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Ordinary time
brings plenty of
activity
The Reverend Dr Bob Mitchell
Chief Executive Officer

O

enabled for mobile devices such as phones
ver the past couple of years, we
and tablets, which will make browsing and
have been working to reframe
donating easier. We’ll also be streamlining
our work through the rhythms
our processes so that donation receipts will
of the church calendar and the vision of
be automatically emailed to you instead of
the kingdom of God. Examples include
having to manually print and post them. This
our revamped gift catalogue emphasising
will save us time and money. Of course, if
the Advent journey to Christmas, and our
you still prefer a printed receipt, you will be
reflection booklets for Advent and Lent that
able to tell us.
have been warmly received across Australia.
As we build for the future, I am
But as we send this latest edition of
thrilled to announce that long-term staff
Abundance to print, we have moved into
member Alison Preston has recently been
that part of the church calendar known
appointed as Programs and Partnerships
as ‘ordinary time’. This second period
Manager. Alison started with us in 2003,
of ordinary time for the year begins after
and in that time has held marketing,
Pentecost, and finishes at the beginning of
church engagement, communications
Advent.
and programming roles. She has a deep
The paradox for an agency such as
knowledge of the organisation, the Anglican
Anglican Overseas Aid is that ordinary
Communion both here
time is anything but
and internationally,
‘ordinary’ – in fact, it’s
and all of our
one of the busiest and
most important times of
“A new website will go partners. I am sure
she will flourish in her
the year. This includes
live in the new financial new role.
seeking donations to our
Alison recently
end-of-financial year
year that will be fully
attended the United
appeal, which gives
enabled for mobile
Nations Commission
us the majority of our
on the Status of
publicly donated funds.
devices”
Women session held in
This year we face a
New York as part of a
particularly challenging
delegation of Anglican
environment that includes
women from around the world. You can read
cuts to the Australian aid budget, increases
more about her experience on page 3.
in postage costs, and a general public that
Elsewhere in this edition of Abundance,
seems to be tiring of being continually asked
you can read about what’s happening in
to contribute to charitable causes.
In times such as these, we also want to do our project countries. Marketing Manager
Brian Holmes reports on our response to
all we can to reduce our costs so that we can
the Nepal earthquake on page 12, while
ensure as much money as possible goes to
Communications Advisor David Cook
our partners and their important work.
updates us on our solar project in Vanuatu
You can help us by doing as much as
(page 4), along with our response to Cyclone
possible online – by signing up to emails
Pam that struck the country in March 2015
and making donations via our website, you
(page 14).
help us to reduce the amount of postage and
There’s also a lift-out poster of the
administrative work we have to do. Another
Kolkata cathedral in the centre pages,
option for reducing administration costs is
to donate via workplace giving. You can find followed by a profile of our Indian partner,
Cathedral Relief Service.
out more about this in the article on page 11.
As always, I thank you for your ongoing
Over the coming months we will also
support that allows us to play our part in
be improving our online presence and
working for the kingdom of God here on
systems. A new website will go live in
Earth.
the new financial year that will be fully
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Anglican women inspired
by New York summit
Alison Preston reports from her visit to the UN Commission
on the Status of Women

I

presentation by the Australian Government
n April I was honoured to join a delegation of
delegation on the extent of family violence in our
women from 14 countries across the Anglican
own country. Gender inequality was named as the
Communion. There were priests, social
root cause of violence against women and girls. It
workers, parents, theologians, artists, human rights
was also noted that we are at a watershed moment
activists, community development workers, sexual
in Australia in regards to addressing violence
assault experts, university students, among others
within families.
– all part of an Anglican delegation to the UN
As women of faith, we wrestled deeply with
Commission on the Status of Women.
these powerful presentations – examining our own
Each year, the commission meets in New York
lives, our churches and workplaces, in the context
alongside Government delegations, and with some
of family violence and gender inequality.
4000 representatives of civil society, to discuss
As Anglicans, we have many people and
progress towards gender equality. This year’s
resources at hand to “change the story” of
gathering focused on “women’s empowerment and
inequality and violence. We each can ask ourselves
its link to sustainable development” and progress
– how can the Anglican community in Australia
and barriers to “ending violence against women
ensure that women, men and children are safe from
and girls”.
violence in their homes – in our own country and
It was an inspiring and enriching time.
overseas?
We discovered in new ways that the UN’s
We can also ask ourselves – what can we learn
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - adopted
from our Anglican brothers and sisters around
in 2015 – are a unique platform for action on a
the world, who are also
vision that affirms our
grappling with family
longing as Christians to
“We can also ask
violence and gender
work for the kingdom of
ourselves - what can we inequality?
God on earth.
For example, in many
I realised that the 17
learn from our Anglican
parts of Africa, the HIV
SDGs actually reflect deeply
brothers and sisters
crisis forced church leaders,
biblical themes of mutual
responsibility for living well
around the world, who community workers and
theologians to address
together, seeking equality
are also grappling with the reality that gender
for all people as created
inequality within homes
in the image of God, the
family violence and
was the root cause of the
responsibility to care for
gender inequality?”
epidemic, including in
God’s earth, and God’s
programs supported by
concern for the vulnerable
Anglican Overseas Aid.
and marginalised.
Anglicans were at the forefront of a
Importantly, every country, including Australia,
comprehensive campaign to de-stigmatise HIV/
is challenged to examine and address these issues
AIDS and challenge biblical interpretations that
in their own context, and to support others in their
had contributed to entrenched risks.
efforts.
It is wonderful that the Anglican Church has
Throughout the gathering, the prevention of
effectively assessed a deeply significant community
family violence, and violence against women and
issue, realised the church itself was part of the
girls, was a key focus.
problem, and acted to become part of the solution.
As someone who spent two years listening to
I am utterly convinced that now is the time to
devastating stories of violence against women and
ensure that as Anglicans we join this unprecedented
girls in countries such as Sudan, Rwanda, and the
wave of action to ensure women, men and children
Democratic Republic of Congo, in some ways I
are safe and respected no matter where God has
was in familiar territory.
placed them – surely a marker of that reality we all
Through presentations of evidence-based
pray for – that God’s kingdom will come on earth,
research and programs from governments, UN
as in heaven.
agencies, development agencies, and faith-based
organisations, we learned about the extent to which
Alison Preston is our Programs and
gender-based violence plagues all countries, at
Partnerships Manager. Alison and her
great cost to every society.
family worship with the St Jude’s Anglican
But I was unprepared for the breath-taking
Church Community in Carlton, in
Melbourne’s inner-north.
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inbrief
Help us to keep
our costs down

