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Annual General Meeting, we honoured the
s another Christmas and New Year has
incredible contribution to our organisation
come and gone, we are again thankful
of Beth Hookey, the very first Executive
for Christ coming into the world. The past
Officer of Anglican Overseas Aid. You can
year has been a tumultuous one for the
read the citation for her on pages 4-5. We
world, so to be reminded of the hope we
also introduced two new Board members,
have in Christ is more important than ever.
Dr. Robin Ray, who is a wonderful
Our recent Advent reflection booklet
Ambassador for us in northern Queensland,
attempted to express this hope that the
and Bishop Paul Barker. We also expressed
world needs. It focused on the fact that the
our gratitude to Denise Nichols, who has
presence of Christ is always with us. It is
provided (and still provides!) extraordinary
past, present and future.
commitment and support to us. You can also
In our work over the past six months
read more about these wonderful people on
we have been confronted with the reality
pags 4-5.
of a changing climate, the terror faced by
In November we were also fortunate to
the Rohingya refugees, and just prior to
host a delegation of partners from Kenya.
Christmas, the flare-up of tensions again in
They were here to receive training as part
the Middle East. All of these things affect
of the Australian Government’s Australian
people in the communities with whom
Award Fellowship. You can read about
we work. We have the easier job here of
their visit and their work with the Anglican
reporting on these tragedies, however they
Church of Kenya on pages 8-9.
are the ones who are forced to live with the
A large focus of our work over the past
consequences of what is happening on the
year has been on responding to emergencies
ground.
around the world.
It is within this
On page 11 you can
context of us reporting
While we may be physically read updates on our
on these situations
responses to the terrible
that you continue to
removed from what is
famine engulfing East
support our work. Our
happening in countries
Africa, as well as
Spring Appeal last year
where we work, your
report backs on the
raised more than we
had budgeted for, and
support is making a tangible situation facing people
in Syria. We also look
our Christmas Appeal
difference there.
at the experiences of
brought in many more
the displaced Rohingya
generous donations.
people in Myanmar.
While we may be
Finally, on page 10 we have our Bible
physically removed from what is happening
study. This time our study looks at the story
in countries where we work, your support
of Joseph interpreting the dreams of Pharaoh
is making a tangible difference there.
in Genesis 41, and what this says about our
Every donation adds up. You are making a
God and what we can learn about preparing
difference for God’s kingdom!
for disasters.
One of our features in this issue of
Throughout these past months we have
Abundance is that of climate change and its
seen the goodness of God in our midst. As
effects in the Pacific. That part of the world
we prepare for this new year, our prayer is
is a focus of ours for the next five years,
that you will know the love of this God who
and our partners are hard at work to combat
has a special place for the poor.
the effects of a changing climate, which are
We hope you had a meaningful and
already being felt in places like Vanuatu and
special Christmas and a safe New Year.
Solomon Islands. You can read about our
Thank you so much again for your support.
work in the Pacific on pages 6-7.
We hope you get a lot out of this issue of
We have also had much to celebrate in
Abundance.
the last six months. In November at our
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INBRIEF

Less is More:
A Lenten Reflection
With Lent starting early this
year, we are pleased to
announce the publication of
our Lenten Reflection booklet
for 2018. The booklet looks at
the themes of Connections,
Generosity, and Service from
the perspectives of ‘More’ or
‘Less’. For example, in our
busy lives, what does more
generosity look like, and
what does less generosity
look like? Each reflection is
also supported by a selection
of Lenten practices, such
as practicing slowness, or
replacing consumption with
contemplation.

The booklet is available at
no charge, in either English,
Mandarin Chinese or Dinka.
They make ideal resources
for personal or small group
reflection.
If you would like to
order copies for your own
reflections, use in a small
group, or for distributing
at church, please call 1800
249 880 or email aoa@
anglicanoverseasaid.org.
au.
A pdf version can be
downloaded from our website
at www.anglicanoverseasaid.
org.au

ANGLICAN OVERSEAS AID
WELCOMES A NEW
STAFF MEMBER
We are delighted to welcome
Kylie Wingjan to our International
Programs Team. Kylie has more than
a decade’s experience in professional
development practice and program
management, working closely with
partners and communities in Africa,
South and S.E. Asia. Prior to joining
Anglican Overseas Aid, Kylie worked
with a similar sized Christian aid
and development agency where she
developed her passion for building community capacity and resilience
around child rights and protection. Kylie also brings corporate
experience in the areas of people, culture and learning, which firmly
underpins her strongly relational approach and commitment to
transformational community development.

