A Radical Advent
An Advent Reflection

A Radical Advent
Advent is a season in our church calendar
of grateful reflection, prayer and study as we
celebrate the first coming of Christ and as
we await and prepare for the second coming
of our Lord.
Today the traditional focus on the
incarnation with joy and celebration –
with nativity plays, Advent calendars and
candles, and family get-togethers – has
been increasingly joined by secular and
commercialised activities, yet Christians
still reflect on and rejoice at the mystery of
Christ’s birth. And there is much more to
Christmas than happy reminiscing about
the baby Jesus. Advent is also a time of
spiritual preparation and expectation of the
divine judgement.

This season, it is timely for Anglican
Overseas Aid (AOA) to explore some of
the more radical implications of Advent
that provide inspiration and encouragement
for its work. In practical ways it tries to
give expression to the way of life called for
by God and our expectation of the second
coming of Christ. Advent themes of hope,
love, joy and peace are integral to AOA’s
programs in communities around the world
facing real hardship and challenges. Let’s all
take the opportunity to reflect more deeply
on the meaning of Advent.
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radical and inclusive agenda of justice. The
birth of her son Jesus is set firmly in this
context. Then we wrestle with the amazing
news of Jesus entering into his own creation.
After that, we contemplate the beginnings of
Christianity as a truly global movement, and
finish off by considering how God’s presence
in Jesus offers a true and lasting peace.

We sincerely hope that Advent will be a time
of rich contemplation for you. Please use this
booklet to help stimulate your own thinking
and prayer. Whoever you are, and whatever
your particular context, we hope Christmas
will be a wonderful blessing for you. As you
reflect through this radical Advent, may the
coming of the Christ child light your way
and forever warm your heart!

From all of us at AOA, we wish you a blessed,
radical Advent and Christmas.

Mary’s Manifesto - Radical hope
The astounding news about the Messiah to
be born is delivered not to kings or priests
or to the rich and famous. It is first revealed
to an unmarried teenage woman in a very
male-dominated society. Now that’s radical!
Later, when the pregnant Mary meets with
Elizabeth, she cannot contain herself and she
bursts into song. Her Magnificat anticipates
the transformation of the whole world
through the Messiah she carries. Mary’s
words include the stunning proclamation
that: “The proud will be brought low, and
the humble will be lifted up; the hungry will
be fed, and the rich will go without (Luke
1:51–53).” Her child Jesus will stand in this
powerful tradition of prophetic justice.
Looking further beyond the tinsel, the season

of Advent reveals God’s deep affinity for the
poor and marginalised. The shepherds in the
field were an underclass of poor labourers
who were forced to graze their animals in
the marginal hill country of Judea. Yet they
are the ones selected by God to be the first
group to behold the infant Jesus. And the
obscure little town of Bethlehem will be
forever honoured as his birthplace.
•

Why do these details matter? Have we neglected
some of these aspects of the Christmas story?

•

How can we better reflect God’s affinity
with the poor and the lowly in our Christmas
celebrations?

•

How could we be more radically inclusive and
welcoming this Christmas?

“He has brought down the powerful from
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly.”
Luke: 1:52
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The committed Author - Radical love
Great authors and painters are highly
committed to their work. Jesus, who made
everything that ever was made, takes things
to another level. Jesus the Word enters his
own creation! This makes good sense; Jesus
was familiar with its intent and design from
the beginning. And who could be better
placed to redeem Creation than the one who
made it all in the first place?
God becoming human is a very radical idea.
According to the Greeks, the gods kept
their distance from this material and mortal
world. Our God doesn’t. He loves us, and his
creation far too much for that!
Humbling himself, Jesus becomes human,
enters the world, and is given the title

‘Immanuel’ which means ‘God with us.’
As one of us, Jesus can have an authentic
solidarity with all humans. Jesus will grow
to understand our trials and tribulations,
and temptations too, and will show us
what true humanity looks like. Now that’s
commitment!

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us.”
John 1:14

Reflect:
•

Read the first five verses of John’s Gospel. What
is especially distinctive about this Advent
reading?

•

Read Philippians 2: 5-11. How do these verses
speak to us in Advent?