Recently Australia Post
increased its postage costs,
which impacts on non-profit
agencies such as Anglican
Overseas Aid that do their
best to use public donations
wisely. We’re committed to
keeping our costs down so
that more money can go to
our partners overseas, but
we need your help. If you are
able to move more of your
interactions with us online,
it will save us postage. The
main ways to do this are to
make your donations via
the secure system on our
website, and to sign up to
receive information from us
by email. Our magazine is
always made available on
our website as well, so you
can choose to not receive a
hard copy and just receive an
email alert when it is ready,
which will further cut costs.
As always, you can stay in
touch with more frequent
updates via our Facebook
and Twitter accounts.

A new website is
on the way

Early in the new financial
year we will be launching
our new website, part of our
ongoing efforts to improve
the way we communicate
about our work. The digital
world has changed since our
first website went live, with
the use of mobile devices
increasing dramatically.
Our new website will be
fully functional on tablets
and mobiles, and it will
be much easier for you to
navigate around the site, and
to donate no matter what
device you are using. When
it’s ready we’ll let you know
by email and social media, or
you can just keep an eye on
www.anglicanoverseasaid.
org.au

Voices for Justice
postponed

With Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull calling an early
election, Micah Australia’s
Voices for Justice events
have been postponed until
November and December.
They will provide a significant
platform for Christians in
Australia to engage and
influence the newly elected
Parliament on Australia’s
contribution to the fight
against poverty. Exact dates
won’t be confirmed until
August. Please keep these
events on your radar and
promote them within your
networks. Stay in touch at
the Micah Australia website:
www.micahaustralia.org
WINTER 2016

Our partner in
Vanuatu
The Anglican Church
of Melanesia (ACOM)
is part of the Anglican
Communion and
includes eight dioceses
across Solomon Islands,
Vanuatu and New
Caledonia.
ACOM was formed in
1861 by Bishop George
Selwyn under the
Diocese of Melanesia,
within the Church of
the Province of New
Zealand.
Today, there
are nearly 200,000
Anglicans out of an
estimated population
of more than 800,000
people in Solomon
Islands and Vanuatu,
and a newly formed
parish in Nouméa, New
Caledonia.
The main office for
the Anglican Church of
Melanesia in Vanuatu
is in Luganville, capital
of Sanma Province on
the northern island of
Espiritu Santo. Work
takes place in the
Sanma, Penema and
Torba provinces, all in
the northern islands of
Vanuatu.
Anglican Overseas
Aid has been partnering
with the Anglican
Church of Melanesia in
Vanuatu since 2012.
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Lighting up
family life in
Vanuatu

Sales of solar lights across the north of the Pacific island
nation are just the first step in a project that has multiple
benefits for communities. David Cook reports.