SPREADING OUR MESSAGE AT THE
JUSTICE CONFERENCE
We were proud to be a partner at The Justice Conference, held at
Melbourne Town Hall, in late October. We joined with many other
justice-focused agencies to support the annual event. Many people
came to our stand, engaging us in stimulating conversation about
what it means as a Christ-follower to care for people living in poverty.
We were also privileged to hear from people like Lisa Sharon
Harper, Ken Wytsma, Michael Frost and Dr Mick Pope. The
conference was wonderfully enriching and challenging.
We are thankful to everyone who came to speak with us. It was
wonderful to spend time with you. Check out the Justice Conference
website to find out more and to register for next year: http://www.
thejusticeconference.com.au/
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Sharing our vision
Since the publication of the last Abundance, our team has been busy
getting out and about. One of the highlights was the visit to Melbourne
by our long-term partner in Ethiopia, Valerie Browning. It was great to
host an event for her at St Michael’s Anglican Church in North Carlton.
She spoke to over forty people about her work and experiences of
living in the Afar region of Ethiopia for the last 30 years.
We were also sponsors of the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne
Conference on Missional Leadership in the 21st Century. Our CEO,
Bob Mitchell, led a workshop looking at what we can learn from the
church in the developing world, specifically focusing on Mozambique.
Later in the year, we exhibited at the General Synod for the first time,
as well as the Melbourne Synod.
At the same time that General Synod was on, our Marketing and
Communications Manager, Brian Holmes, was in the Diocese of
Newcastle, sharing with the Anglican Women of Newcastle about
our work in Palestine. His particular focus was on breast cancer
awareness and diagnosis at the Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza, and
Brian was able to share his experiences and photographs from a
recent visit to the region.

ANNUAL REPORT
PUBLISHED
For many, the thought of
reading an Annual Report is not
captivating. However, annual
reports are a great way of
knowing what an organisation is
doing, and how it is spending the
money given to it.
Our Annual Report for 2017
is now available, both in paper
and digital formats. We would
urge you to have a look, and find
out what we have been doing
during the last financial year. You
can find out how we work with
our partners’ strengths and learn
from their work. We show what
impact we have had, and how
we are helping partners prepare
for risks and disasters. The
report also lets you know how
we have been engaging with the
Anglican Church in Australia,
and how the money raised is
spent.

Download a copy
from our website at www.
anglicanoverseasaid.org.au
or request a hard copy to be
sent to you by calling 1800
249 880 or emailing aoa@
anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

To book an Anglican Overseas Aid speaker for
your Parish, email our Church and Community
Engagement Coordinator, Nils von Kalm, at
nvonkalm@anglicanoverseasaid.org.au or call us
on 1800 249 880.
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Honours,
Welcomes and a
Thank You
In November 2017 we were pleased to hold our AGM at St John’s
Anglican Church in Camberwell. About 60 people gathered for the
occasion, starting with a service in the church led by Revd Canon Dr
Ray Cleary. After the formal proceedings, we adjourned to one of the
function rooms to honour Beth Hookey as a Life Member, as well as
thanking and farewelling Denise Nichols from the Board, and welcoming
new Board members, Dr. Robin Ray and Bishop Paul Barker.
HONOURING BETH HOOKEY

