

living with relatives (source: International Organisation 

of Migration). However, this has placed an even 

greater burden on the hosts, themselves often lacking 

adequate food and now experiencing increased living 

densities at a time when both COVID-19 and cholera 

continue to be present in the province. 

Anglican Overseas Aid’s local partner, The Anglican 

Missionary Diocese of Nampula, is already working 

across 90 communities through the Towards Abundant 

Life project and continues to respond as best it can in 

the crisis affected communities. 

AOA sent $10,000 from our Rapid Response 

Emergency Fund earlier this year to provide critically 

needed supplies as the Diocese works to support 

Internally Displaced People (IDP’s) in the Cabo 

Delgado province. These funds were used to provide 

immediate relief to the vast numbers of displaced 
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Bottom left and above left: Displaced children line up to receive masks and essential supplies in Pemba, Mozambique.   
Above right: Displaced women receive food supplies from Muassite, the Mission Director at the Anglican Missionary Diocese of Nampula.  

Photo credit (all photos): Anglican Missionary Diocese of Nampula.

people seeking refuge in the provincial capital of Pemba. 

With support from the Australian Government through 

the Australian NGO Cooperation Program (ANCP), AOA 

has been able to direct a further $20,000 to the Diocese. 

These funds have been used to further build resilience in 

the 28 program communities that are hosting IDPs from 

Cabo Delgado. 

Local Adeptos (project community workers) and church 

leaders undertook a needs assessment and identified 

that most local families are hosting at least one or two 

additional families within their compound. Most families are 

staying under an open but roofed structure offered by their 

host or where there is room, all sleeping inside the hut on 

mats. Some families who have mosquito nets use them at 

night to protect young children and pregnant women.

There is a great shortage of food and a need for water 

treatment. The available water points in the communities 

are always crowded and the water not safe for drinking. In 

addition to the physical needs of shelter, food and water, 

the trauma has left many people in need of psycho-social 

support.

To tackle these two areas of need (physical and 

psycho-social), local emergency committees have 

been established in each of the 28 communities. The 

emergency committees are comprised of local community 

and religious leaders, together with representatives of 

women, youth and people living with a disability. The 

groups work to ensure internally displaced people are 

well received in the community and assisted without 

discrimination. Group members have been trained on 

vulnerability assessment which assists them as they use 

a questionnaire when visiting each family to assess their 

situation. This means that assistance can be carefully 

targeted to those in greatest need. When aid is delivered, 

a family representative is selected who must sign for 

items received.

To assist with food, local families are sharing their land 

to create kitchen gardens, and the Anglican diocese 

has established a demonstration farm for community 

members to visit, learn and replicate the practices in 

their home compound. The establishment of agricultural 

skills training is designed to not only help local and 

WINTER 2021                                                                                                                                               LIFE. ABUNDANTLY. FOR ALL.  
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internally displaced people in the short term but support, 

encourage and inspire lasting agricultural change 

that will assist with reliable access to food. The local 

emergency committees and Equipas de Vida (church-

based volunteers translating as ‘Teams of Life’) are 

assisting the most vulnerable families by providing seeds 

and their kitchen garden and access water for the plants. 

Local Adeptos (project staff) are providing hygiene 

training including the correct treatment of drinking water 

to reducing water-borne diseases. The importance of 

using mosquito nets for children and pregnant women 

is also being communicated where families can access 

nets. 

Psycho-social support is a critical need. The Christian 

Council of Churches in Mozambique (CCM) has been 

working with religious leaders in Cabo Delgado and 

Nampula through Peace clubs, where both Muslim 

and Christian religious leaders are trained to counsel 

families on trauma and shock. Local Anglican priests 

and catechists are conducting pastoral visits to assist 

traumatised families and give them a message of hope.

The Rev. Claudina Cabral, a key leader in the Diocese 

of Nampula, has been working with all the other priests, 

Mothers Union members, and catechists from Cabo 

Delgado to engage and help traumatised families 

share their stories. All the diocesan priests and zonal 

catechists have also been trained on child protection 

and safeguarding policies. 

Across the 28 communities, 6,720 people will be 

directly supported by this additional program. 

AOA acknowledges the support of the Australian 

Government through the Australian NGO Cooperation 

Program (ANCP) in supporting the internally displaced 

people of Cabo Delgado. 

We are so thankful that so many of our faithful 

supporters did “Hear Their Cry” and contributed through 

prayer and donations to support our brothers and sisters 

in northern Mozambique. Your commitment enabled a 

further $40,000 to be sent to continue the support of 

the physical, psycho-social, and spiritual needs of these 

traumatised communities.