M

arsden Vuvu looks up from behind
his desk and welcomes us with a huge
smile, before wheeling himself out to
warmly shake our hands.
Marsden has recently been appointed as a sales
agent for our solar lights project in this part of
northern Vanuatu. We have travelled here to the
island of Ambae to bring him some new portable
Firefly solar lights made by Australian-based
company Barefoot Power.
Marsden was born in a small village in a remote
part of Ambae. He contracted polio when he was
six, which hugely limited his mobility and health.
At 14, some missionaries brought him to the
hospital in the town of Lolowai. He has lived here
ever since.
After time at the hospital helping to improve his
health, and where he received his first wheelchair,
the missionaries sent him to the local Anglican
boarding school, St Patrick’s College, where he
achieved Year 8.
Now 67, Marsden is the latest person to benefit
from Anglican Overseas Aid’s partnership with the

Anglican Church of Melanesia (ACOM) to sell
solar lights at affordable prices around northern
Vanuatu. He will sell them through the small
bookshop that he manages.
The solar project, which has been running since
2013, has four main components:
• Selling solar lights as a more reliable source of
light that helps people save money, reduce the
use of dangerous and unhealthy kerosene as a
light source, and provide income-generating
opportunities.
• Education around financial literacy and home
budgeting to help people better manage the
money they make from solar sales or related
businesses, or that they save from the reduced
costs associated with lighting.
• The establishment of savings groups,
particularly for women, to help them work
together to achieve bigger savings goals.
• Community self-reliance projects funded with
seed money that pays for elements of larger,
community-driven proposals.
A short walk from Marsden’s office, we visit
the home of Shenina Leodoro to find out about the
impact of solar lights on family life.
Shenina and her husband take work where they
can to provide for their three children, substituting
their small and unpredictable income by growing
their own food and preparing food to sell.
Shenina says the solar light she purchased helps
the family save money as they no longer have to
regularly buy torch batteries and kerosene. She
is also able to cook food at night to sell, which
increases their income. The light also allows the
children to do their homework at night, and it
makes family time at night easier.
Further west on Santo island, a small grant from
the project has enabled a community to build their
own market house to sell produce locally.
Jenny John, a mother of three, tells us that
life. abundantly. for all. abundance 4

my family can move into,” she says.
before the market house was built, the only option
Back in Ambae, Marsden is preparing to return
for selling produce was to pay to take it by truck
to his paperwork.
more than an hour to the main town of Luganville,
“My hope is for the people in the villages to
but it was always a gamble. If sales were poor, they
know more about the solar because it helps them
could actually lose money. Now that they have the
at night lighting their house and also charging their
market house, they are saving time and money.
phones,” he says. “I just want them to know more
“I find it much easier to sell my produce here
about it on Ambae. But for me, my part is to make
than going into town because going into town is
awareness and promote the
expensive,” says Jenny. “And
solar.”
sometimes you don’t make
With his glowing
much money in town. But here
personality and the respect
we don’t spend anything and
“We would like to
that he commands around
it’s easier to make money. The
the island, it shouldn’t be a
money helps me to support my
say thank you very
family. I buy them food, pay
much for helping us. problem.
Profits from the sales of
for school fees.”
solar
lights are usually split
The grant paid for basic
We really appreciate
between the selling agent
materials such as cement for
your help.”
and local community-based
the building’s foundation,
projects. In Marsden’s case,
transportation costs for coral
his ‘share’ of the profits goes
and sand, and nails, along with
back to the bookshop, helping
a large solar panel and lighting
to maintain the business and his job.
that means community members can continue
“We would like to say thank you very much for
selling goods at night. Community members also
helping us. We really appreciate your help. From
provided the remaining local materials, and built
us, all of us here, we would like to say thank you so
the market house themselves.
much,” he says.
ACOM has also recently started a savings and
education group in the community, and people are
The Women and Youth Empowerment
keen to learn how to save with the money they are
Project is funded by grants from the
making through the market house. Jenny has joined Australian Government’s aid budget and
the group, and has big plans.
donations from the Australian public.
“My goal is to buy a piece of land where me and
5 abundance life. abundantly. for all.

Above: Solar sales agent
Marsden Vuvu attends to
paperwork in the St Patrick’s College bookshop on
Ambae island. The mobility
difficulties caused by polio
means he has lived and
worked in the building for
43 years.
Below left: Shenina’s children eat their evening meal
by the light of the family’s
solar lamp.

Photos: Anglican Overseas Aid/
Iuma Bani
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Holland Sikou works on solar
panels in a Solomon Islands
community.

Photo: Anglican Church of
Melanesia

A shining star
What is the connection between international soccer and solar
lights in Solomon Islands? Nils von Kalm found out.

T
The desire to improve
the lives of his fellow
Solomon Islanders
comes from Holland’s
deep Christian faith.
“That is the driving force
behind me,” he says.
“I prioritise people’s
needs. They are my
brothers and sisters.
They deserve to have
these opportunities.”
You can support
Holland’s work, and
our other work in the
Pacific and around
the world, by donating
to the “Thy Kingdom
Come…on Earth”
End of Financial Year
Appeal. Go to www.
anglicanoverseasaid.
org.au or call 1800 249
880.
WINTER 2016