F

ormer Anglican Overseas Aid Executive
Officer, Beth Hookey, was confirmed as
a Life Member of the organisation, with
Bishop Alison Taylor delivering the citation and
presenting the award. Below is the full text of the
citation:
Beth Hookey was a member of the first official
Board of the Archbishop of Melbourne’s
International Relief and Development Fund (now
Anglican Overseas Aid (AOA)). The Board’s first
meeting was in November 1988, after the Synod of
the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne endorsed the
creation of the Fund.
Beth was appointed as Executive Officer by
Archbishop Keith Rayner in 1992 and served until
2001. In that period she began the process of
building AOA’s organisational capacity and when
the decision was made to seek accreditation with
the Australian Government’s AusAID, to support
new countries or to find new partners, Beth faced
WELCOME ROBIN AND PAUL
Dr. Robin Ray
Robin is the Associate Dean Research Education,
College of Medicine and Dentistry at James Cook
University in Townsville, Queensland. She is an
experienced researcher, particularly in community
palliative care. She also has extensive experience
in teaching, research and practice in ethics,
professionalism, health professional education
and global health, and has managerial expertise in
course administration.
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the personal challenge to learn more, do more
and ‘be’ more in her typical unassuming way. She
was also not afraid to call on the professional
skills of others to assist her. AOA was successful in
achieving full accreditation in 2005.
When a new CEO was appointed in 2001, Beth
continued as AOA Program Manager until 2006,
and then as a Program Officer from 2006-2007.
She was vital in the AusAID accreditation process
in 2010. During 2011-12, Beth returned to AOA in
honorary roles as Small Grants Officer, and then
Middle East and Asia Program Manager. Her work
for and support of the organisation has been neverending, faithful and enthusiastic.
The organisation’s three initial projects
embodied this vision: the Ahli Arab Hospital in
Gaza, Christ Church Bangkok’s relief program
for Karen refugees from Burma and the Relief
Society of Tigray, now the Afar Pastoralist
Development Association led by Valerie Browning.
AOA’s relationship with these projects has been
Bishop Paul Barker
Bishop Paul Barker trained as an actuary before
studying theology at Ridley College, Melbourne.
He graduated in 1989 and was ordained deacon
and then priest in Melbourne in 1990, and was
a curate in the Parish of Cranbourne. Bishop
Paul has a PhD in Old Testament studies. From
2009-2016, he was highly engaged in developing
leaders across S.E. Asia with the Church
Missionary Society, based in Malaysia.
Paul was consecrated in November 2016
as Assistant Bishop for Jumbunna, part of the
Diocese of Melbourne comprising the outer
southern and eastern suburbs.

LIFE. ABUNDANTLY. FOR ALL. ABUNDANCE 4

long-lasting, and Beth played a critical role in
establishing these personal and organisational
partnerships.
She had a long and sustained friendship with
Karen leaders in the refugee camps in Thailand,
reinforced by many visits to the Thai-Myanmar
border over 25 years. Naw Tamla Moo, Secretary
of Karen Anglican Ministry at the Border
recognises Beth’s “every endeavour and patronage,
her great commitment to and achievements of the
Karen Anglican Ministry at the Border since 1992
as our partner, mentor, mother, colleague and
friend.”
Successive Directors and Chairs of AOA have
all remarked on Beth’s hard work, efficiency,
common sense and faith. Archbishop Keith Rayner

noted that “her approach was always practical and
down to earth, but nonetheless deeply spiritual.”
Bishop Alison Taylor said: “Beth’s commitment,
her prodigious knowledge of each partner
project, her groundedness, her compassion were
outstanding.”
AOA’s growth, its national focus, and its
professionalism in meeting today’s standards of
governance and accountability for international
agencies - every aspect of AOA owes a debt to
Beth Hookey. And beneath all of this has been her
constant faith in a God who cares about poverty
and marginalisation, who supports every move to
reduce violence and civil war in the world, and
who yearns that His kingdom ‘will come on earth”
with our support.

Above: Beth Hookey
receives her Citation from
Bishop Alison Taylor at the
2017 AGM.
Below: Denise Nichols
thanks Anglican Overseas
Aid at the AGM after her
service of nine years.

THANK YOU TO DENISE NICHOLS
At the end of the evening CEO, Bob Mitchell, also
took time to thank and farewell Denise for all her
dedication to the organisation on her retirement from
the Board. During her nine years of service, she has
chaired the Development Committee and has also
been the Deputy Chair of the Board.
Additionally, she has been available to work
with overseas partners and has actively supported
proposal writing and submissions for grants and
funding. During his speech, Bob described Denise
as ‘embodying the soul of the organisation, always
keeping our focus on our overseas partners and their
communities’.
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What do you see
when you look at
this photo?