Above: Families seeking safety in the city of Pemba, where they are being hosted by family and friends. They have received food, water 
purifiers and hygiene supplies from the Anglican Missionary Diocese of Nampula. Photo credit: Anglican Missionary Diocese of Nampula.
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The Towards Abundant Life program in 
Mozambique is supported by the Australian 

Government and donations from the Australian 
public through the Australian NGO Cooperation 

Program (ANCP). 

We are proud to partner with the Australian 
Government in delivering this program.

Money sent from our Rapid Response 
Emergency Fund to support those impacted is 

funded by your generous donations. 
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The COVID-19 Response in the Solomon Islands is 
funded through the Australian Government through 

the Australian Humanitarian Partnership (AHP).

As the world deals with rounds of COVID-19 

lockdowns, impacting both rich and developing 

countries, the Solomon Islands seems to have been 

spared the worst, not having recorded any large 

community outbreaks. Thankfully their border closures, 

quarantine and quick response to a few cases has 

helped keep it in check.  However, the flow-on impacts 

of these policies have seen significant economic 

hardships as the Solomon Islands isolates itself from 

the world. One such impact has been the reliable 

access to food.

Last year saw a mass exodus of people from the 

capital city of Honiara to their home communities. 

Without any formal social safety net initiatives (like 

the Australian JobKeeper scheme) people have 

been forced to rely on their family and communities 

to support them with food and shelter when they lost 

their jobs when tourism, hospitality and many other 

businesses closed down. In addition to reduced 

incomes, limited imports and exports (also due to the 

pandemic) have severely strained communities’ abilities 

to provide sufficient levels. This has forced people to 

simply rely on their home gardens. 

Anglican Overseas Aid has been working with a 

number of local Solomon Islands partners to tackle 

this issue through Australian Government’s Australian 

Humanitarian Partnership COVID-19 Response 

program.  In October 2020 AOA facilitated a workshop 

bringing together a number of church partners to 

design a coordinated and collaborative response to 

food security, with the objective to share resources and 

knowledge. This ensured the collective reach of the 

Church in Solomon Islands, so remote communities are 

provided with the resources that they need to minimise 

the impacts of not having reliable access to food.

Drawing on experienced agricultural experts, 

AOA’s partners have been training up volunteers in 

sustainable agriculture, focussing on areas such as 

good soil management, pest control, plant nurseries, 

poultry raising, harvesting and sales management. 

Throughout 2021 AOA partners have been rolling out 

key activities, including establishing plant nurseries 

across multiple provinces, developing poultry farms 

and nurseries in rural training centres and schools, 

distributing seeds and agricultural tools and training 

community members in best practice organic farming. 

These are providing knowledge and equipment crucial 

to improving the resilience of remote communities and 

greatly reducing the impact of COVID-19 on them.

Food and resilience during 
COVID in the Solomon Islands

Bottom left: Church partners workshop together to map out activities ensuring that remote communities receive the supplies they need.  
Bottom right:  The team inspects the harvest made possible by the program. Photo credit: Anglican Church of Melanesia, Solomon Islands.
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BACKGROUND
 It is children who often teach us how to live. Jesus 

highlighted them as examples to be followed. Children 

are vulnerable, naturally full of wonder, energy and 

trust. Through their vulnerability, they exude humility 

and call us to be the most loving we can be. It brings 

out the nature of Christ in us.

When Jesus taught, people would sometimes bring 

their children to him, asking him to bless them. The 

disciples didn’t like that and pushed them away. Jesus’ 

message was important, they weren’t.

Jesus though was indignant at the disciples’ attitude 

towards children. He was indignant because he loved 

children and saw them as equal to adults.

Jesus’ talk of what the kingdom of God is like was 

completely opposite to the prevailing expectation of his 

time. Many people had been waiting in expectation for 

the kingdom of God to be established, a lot of them 

through a violent overthrow of the Romans. However,  

Jesus is saying that if we want to be part of what he is 

about, we need to become like children. 

Protecting the innocent
BIBLE STUDY

APPLICATION
Think of any children you know, whether they be your own or someone else’s. List some of the characteristics 

of those children. Think particularly about which of the characteristics that you see in them are Christlike. See the 

good in them and talk amongst your group about specific things you can do to imitate them in their attitudes and 

behaviours.

BIBLE READING
“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; 

for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 

belongs.”     Mark 10:14 (NRSV)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What are some words that come to mind for you when you think of little children?

2. Think of a time in your life when children came to you and needed help when you were busy. What was your 

response? 

3. Next time a child comes to you, commit yourself to respond like Jesus did. How can you bless a child?

REFLECTION
We live in a world where children’s voices are still not 

heard and respected as they should be. Jesus however, 

identified so closely with children that he equated 

welcoming them with welcoming him. Jesus served 

children, and we are to serve them.