he link is a man called Holland Sikou. In
his early 20s, Holland played the world
game for his country, but since 2011, he
has been the Solar Co-ordinator for the Anglican
Church of Melanesia (ACOM) in Solomon Islands.
With our support, ACOM provides solar lights
in rural communities in the provinces of Ysabel,
Makira, Malaita, and Central Solomons as part of
our Bringing Light to Rural Families project. The
provision of solar lights to these communities is
transforming the lives of thousands of people.
Solar lighting is providing enormous benefits for
these communities, including income generation
opportunities through the sale and maintenance of
the lights. Solar is also quickly replacing kerosene
as a light source. Kerosene is expensive, gives off
harmful fumes and is a fire danger. Our project has
already directly contributed to the provinces of
Makira and Ysabel eliminating the use of kerosene.
Holland is excited that the project is meeting a
great need. “Solar lights became very popular about
five or six years ago,” he says. “Solar is excellent
technology. At the beginning this was very
expensive, so the churches decided to be involved
with the project, because communities could not
access the lighting because of its high cost.”
The project is currently partnering with the
Solomon Islands Government and the South Pacific
Commission on a pilot project to provide solar
lights and refrigeration in two rural health centres.
This is improving the delivery of health services,
such as improved light to guide nurses assisting
pregnant mothers giving birth.
Holland’s role focuses on training others in the

installation and maintenance of solar technology.
He also ensures that all activities of the project are
carried out, and monitors where the project is being
implemented in the provinces.
Training in how to maintain and fix solar lights
ensures the sustainability of the project, as people
are able to maintain the lights over time, with
some people earning a small income by offering
maintenance services to friends and family.
The project also includes small business
training that helps people to generate income from
selling solar lights in their communities, with
profits shared between the individual seller and
ACOM’s other community development work. In
the very remote areas, profits have been used to
pay for items such as school fees and stationery for
students. The Mothers’ Union in Makira Province
was able to use their profits to replace their leaky
roof. “This is all from money the communities
would not have had if it were not for the solar
lights,” Holland explains.
Holland says that it is hoped that the impact
of solar lights will extend beyond providing a
cheaper source of light, reducing the risk of fire
and decreasing pollution. He says that stress about
money can be a trigger for men being violent
towards women and children. It is hoped that as
families gain more income from the sales of the
lights that family violence will decrease.
The Bringing Light to Rural Families
project is funded by grants from the
Australian Government’s aid budget and
donations from the Australian public.
life. abundantly. for all. abundance 6

More than four decades of service
Our partner in India, Cathedral Relief Service, helps women in
the slums of Kolkata to become more independent.

D

uring the Bangladesh Liberation War
of 1971, which led to East Pakistan
becoming the independent state of
Bangladesh, an estimated 10 million refugees fled
from the conflict zone over the border into India.
Most went to the nearest city – Calcutta, where
they either increased the population of existing
slums, or started new ones.
The Reverend Canon Subir Biswas of St Paul’s
Cathedral in Calcutta responded to the refugee
crisis by founding the Cathedral Relief Service
(CRS), which provided emergency aid.
After the war, an estimated 1.5 million refugees
stayed in India, a great proportion in Calcutta. CRS
shifted its emphasis to supporting these people who
lived in great poverty in the city’s slums, providing
education, skills training and healthcare, along with
daily distribution of food and clothing.
45 years on the work of CRS continues. It now
operates as a development NGO with education,
healthcare and empowerment programs that
support poor and disadvantaged communities in
the slums of the city now known as Kolkata, and
in rural villages in the states of West Bengal and
Jharkhand.
Anglican Overseas Aid has been supporting
CRS’s women’s empowerment work since
January 2011. Projects in eight locations around

Kolkata focus on giving girls and women skills,
opportunities and confidence to break down
gender inequalities and tackle poverty, illiteracy
and disadvantage that disproportionately affects
women.
The programs focus on two main activities. The
first is skills training, in which CRS instructors
offer year-long courses to girls aged 14 and over
in sewing, embroidery and knitting. Financial and
business management skills are also taught and
all girls are encouraged to set up individual bank
accounts. The classes are also a time when the
women can spend a few hours away from their
domestic responsibilities in the company of others.
By the end of the course they can make a range of
clothing, jewellery and soft toys for sale and set up
their own micro-business.
The second main activity is self-help groups.
Each group has 10 members, who deposit an
agreed amount of money each month into the group
bank account. Members can then apply to the group
for loans for their businesses – such as buying
a sewing machine or buying some chickens to
rear – which are paid off over time. These groups,
run democratically with the full participation of
all members, have had a tremendous impact in
giving control over decision-making and incomegeneration to women who are often marginalised.

Cathedral Relief Service
CEO Rig David. The
Bishop of the Kolkata
Diocese of the Church
of North India, the
Right Reverend Ashoke
Biswas, is Chairman of
CRS.
Turn the page for a pullout poster of St Paul’s
Cathedral in Kolkata.
Our support for CRS
projects is fully funded
by donations from the
Australian public.