Beach front on the eastern
side of Ambae Island,
Penama Province, Vanuatu.
Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/
Iuma Bani

WINTER 2017
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F

irst impressions may be that this looks like a
tropical paradise - blue skies, blue water and a
palm tree-lined beach. Taken on the island of
Ambae in the Penama Province of Vanuatu, that is what
you are seeing, except you aren’t.
According to Fr. Willie Ben Tabi, the manager of
Torgil Rural Training Centre, about 12 years ago the
sea line was about 15-20 metres further out. The treestump being lapped by the waves originally lined a
‘road’, which is now a rocky beach, and the ‘spit’ in
the top right-hand side would have not jutted out into
the sea. The ‘road’ has been moved about 10 metres
further inland, and even that was flooded when Cyclone
Pam hit Vanuatu a couple of years ago. In another 5-10
years, Fr. Willie expects the ‘road’ to go further inland
again, and this time people’s houses will have to move
as well. Whichever side you take on the debate about
climate change, for the people of Ambae the sea is
rising and it is not going to stop any time soon.
A recent United Nations Risk Report puts Vanuatu at
the top of the list of most at-risk countries in the world
for being vulnerable to extreme weather events. Out of
171 countries, Australia comes in at 121, and is in the
‘low risk’ category.
As Christians we have a strong biblical view of
the earth as God’s creation, and that we are called by
God to be stewards of it. Along with the call to love
our neighbours, what does this mean for Christians
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everywhere, those Christians who are most vulnerable
to the impact of extreme weather, and those Christians
who are at the least risk? According to our partners, it
is not uncommon for Christians in rural communities in
the Pacific to see their vulnerability as a sign of God’s
displeasure and his punishment for their sin. If this were
the case, could one say that Australians are less sinful
than people from Vanuatu?
In response to such a situation, agencies like
Anglican Overseas Aid see two important approaches
we can take: practical and theological. From a practical
perspective, we are working with our partners in the
Pacific to help reduce the disaster risk through planning
and preparedness. Theologically, we are working with
churches to understand what people’s theological view
is, and how the church can teach a more proactive,
stewardship-focused biblical vision, rather than a
fatalistic or judgemental approach. We also want to
work with the church and Christians here in Australia to
understand better what we see as a biblical theology.
We would love you to join us on this neighbourly
journey. As we explore what it means to live faithfully
in the face of fear and uncertainty about a changing
climate, we ask that you join with us to learn more
about what is going on, and listen to the voices and
stories of fellow Christians in the Pacific to inform our
prayers and own lives.

WINTER 2017

Above: Delegation
members from the
Anglican Church of Kenya
and the Ministry of Health
celebrate the end of their
two-week training course
in Melbourne. Funded by
the Australian Government,
the training was delivered
by the Nossal Institute and
Anglican Overseas Aid.
Below: James Sandura
poses for a photo wearing
his distinctive Maasai
blanket.
Opposite Page: Florence
Nderitu poses for a
photo whilst visiting the
Melbourne offices of
Anglican Overseas Aid.

A Visit from
Kenyan Partners
A delegation linked to our work in Kenya recently visited
Melbourne. They included people from our partner, the Anglican
Church of Kenya, as well as from the Kenyan Ministry of Health.
We also took the opportunity to enable the visitors to attend St
Jude’s Anglican Church in Carlton.
Nils von Kalm spoke to one of the visitors, James Sandura,
Project Officer for the Anglican Church of Kenya (ACK), Diocese of
Mount Kenya West.

J

ames Sandura approaches me wearing
a blanket whose colours represent the
community he comes from in Laikipia
County in Kenya. He is a Project Officer with
the Imarisha Building Safer Communities project
there. He has been working with the ACK since
2011, when he was part of a large maternal and
child health project, supported by the Australian
Government, from which the Imarisha project
has emerged. The project reflects a significant
partnership between the ACK and the local
Ministry of Health in the way that maternal and
child health develops in the region, and it has
also incorporated our work on gender-based
violence (GBV). The project seeks to build safer
communities, by addressing the link between
poverty and violence against women and children.
SUMMER 2018

Through the project, the ACK also aims to equip
people with skills to provide for themselves and
lift themselves out of poverty. It has established
community gardens and is helping farmers
introduce new methods to improve sustainability
and productivity, particularly in a changing climate.
Farmers are also learning about how to increase
their income from farming.
James has been involved in all of this work, and
is visiting Australia with several of his colleagues
from the ACK as well as some from the Ministry of
Health to receive training as part of the Australian
Government’s Australian Award Fellowship. The
Nossal Institute for Global Health and Anglican
Overseas Aid have been awarded this Fellowship as
a grant to train the Kenyans.
Part of James’ role in the project is to talk to
LIFE. ABUNDANTLY. FOR ALL. ABUNDANCE 8