In situations of poverty, and when emergencies strike, 

children are the most vulnerable. They are often abused 

and exploited. The heart of God is always for the weak 

and vulnerable. It is no surprise then that Jesus would 

welcome little children with open arms, just like he 

welcomed and dined with ‘sinners’ and other outcasts in 

society. 

Jesus does not mince words when it comes to the 

care and love of children. When talking about those who 

mistreat anyone who is outcast, he even said it would 

be better for that person to have a millstone tied around 

their neck and they be thrown into the sea! 

Children are to be listened to and shown that they are 

loved beyond measure. We are to care for them with 

humility and learn from them in their Christlike wonder 

and awe at life. Children often respond without inhibition 

and fear to what is around them. They don’t have the 

baggage that tends to weary us in adult life. 

The next time we encounter children, let’s behold their 

wonder and how they respond to the beauty of life. Let’s 

try to have their attitude, because as we do so, we will 

be adopting the attitude of Jesus himself.
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Father Nick Wallace smiles broadly as he opens 

the door and greets me. The vicar of the Anglican 

Parish of Sorrento and Rye is a sprightly figure who 

instantly makes you feel at ease as he engages you in 

conversation.

Nick has been at the Parish for eight years. He is the 

vicar of St Andrew’s in Rye and St John’s in Sorrento, 

as well as the surrounding region, which includes 

Portsea, Blairgowrie, Tootgarook, St Andrew’s Beach, 

and Rye and Sorrento themselves.

Partnering with churches is core to our work at 

AOA, and the Sorrento and Rye Parish has been 

supporting us for more than 25 years. It is a Parish that 

is participating with us on a journey of discipleship to 

explore issues of global poverty alleviation as part of 

what it means to follow Jesus.

So, what is it that encourages a Parish to support this 

work, and that of AOA in particular? When we put this 

question to Nick, his response made a lot of sense.

“When we have our Parish meetings…we like to 

support the Anglican Church in its various forms. 

People living on the Mornington Peninsula are quite 

aware of global issues. And of course, COVID-19 has 

brought that even more to people’s attention,” he said.

Nick is a great student of early church history, and 

this clearly inspires him in his work with the Parish. 

“People in the church have a concern for the needy, 

both at home and overseas. They and I see it as part 

of our Christian walk. We see this in the early church, 

with Paul and Barnabas being aware of their brothers 

and sisters in Christ elsewhere. Our walk with Jesus 

requires us to assist other people in their need.”

When you have your own passion for global issues, it 

quickly becomes infectious. For someone like Nick, that 

passion is closely linked to our work.

“I am very interested in the land of Palestine and 

Israel and what is happening there,” he said. “I have 

visited the Ahli Arab Hospital [which AOA supports]. 

And when you have a passion for these issues, you 

can’t just keep it to yourself. Then you can galvanise 

those passions into something wider,” he says, referring 

to his influence on his Parish.

In AOA’s experience, we see great gain through our 

relationships with churches. Nick himself says that, 

“One of the things we appreciate as a church is that we 

can have a personal relationship with AOA. We receive 

a lot of mail that we cannot respond to in its entirety. 

So, to have that personal relationship where a member 

of AOA can visit us, is extremely valuable and has a 

tremendous impact.”

For AOA and our relationship with Anglican churches, 

we wouldn’t have it any other way. 

A 25-year partnership
Anglican churches are a lifeline for Anglican Overseas Aid. We literally could not do our 
work without their generous support. In this feature, Father Nick Wallace, Vicar at the 
Anglican Parish of Sorrento and Rye, talks about the reasons the Parish supports our work.

Below: Father Nick Wallace stands outside of St Andrew’s in Rye.

By Nils von Kalm, Church and Community Engagement Coordinator
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The heartbreaking impact of 
violence in Gaza

The disaster happening in Gaza 

and Israel in recent times has been 

heartbreaking. Anglican Overseas Aid 

laments any loss of life, and so we 

rejoice that the current ceasefire is 

holding (at the time of writing this article).

It has been a horrific time for our friends 

and partner in Gaza. For AOA and our 

supporters, this is especially troubling as 

our long-term partner, Ahli Arab Hospital, 

is based in Gaza City. Our Women’s 

Health and Wellbeing program with the 

hospital works to improve the lives and 

health of local women with a focus on 

the screening, treatment and counselling 

related to breast cancer. 

In response, AOA has released money 

from our Rapid Response Emergency 

Fund to help in the recovery process. 