Sewing for the Future

Sonali Das, 26, is part of CRS’s Gobinda Banerjee Lane
Women’s Sewing Group. She lives with her family in an
overcrowded slum in southern Kolkata.
The program’s tailoring and embroidery training is run
in the same building as the local school, which means
that mothers are able to leave their children in a safe
environment while they attend to their own learning.
Once they have completed their courses, students
are encouraged to form self-help groups and establish
income-generating activities.
Sonali herself was a student at the school and is now
a member of the women’s empowerment group, where
she also teaches sewing and embroidery. She has also
been able to have her own sewing machine at home, so
that she can make and sell blouses and other clothes to
support her family. Her husband is a driver, and she has
a seven-year-old son. Her dream is that her son receives
the best education possible, and that her own skills
become better so that she can improve the quality of her
own work and those in the group. For Sonali, one of the
key benefits of the group is that it “builds friendships and
we support each other”.
7 abundance life. abundantly. for all.
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St Paul’s Cathedral, Kolkata, India, was the first Episcopal
church in Asia. The building was completed in 1847. The
offices of Cathedral Relief Service are situated in the
cathedral grounds, and the staff see this magnificent
cathedral every time they leave the office.
Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/Brian Holmes

BIBLE
Study

Thy Kingdom Come... on Earth

T

he kingdom of God is mentioned more than 100 times in the
gospels. It is what Jesus spent most of his time talking about.
But Jesus never actually defined the kingdom of God.
When he talked about it he spoke in parables, often using analogies,
saying, “it is like…”
For Jesus, the kingdom of God was nothing less than the reign
of God on Earth, illustrated by his life, death and resurrection. His
teaching, deeds of compassion, healings and the way he interacted
with people displayed and initiated the reign of God in the world.
In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus teaches us to pray that God’s kingdom
will come on Earth just as it is in heaven. Jesus is the beginning of
the coming together of heaven and earth. He invites us to pray for this
to continue, but also to be the answer to this prayer with our action.
At Anglican Overseas Aid we think of our international

BIBLE READING
Read Matthew 6:5-13
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. If the world is being renewed by God,
why do we still see poverty, injustice and
conflict?
2. What do you see as the difference
between working for God’s kingdom and
building God’s kingdom?
3. As we have discussed, Jesus used
analogies to describe the kingdom of
God. How would you describe the
kingdom in today’s language? Start with
the words, “it is like…”.
REFLECTION
What Jesus was teaching us to pray for in
the Lord’s Prayer was what the prophets of
our Old Testament had promised: that God
would be coming back as King.
When the New Testament speaks of
God’s kingdom, it always speaks of the
Winter 2016

development work as one way of being an answer to this prayer and
reflecting God’s love out into the world. We do it by working for a
sustainable, just world for everyone, a world that is being renewed
by God.
The hope we have in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus
gives us strength to persevere as we see little outbreaks of God’s
kingdom appearing throughout the world amidst the daily strife that
confronts millions of people.
Because of Jesus, we have a vision of a world that will be fully
restored when he returns to complete the work of renewal. It is
important to emphasise that it is God who actually builds God’s
kingdom; our role is to build for the kingdom, making our faithful
and obedient contribution to what God will finally make complete at
the end of all things.

reign of God coming to Earth – it is never a
spiritual place in the sky where we go when
we die.
When the Spirit came upon the early
church at Pentecost, it was to empower
Jesus’ disciples to go out and be the answer
to Jesus’ prayer. This is also our calling
today.
Jesus is the bringer of the kingdom,
of God’s reign on Earth. We are the
messengers of God’s reign, sent into the
world to participate with God in bringing
this new order to bear upon a world broken
by sin but being overturned, little by little,
by the love, justice and healing of God.
IDEA FOR APPLICATION
Close your eyes and imagine what God’s
kingdom on Earth might look like. What are
its attributes?
Discuss what comes to mind.

PRAYER
God of glory,
Thank you for teaching us to pray, and
for giving us your Spirit to empower us to
work for your kingdom to come on Earth as
in heaven.
We ask that you empower us to live
for your kingdom by making us more like
Christ. Help us, as Isaiah prophesied, to
prepare the way for you, to live as examples
of what your restored world will look like.
Be with the communities we support in
distant places through Anglican Overseas
Aid. Let them know that, though we are
distant from them in geography, we are
close in spirit. We pray for strength for them
and for us, as we each play our part to work
for the renewal of your world.
We ask this in the name of Jesus who
prayed that your kingdom come on Earth.
Amen.
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It’s
good
to give
I