men about the importance of assisting their wives
to access health services. He also trains Community
Health Workers, volunteers who are trained to
reach the community with health messages.
Anglican Overseas Aid promotes a strengthsbased approach in its development work. In
the Imarisha project, James says they do this
by “encouraging the community to discuss the
resources they already have that they might not be
aware of.” He adds that “development can only
happen when it comes from the community itself.”
Some of the assets the community has include
cows, goats, and land. James is encouraged that the
people are also very willing to work for their own
development. He explains that, “a water tank was
recently built in the community, and the people
worked hard to divert water to the area where the
tank has been built.”
Using a strengths-based approach has enabled
the community to realise that they have good ideas
and that they can also bring these ideas to the
government. When the local governor visited the
community recently, they told him about their need
to have more water tanks in the area.
The Church’s strong relationship with the
Ministry of Health is helpful in encouraging
women giving birth to attend a health facility.
This is much safer than giving birth in their own
home. Traditional homes, called manyattas, have
now been built alongside the Ministry of Health
facilities. Women can stay in the manyatta before
and after the birth. This helps their experience to
be as ‘home-like’ as possible. The manyattas have
cooking facilities, a bed for a helper to stay, and
added warmth for the cold weather.
The success of this approach has been
remarkable. The number of women giving birth in
these health facilities has increased from 10 percent
to about 40 percent since the project began in 2011.
One of the benefits of having someone like
James working for the Church in this area is that
he is a local. He was born and raised in Laikipia
County and knows the conditions in which people
live there. As a result, he has been able to develop a
good rapport with the people in the communities.
As I finish the interview with James, he
expresses his immense thanks for the support
that Anglicans in Australia have provided for the
Imarisha and previous projects.
As he gets up and wraps his blanket around
him again, James smiles and shakes my hand. It
is a privilege to have such a connection with our
brothers and sisters from distant places. Although
we are far apart geographically, we are united in
the cause of bringing increased access to health to
communities who need it. It is a privilege we are
both thankful for.
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Meet the Partner:
Florence Nderitu

Florence Nderitu is Project Coordinator for
the Anglican Church of Kenya.
Florence Nderitu is a proud
mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother. She has
also worked with the Anglican
Church of Kenya (ACK), the
Diocese of Mount Kenya West,
for 17 years. She knows a thing
or two about serving people. We
recently interviewed her when
she came to Australia.

N

urse, midwife, educator
and community mobiliser,
Florence has most recently been focusing on the major problem of gender-based
violence (GBV) in Kenya. The country has a patriarchal culture where men are seen
to have more rights than women.
In Kenya, the church is one of the most trusted authorities. So, when there is
conflict in the family, Christians go to their priest to try to sort it out. If a priest says
to the beaten wife that she has to submit, to stay in an abusive relationship, then
nothing changes. The result sometimes is that the wife is killed and the children
suffer immensely as well. Clearly, something had to change.
The Imarisha Building Safer Communities project, run by the ACK, has launched
a new program to train clergy in the roles they can play in reducing GBV and
protecting children. Clergy will also engage with the biblical teaching of equality
between men and women. Community leaders who have been identified by the
government are also being trained to check on the security of women as well as their
social welfare needs. On top of that, children are being protected in terms of their
vulnerability to abuse, neglect and child labour.
A more supportive school environment for children is another area in which the
Church is helping the community. Behavioural problems with children are being
dealt with on a more personal level through training that teachers are receiving in
counselling and care. The result has been that the performance of children in schools
where the church is working has improved.
Florence beams when we ask her what motivates her to do this work. “My
background in public health opened me up to the needs of the community,” she
says. “A lot of the issues that people suffer from are preventable. The prevention of
disease, child abuse and gender-based violence can only happen with the provision of
information. This is what the project is providing.”
Florence says it is the same in the church. She doesn’t see any point in being
in church and waiting for people to come. She says the church needs to go out and
seek people. “And if they change the life of one, they are likely to change the life of
another ten,” she exclaims with conviction. She would know.
Seeing the change in the community has given Florence a hopeful vision for the
future. She wants to see a community living in an environment where people can
develop themselves and improve their own lives.
At the end of our interview, we asked Florence if she had any final message for
us. She didn’t hesitate. “I am enormously grateful to Anglicans in Australia for the
money that is being donated to the project. Wonderful things have been achieved
which would not have been able to have been achieved without the support of
Australian donors.”
SUMMER 2018