At the time of the bombings, we were 

in contact with Mahmoud Elhendy, the 

Head of Development Programs at the 

hospital. He told us that, 

“The situation here is so difficult.  Jets 

are shelling everywhere. We did not 

sleep last night. My children cannot sleep 

due to the continuous airstrikes and we 

have packed bags in case we need to 

evacuate quickly. Fire, destruction, fears, 

tears, crying, deaths everywhere. The 

hospital staff are safe so far, although 

some have had minor damage to their 

homes. Please do pray for us. We really 

need your prayers.”

The bombings in both Israel and 

Gaza happened in civilian areas. 

The healthcare system in Gaza was 

overwhelmed and there are severe 

shortages of basic medical supplies, 

medicine and blood for transfusions. 

Bombs also fell near Ahli Arab Hospital 

and blew out some windows. The hospital 

is still open though, trying desperately to 

serve its usual patients and cope with the 

arrival of bombing casualties. It recently 

opened a new surgery ward to treat the 

wounded. 

Please continue to pray for peace in the 

region. It is needed now more than ever.

AOA has released money 
from our Rapid Response 

Emergency Fund to support 
the recovery process for the 

Ahli Arab Hospital. This is 
funded by your generous 

donations.  

Our Women’s Health and 
Wellbeing program in 

Gaza is supported by the 
Australian Government 
and donations from the 

Australian public through the 
Australian NGO Cooperation 

Program (ANCP).

Below: Buildings damaged 
by the military strikes have 

included residential buildings. 
Credit: Ahli Arab Hospital
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Below: Women in the Baraka group learn bead-working skills from 
Bernadette. Photo credit: Anglican Church of Kenya

A group of ladies in the rural traditional pastoralist town 

of Lekiji, Kenya, have formed a group named Baraka 

(Blessing). The group was formed to explore economic 

opportunities after participating in Strength-Based 

Approach (SBA) training. This type of training helps 

people to see, use and grow strengths, abilities and 

assets that they already have. 

Baraka is a group for women to come together and 

pool resources so that they can save money, learn new 

skills and start a business. At first, they learnt about how 

to manage their money, each member contributing a 

small amount every month, which enabled them to open 

a bank account to finance activities. Since then, they 

have been trained in small farming activities to establish 

kitchen gardens for better nutrition, poultry farming and 

bead-work. The bead-work has proven very popular, 

attracting people from surrounding areas and ranches. 

The trainings and regular group meetings not only 

promote economic resilience for the women; they 

also provide an opportunity to come together to learn 

about health and safety, and to support each other 

in challenging circumstances.  Recently, bead-work 

training was run by a Community Health Volunteer 

(CHV), Bernadette. While teaching women bead-work 

skills, she has also been educating women and men on 

COVID-19 prevention and encouraging women to come 

forward if they or someone they know experiences 

family violence. 

The women in the group are grateful for the trainings 

that they have received, as it has helped them gain a 

level of independence and self-reliance that they didn’t 

have before. Women in these communities are usually 

reliant on their husbands and often don’t have much 

say in household matters. With the opportunity to earn 

money, women are also having more of a say in the 

running of their homes, and that is giving them a voice 

within their community and the confidence to ask for 

help if they are being harmed. 

Beads of hope in Lekiji, Kenya

The Imarisha Maisha program in Kenya is supported by the 
Australian Government and donations from the Australian public 
through the Australian NGO Cooperation Program (ANCP). 

We are proud to partner with the Australian Government in 
delivering this program.
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I’d like to donate $________ as a one-off donation, or

I’d like to give $________ monthly by Credit Card 

 

 

I’d like to pay by:

Cheque (payable to Anglican Overseas Aid)

Visa        Mastercard        Amex

        I would like to know more about leaving a gift in my will  
        to AOA.

Anglicord ABN 39 116 072 050. Donations of $2 and over are tax-deductible. Your donation will be directed 
to our general fund that allows us to support our projects and emergency work around the world.   

Anglican Overseas Aid is a member of
Please return to: PO Box 389, Abbotsford, VIC 3067
Freecall: 1800 249 880   |   Fax: 03 9495 6891   
Donate securely online: www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

Donation Details

Payment Details 

Address Details

Title: Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss / Other: ____________

First Name: _________________Surname: _____________

Address: ________________________________________

Suburb: _________________________________________

State: ______________________Postcode: _____________

Tel: _____________________________________________

Help us to reduce costs by giving us your email: 
  I’d like my receipts by email

Email: ___________________________________________

Anglican Overseas Aid respects your privacy in accordance with the Australian Privacy Principles. 
Please tick this box if you do not want to receive further mailings from us. 

Card Number:  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Expiry Date: ___ / ___        CVV No:  ___________________

Name on Card: ___________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________
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