t can make us feel good to give to charities,
especially when we’re supporting causes that
we really believe in. But sometimes it can
also feel like a chore – deciding who to give to,
keeping track of donations, and at tax time trying
to compile all the details so we get the biggest tax
deduction possible.
Wouldn’t it be great if someone came up with
a simpler and easier way to donate to multiple
charities at once?
Well they have. It’s called workplace giving.
Workplace giving can help make the process
of donating to your favorite charities simpler
and easier, with plenty of benefits for you, your
employer and the charity itself.
Lisa Grinham is CEO of Good2Give, a notfor-profit that exists to help businesses offer their
employees easy options for workplace giving. She
says that workplace giving is the most tax-effective
model of giving in Australia.
“When you donate using workplace giving,
it’s built into your employer’s payroll, which
means your donations come straight out of your
pre-tax income,” says Ms Grinham. “This means
that you get the tax benefits immediately instead
of having to keep track of all your donations and
waiting until tax time to include them in your
return.
“But the additional benefit is that many
companies using payroll giving offer to match
employee donations as an incentive to give, which
means that the charities you value receive even
more income to make a difference.”
But the benefits for the charity don’t stop there.
Ms Grinham says that because the giving is built
into your employer’s payroll system and you get
the tax benefit immediately, it means that the
charity doesn’t have to do the administration work
to issue receipts, which saves them money and
time.

11 abundance life. abundantly. for all.

“On top of that, it’s proven to boost employee
pride in their employer, and build vibrant corporate
communities of giving. Good2Give’s 2015
Workplace Givers Revealed research report found
that 86 per cent of survey participants were proud
to work at their company because of its workplace
giving program.”
Good2Give was established in 2000, and over
the past 15 years has supported businesses and
donors to give more than $150 million to Australian
charities. But over the past couple of years the
organisation has developed a simple online
platform that has made workplace giving even
easier and contributed to a remarkable increase in
employee participation and donation levels.
“Our customised workplace giving platform
eliminates the barriers previously associated with
workplace giving and makes things so much easier
for employees and businesses, increasing uptake
and building company-led community giving,”
says Ms Grinham. “We’ve seen workplace giving
donations increase 50 per cent in the past 12
months and the number of new companies offering
workplace giving for the first time continues to
pick up speed.”
Good2Give’s online platform offers an easy and
secure way for employees to give regular or one-off
pre-tax donations directly to the causes that matter
to them. Previously too onerous for any one payroll
department to manage internally, employees can
now donate to any number of Australian charities –
and do it all from their mobile, tablet or laptop.
“With our platform, you are completely in
control and can make changes anytime, anywhere,”
says Ms Grinham. “It’s secure, you can set up
regular giving, but you can also make one-off
donations whenever you want, and you can get
regular updates from your charities via our system
rather than signing up to multiple email lists.”

Workplace
giving makes
donating to
charity easier
for everyone.
David Cook
explains why.

Anglican Overseas
Aid is one of the many
charities that you
can donate to via the
Good2Give system.
If your employer uses
Good2Give, you
could set up a regular
donation that makes
things easier for you
and us.

Find out
more

If your employer
doesn’t offer workplace
giving yet, suggest
they find out more
on the Good2Give
website at: www.
good2give.ngo

WINTER 2016

Kedar outside his
temporary house.

Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/
Brian Holmes

Nepal: One Year On

In April and May 2015, Nepal was hit by two massive
earthquakes. In January this year, our Marketing Manager,
Brian Holmes, joined an ACT Alliance visit to see how your
donations have supported communities as they rebuild.

W

You can help us to
be ready to respond
quickly to disasters
and emergencies
by donating to our
Rapid Response
Emergency Fund.
Donate online at www.
anglicanoverseasaid.
org.au or call us on
1800 249 880.
Winter 2016

ith the Himalayas offering a back-drop
of massive solidity and magnificent
strength, it is hard to imagine that
they could be fragile and susceptible to change
and movement. Yet that is what happened in April
and May of 2015, when two massive earthquakes
literally rocked the world in the central areas of
Nepal, east and west of Kathmandu.
The impact was devastating: nearly 9,000
people were killed; more than 600,000 homes
were flattened and another 288,000 damaged; and
25,000 school classrooms were either destroyed
or damaged. More than 4 million people were
affected, left without access to shelter, safe water,
livelihoods or education, as well as coping with the
psychological impact.
Our Nepal Earthquake Appeal raised more than
$122,000, which was sent to our ACT Alliance
partner, Lutheran World Federation.
The main focus of the initial emergency
work was on providing instant relief in the form
of tarpaulins for shelter, food and water. This
happened within the first few days and weeks of the
earthquakes hitting. Since then, the focus has been
four-fold: shelter, water and sanitation, livelihood
generation and psychological support.
Rebuilding homes
When the earthquake struck, Kedar Sapkota was
inside his home, and his wife Ashmita and their
daughter were sitting outside. The house collapsed

on all of them, injuring them and destroying all
their simple belongings.
After they were rescued from the rubble, the
community joined together to help them. The
Sapkota family are subsistence farmers, but their
injuries meant they were not able to work for a
month. The rest of the community were not able to
work due to the destruction and the trauma caused
by the quake.
When we met Kedar and Ashmita, they had
built a temporary house with livestock pens further
down the hillside and closer to the village. Having
received help with materials and a grant for
livestock, they were in the process of rebuilding
their lives.
Their main concerns for the future were whether
their house would survive the coming windy
season, or whether it would be blown over, and
whether they would be able to replace the irrigation
system that was destroyed.
When asked about the help they received, they
said that they were very grateful for the work and
materials from the local agency, but did wonder
whether enough had been done for the more
vulnerable members of their community! The
selflessness of these people was inspiring.
The people of Nepal are industrious and
resilient; the NGOs and government are dedicated
to re-building. Eventually, the destination will be
reached, but the journey may take some time.
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How you
helped