BIBLE
STUDY

Preparing for Difficult Times
BIBLE READING
Read Genesis 41
BACKGROUND

A

nglican Overseas Aid is increasingly involved in preparing
for disasters. This includes making sure that when
disasters occur, the risk of harm is reduced and the people
affected are able to cope in the best way possible. Good preparation
saves lives and allows people to recover more quickly despite their
circumstances.
Preparation for disaster is also found in the Old Testament. In
Genesis 41 we read about a situation where Pharaoh, the mighty
leader of Egypt, was unable to find anyone to interpret his dreams.
So he called on Joseph, who told him that his dreams referred to
an imminent period where there would be seven years of abundant
crops, followed immediately by seven years of famine.
Joseph then advised Pharaoh to prepare for this upcoming time
by storing up food in the abundant years so that, when the famine
came, they would have enough to survive.
Fortunately for everyone, Pharaoh heeded Joseph’s advice, and
Egypt had an abundance of food despite the years of famine. The
preparations they made ensured that the people flourished.
If we look at the chapters preceding this story, we also discover
that Joseph was a man who was found to be trustworthy and
reliable. He proved himself to be a man of integrity. Joseph was
put in charge of Potiphar’s household, and he was given added
responsibility and authority under Pharaoh.
Even though Pharaoh was a ruthless ruler, he had a trusted
relationship with Joseph, which explains why he listened to Joseph’s
interpretation of his dreams and then took the appropriate action.
It was as a result of the fact that Joseph was a trusted servant that
Egypt was able to flourish during the years of famine, even while
other nations around them suffered.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. In what ways have you prepared for difficult times in your life?
2. How have you seen the hand of God either during or after a
difficult period?
3. Have you ever had to advise or warn someone of difficult times
ahead? If so, what was their response?
REFLECTION
What does this story tell us about God?
We believe God wants all people to have all the opportunities in
life that we in Australia often take for granted.
We don’t believe it is God’s will for people to suffer in disasters.
If you look at the impact of disasters around the world, it is
overwhelmingly people living in poverty who suffer the most, as
they are the ones who live in the most vulnerable places.
Vanuatu is a good example. This group of Pacific islands
is known as a tropical paradise and is a tourist destination for
many Australians. But, as you can read elsewhere in this issue of
Abundance, Vanuatu is also the most at-risk nation in the world in
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Detail from the 2017 Easter Appeal, which raised money for our
Rapid Response Emergency Fund. Artwork: Heidi Rurade

terms of its ability to respond to natural disasters.
This is also the case for many other countries. However, when
a major natural event strikes a rich country, the number of human
casualties is generally far less because the infrastructure is in place
to aid recovery very quickly.
It is incumbent on those of us living in relatively wealthy and
secure nations like Australia to do all we can to love our neighbours
in countries that don’t have the infrastructure in place that we have.
All people are made in the image of God, whether we live in
poverty or in affluence. It is not God’s will that some should suffer
more than others simply because of where they live and what they
were born into.
IDEA FOR APPLICATION
Think of times when you have heard of natural disasters in the news,
and make a list of the countries they occurred in. Categorise them
into rich and poor countries and discuss what you know of their
ability to recover from these disasters.
Then pray as a group for those countries, and for openness for
yourselves to do God’s will in response to the next time a disaster
happens.
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Generosity
Amidst Adversity
It never ceases to amaze us how generous you are when disaster
strikes somewhere in the world, and we thought we would provide an
update about what we have been doing this year.
Alongside your regular support for our on-going development work,
Anglican Overseas Aid supporters continue to give generously in
response to our various emergencies and appeals. We often direct those
funds to our partners in the ACT Alliance, as they are well-equipped to
respond to the needs on the ground.
EAST AFRICA FOOD CRISIS APPEAL