•

God becoming human is called the Incarnation.
In what ways can you incarnate the love of God
within your own community?
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A global movement - Radical joy
The promised Messiah was foretold through
ancient prophets, and Jesus was born in
Bethlehem nearly 2,000 years ago.
Matthew’s Gospel brings us the marvellous
story of the Magi coming to Bethlehem.
This episode hints at God’s desire to bless all
peoples. Mysterious visitors, from another
country and religious tradition, manage to
track down the Christ-child through the
stars. When they locate him, they bow down
in joyful adoration and worship. Laying
down their treasures before him, they
appear to adorn a new kind of temple. This
wonderful story foreshadows God’s hope for
the gentiles or non-Jews. In the centuries
since then, people from many cultures and
places have found a real joy in knowing

Jesus, the object of their hearts’ desire.

“On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary,
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.”

Matthew 2:11

A curious feature of the Magi story is that
nature itself co-operates in announcing the
birth of Jesus, and in leading people to him.
Christians believe that God continues to
call people to himself. The wise seek him
still, and choose to follow his light. Do we?

Reflect:
•

Read again the story of the Magi in Matthew
2. What is the most striking aspect for you?

•

How did you discover the joy of knowing
Christ? Give thanks!

•

Christianity is growing very rapidly in the
developing world, but declining in Europe,
North America and Australia. Why do you
think this is the case?
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The liberating anchor - Radical peace

T

he prophet Isaiah ascribes to Jesus the
title, among others, of Prince of Peace.
The Christian concept of peace is not the
absence of conflict. It is deeper and more
enduring. At its heart is the overriding
assurance of God’s loving presence through
all manner of circumstances. God-in-Christ
comes to us at Christmas. In fact, God
is always present to us. John the Baptist
reminds us that Jesus is the one who comes
to baptise us, not with water, but with God’s
own Holy Spirit.

perfect peace of living in God’s eternal and
loving presence.

•

Read Colossians 3:12-17. If Jesus comes to
bring peace, how can we bring peace to others
this Christmas?

Scripture tells us that in the future Jesus
will also return to this earth. When this
happens God will make his home with his
people, and there will be no more mourning,
or crying, or death or pain. This will be the

•

Think of a difficult experience when you have
felt God’s presence with you. Reflect on what
the peace of God really meant.

•

Does it matter to you that Jesus is coming
again? Why/why not?

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favours!”
Luke 2:14

When we look into the manger what do we
see? A baby? The saviour of God’s people?
The One reconciling all things to himself ?
Jesus represents humans to God, and God
to us, in an indissoluble bond of love.

Reflect:
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A blessing in the Holy Land
While it was hard for Mary to find a place
to rest when it came time for her to give
birth, the Ahli Arab Hospital is an oasis
of hope and welcome in the Holy Land. It
receives all women without discrimination.
This Anglican-owned hospital has operated
for more than a century in Gaza City.
AOA funds a program that provides breast
screening and breast cancer treatment for
disadvantaged women, and social outreach
to address stigma in this very difficult and
tense environment.
AOA’s program is now the largest provider
of mammography services in the whole of
the Gaza Strip – which has a population of
about 2 million people. Gazan women with
breast cancer have notably poor outcomes.
Early detection is the key to improving

survival rates. We would love your support
in helping us to continue this vital work.
Help us save a life this Christmas!

Pray:
Lord,
You are the lamp for our feet and the light for our
path.
As we make our sacred journey on this path towards
you, fill us with your love to walk alongside others,
particularly those who struggle on the way.
Give us humility and grace as, together, we follow you
to the promised land of freedom, justice and peace for
all people.
Amen
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Advent is a time of intentional reflection on
the coming of Christ into the world. It is
a time when many people think about the
traditional themes of hope, love, joy and
peace. This year’s booklet uses this lens to
explore some of the more radical and farreaching implications of Advent. There is so
much to celebrate as we focus our attention
on the profound love of God-in-Christ.

the whole world. This is reflected in our
work which aims to achieve greater health,
prosperity, opportunity and dignity for all
people. Advent is a wonderful time to think
about the surpassing love of God as Jesus
comes into the world. Please join with us as
we welcome our Saviour, and stand with us
in awe at the hope and the inspiration He
brings.

At Anglican Overseas Aid we are a
Christian organisation that recognises
God’s heartfelt desire to reconcile and renew

Find out more at: www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au or call us on 1800 249 880