Understanding Trauma
Upahar Rai Chamling was sitting in her thirdfloor apartment in Kathmandu, which quickly
became “extremely wobbly” at the time of the
earthquake. At the time, she thought she was
going to die, and she remained nervous and
stressed for a few days afterwards. With her
own experience and training (she has a Masters
in Clinical Psychology from the University of
Kathmandu), she began to work through her
feelings with her family and friends.
As a result of her experience, the 24-yearold felt that she wanted to use her skills and
training to help with the relief work. She is now
a Psychosocial Support Officer working with
Lutheran World Federation (LWF), which means
she spends a lot of time living with communities,
leading workshops and community groups.
One of the women she has worked with is
60-year-old widow Sushilaghimire. Before the
quake, Sushilaghimire made her living running
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a small shop. In response, LWF have provided
materials to help rebuild her home, as well as
providing a grant for her to re-establish her shop.
As a result of the earthquake, Sushilaghimire
was stressed, and was not eating or sleeping
properly. She has greatly benefited from
attending the workshops and self-help groups
that Upahar established, and treats Upahar as her
daughter.
Upahar’s enthusiasm and desire to
help is infectious and inspiring, especially
considering that she has had to deal with
her own trauma from the earthquakes. It is
humbling to remember that the agency staff
who hosted us, and who work so hard with
affected communities, have also been affected
themselves.

We responded to the
Nepal earthquake
through our ACT
Alliance partner
Lutheran World
Federation. The ACT
Alliance is a global
coalition of 139
churches and affiliated
organisations working
in more than 100
countries on long-term
development and
emergency response.
Anglican Overseas
Aid often responds
to disasters and
emergencies through
the ACT Alliance. Our
membership allows
us to respond quickly
and effectively and
know that the activities
are being carried out
to the highest global
standards.

Psychosocial worker Upahar Rai Chamling
(right) with Sushilaghimire.
Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/Brian Holmes
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Lush looks can
be deceiving
In the aftermath
of Cyclone
Pam, David
Cook visited
Vanuatu to see
how things have
developed.

Members of a community
in the north of Espiritu
Santo island, Vanuatu,
take part in disaster
preparedness workshops.
The workshops are being
run by our partner, the
Anglican Church of
Melanesia, with support
from Anglican Overseas
Aid and ABM.
Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/
Iuma Bani
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laudia Roline-Kokona stands in the
middle of a lush, green open area near her
community. The oppressive heat doesn’t
diminish the beauty of the view before me, my
Australian eyes drinking in the open, green field
framed by trees and the waterfall spilling over the
cliff in the background, with the soundtrack of
the nearby Pacific Ocean filling my ears. It looks
idyllic.
But looks can so easily be deceiving. This open
green area should be full of the staple crops grown
in this part of Vanuatu – water taro, banana, kumala
(a sweet potato variety) and more. In March
2015, Cyclone Pam swept through this part of the
country, causing widespread destruction throughout
Claudia’s community – including destroying all of
their crops.
But when we visited in February this year, the
fields were still empty, because Cyclone Pam was
quickly followed by the El Nino drought, which
meant attempts to re-plant had failed.
It’s a striking illustration of the conclusions
of the 2015 World Risk Report, which declared
Vanuatu the riskiest country in the world to live
in. Natural disasters affect about one-third of the
population each year, with the remoteness of many
communities complicating relief efforts.
Claudia’s community is on the east coast of the
island of Maewo, in the north-east of Vanuatu. It
is highly isolated – to reach it we had to travel by
small plane, boat, 4WD ute and then walk down a
large mountain through the tropical heat and jungle.
There is no mobile phone access.
During the cyclone, the community’s 600
people squeezed into the two school buildings, with
a priority for the vulnerable, such as the elderly,