ROHINGYA HUMANITARIAN APPEAL

In May this year, we launched our East Africa Food
Crisis Appeal, with a focus on South Sudan.
With the support and commendation of Archbishop
Philip Freier, we had a target of $300,000, and are
currently sitting at $216,000. Monies raised will go
to support the work of our ACT Alliance partner,
Christian Aid, in South Sudan.
In recent months, Christian Aid has increased its
humanitarian response in two of the worst-affected,
hard-to-reach areas of South Sudan – Unity State
and Northern Bahr el Ghazal – helping people
obtain reliable access to food.
In Unity State, food supplies, and fishing
and survival kits have been distributed to 1,000
households (approximately 6,000 people). These
food parcels contained lentils, pulses, oils and
grain (either rice or sorghum). The fishing kits have
given families the ability to catch nutritious fish in
the region’s swamp waters, while the survival kits
contained items such as kitchen materials, plastic
sheeting and mosquito nets.
In Northern Bahr el Ghazal, cash vouchers have
been distributed to 468 households who are either
displaced themselves or are hosting displaced
people. They have enabled vulnerable families to
buy food at local markets and eat more nutritious
food. Sorghum, cooking oil, dried fish and peanuts
were among the items for sale at the markets.

Much of the focus on the crisis the Rohingya
people are facing has been on the impact felt by
Bangladesh, as refugees have fled across the border
to safety. Our ACT Alliance partners have also
been working in Bangladesh, whilst they have been
preparing their response on the Myanmar side of
the border. We have decided to support our ACT
Alliance partners, Christian Aid and Lutheran
World Federation (LWF), who are working in
conflict-affected communities in Myanmar. It
is estimated that more than 140,000 people are
displaced inside Myanmar and living in over 30
IDP (Internally Displaced Persons) camps in the
Rakhine region.
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The above picture shows
a man, in South Sudan,
carrying a 100 kilogram
bag of sorghum that will
be divided between several
families. This image is
indicative of the work that
Christian Aid is doing in
South Sudan.
Photo: Paul Jeffrey/ACT Alliance

SYRIA IN CRISIS APPEAL
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)
have recently reported that there is an increased
need for cash assistance, due to high inflation and
an ailing economy. There are also urgent needs for
water, hygiene items, medicine and food, winter
clothing and fuel for heating.
In Syria, IOCC is working to provide early
recovery and livelihood support. In the area
around Damascus, the health centre in Maarouna
village is being rebuilt and is 20 percent completed
(painting, replacing doors and windows, fixing
sanitation facilities, etc.). The project provides job
opportunities to 19 vulnerable individuals and 100
others linked to the project.

For more information
about our emergency
work, visit: www.
anglicanoverseasaid.
org.au
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LEAVE BEHIND A

SMILE
Life is unpredictable,
which is why it’s so
important to have a valid
Will.

We all want to make
provisions for our loved
ones, but many people
also choose to leave a
final donation to a charity
of their choice.
By doing so, you can
have a positive impact on
communities for years to
come.
For a confidential
discussion about
leaving a bequest to
Anglican Overseas Aid,
please call:
Mother and child in rural Mozambique.

1800 249 880

Photo: Chris Shearer. Used with permission of The Melbourne Anglican



Donation Details

Address Details

q I’d like to donate $________ as a one-off donation, or

Title: Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss / Other:___________________

q I’d like to give $________ regularly, every month by Credit Card

First Name:_ ____________________Surname:_________________

(Need more information first? Call us for Free on 1800 249 880)

Address:_ ______________________________________________

q Please contact me about discussing a bequest.

Suburb:_ _______________________________________________

Payment Details
I’d like to pay by:

State:__________________________Postcode:________________

q Cheque (payable to Anglican Overseas Aid)

Tel:____________________________________________________

q Visa

Help us to reduce costs by giving us your email.

q Mastercard

Card Number:

q Amex

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

q I’d like my receipts and my mailings by email

CVV No: _ ________________________

Email:__________________________________________________

Name on Card:_ _________________________________________

Parish:_________________________________________________

Expiry Date: ___ / ___

Signature:_ _____________________________________________

Please return to: PO Box 389, Abbotsford, VIC 3067
Freecall: 1800 249 880 | Fax: 03 9495 6891
Donate securely online: www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au
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Supporter No.:___________________________________________

Anglicord ABN 39 116 072 050
Donations of $2 and over are tax-deductible. Your donation will be directed to our General Fund, which
supports all of our work and projects around the world.

q Anglican Overseas Aid respects your privacy in
accordance with the Australian Privacy Principles.
Please tick this box if you do not want to receive
further mailings from us. Alternatively, please call
(03) 9495 6100.

Anglican Overseas Aid is a member of