disabled, and women and children.
But not everyone could fit. “Some had to remain
outside, because there is lack of space inside the
classrooms,” said school principal Hendrix Aru. He
said that some people had to stay in the community,
sheltering as best they could in their own homes,
and those in the school buildings were jammed in
tight.
And then the cyclone ripped the roof off one of
the buildings and in the middle of the storm, people
had to try to make their way to the other building,
which was already full.
“It was a very, very dangerous situation,” said
Hendrix. “We had people screaming, crying,
moving, shouting. Makes it all confused.” It was a
miracle that nobody was injured.
Hendrix said that when the cyclone had moved
on, many trees and houses had been blown down,
there was dirt and flooding around the community,
dead animals and, the biggest impact of all, the
destruction of the crops.
Claudia has six children, with four of them still at
home. She said that after the cyclone, the fields were
just bare ground – all the trees had been knocked
down and all the water taro had been washed out.
Struggling to feed her family, they had to eat what
they could find of the fallen and rotting crops.
After a few weeks, emergency supplies of rice
arrived from our partner, the Anglican Church of
Melanesia (ACOM). The rice was taken by boat to
the west side of Maewo, and then hauled by truck
up the mountain range that runs down the middle of
the island. But because there is no road down to the
east side, community members had to climb up and
carry the bags of rice down by hand themselves.
This rice fed Claudia’s family for three weeks,
and was very important for helping to sustain the
community in the aftermath of the cyclone.
“I would like to say a very big thank you to you
guys for giving us the rice,” said Claudia.
When Cyclone Pam struck, our initial plan was
to help restore people’s livelihoods by distributing
seedlings to help regrow crops that were destroyed,
along with agricultural training.
However, as the fields in Claudia’s community
demonstrate, the El Nino drought meant that there
was no point planting crops, as they would not have
survived. The combination of the cyclone and the
drought revealed that more work needed to be done
to help communities be prepared for such events.
So, we joined forces with ABM to support a
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Claudia Roline-Kokona stands
in an empty field that should
be full of food crops. The crops
were destroyed by Cyclone Pam
in 2015, and the community has
been unable to re-grow anything
due to the El Nino drought.
Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/Iuma Bani

more comprehensive response from the Anglican
Church of Melanesia to help communities better
prepare for disasters such as cyclones and droughts.
Over the next 12 months, this response will
include:
• Helping to build improved emergency shelters
in communities.
• Helping to install more and improved rainwaterharvesting, such as rainwater tanks, to improve
water supplies for communities and families.
• Improving food security. This will include
supporting the restoration of kitchen gardens,
agricultural training for women and men on
a range of different crops, and provision of
seedlings.

• Improving training and capacity building,
particularly around disaster preparedness, that
will include workshops that will be held in
communities across the northern islands.
Working together, we hope to help communities
be able to cope better with the different challenges
nature throws at them, from cyclones to droughts
and more.
You can help us to be ready to respond
when disasters hit vulnerable nations such
as Vanuatu. Make a donation to the Rapid
Response Emergency Fund via our website
or by calling 1800 249 880.

Cyclone Pam
rampaged across
the 80 islands of
the Pacific nation
of Vanuatu on 13
March 2015. Out of a
population of 267,000
people, 188,000
were affected, with
110,000 people in
need of drinking
water, and many
left homeless or
with damaged
homes. Crop land
was damaged or
destroyed.
We joined with
ACT Alliance
members working
in Vanuatu as part
of a co-ordinated
response; we
were allocated the
northern islands,
where we work with
our partner, the
Anglican Church of
Melanesia (ACOM).
This was the first
time we have been
an implementing
partner in an ACT
Alliance emergency
response. We
submitted a proposal
to ACT Alliance to
work with ACOM in
partnership with ABM
– a fantastic example
of Anglican agencies
working together.

Good2Give Workplace Giving
Good2Give’s Workplace Giving Platform enables employees to make pre-tax donations to a charity direct from their pay.
We work with companies to develop programs that meet business objectives and boost employee participation.

$$

Mobile responsive to
donate anytime, anywhere

Achieve greater impact for your
business and the community

Charity validation and fund
distribution assured

Payroll management made easy

Support a broad range of
employee interests

Create a better place to work

Request a demo today
www.good2give.ngo

THY KINGDOM COME... ON EARTH
2016 END OF FINANCIAL YEAR APPEAL
Donate now to help our Anglican partners in developing countries work for the
kingdom of God as they battle poverty and injustice. Donate in one of three ways:
1 Online: www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au 2 By phone: 1800 249 880 3 Use the form below
All donations over $2 are tax deductible



Donation Details

Address Details

q I’d like to donate $________ as a one-off donation, or

Title: Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss / Other:___________________

q I’d like to give $________ regularly, every month by Credit Card

First Name:_ ____________________Surname:_________________

(Need more information first? Call us for Free on 1800 249 880)

Address:_ ______________________________________________

Payment Details
I’d like to pay by:

Suburb:_ _______________________________________________
State:__________________________Postcode:________________

q Cheque (payable to Anglican Overseas Aid)
q Credit Card
Card Number:

q Visa

q Mastercard

q Amex

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Expiry Date: ___ / ___

CVV No: _ ________________________

Tel:____________________________________________________
Help us to reduce costs by giving us your email.
q I’d like my receipts and my mailings by email

Name on Card:_ _________________________________________

Email:__________________________________________________

Signature:_ _____________________________________________

Parish:_________________________________________________
Supporter No.:___________________________________________

Please return to: PO Box 389, Abbotsford, VIC 3067
Freecall: 1800 249 880 | Fax: 03 9495 6891
Donate securely online: www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

Anglicord ABN 39 116 072 050
Donations over $2 are tax-deductible.
Your donation will be directed to a general fund that
allows us to support the work of our partners around
the world.
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