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Anglican Overseas Aid is a relief and 
development agency of the Anglican 
Church of Australia. When the 
late David Penman was appointed 
Archbishop of Melbourne in 1984, 
he soon realised Anglicans needed a 
way to respond to the many requests 
for support from Anglican churches 
and organisations around the world, 
particularly those impacted by 
disasters and emergencies.

As a result, the Archbishop of 
Melbourne’s International Relief and 
Development Fund was established by 
the Melbourne Diocesan Synod in 1988.

More than 25 years later the Fund, 
now called Anglican Overseas 
Aid, is a professional international 
development agency supporting 
projects in 10 countries across Africa, 
Central and South East Asia, the 
Middle East and the Pacific in the 
2015-16 financial year. Along with 

Our Vision
Anglican Overseas Aid’s vision is 
for a peaceful, just and sustainable 
world for all. We work in partnership 
with Anglican and like-minded 
organisations in developing countries 
to overcome poverty and injustice and 
respond to disasters and emergencies.

Our Purpose
Anglican Overseas Aid works to:

• Create and strengthen partnerships 
in developing countries to overcome 
poverty, injustice and disaster.

• Support our partners to respond and 
adapt to environmental challenges.

• Inspire Australians to be 
compassionate, involved and 
responsible global citizens.

supporting disaster and emergency 
responses, our work focuses mainly on:

• Improving health (HIV prevention, 
breast cancer screening, diagnosis and 
support, mother and child health).

• Economic advancement (solar lights, 
income generation activities).

• Well-being and resilience (food 
security, prevention of violence 
against women and children).

Although we understand our work 
as an integral part of the mission 
of the Church, we do not engage in 
evangelism or proselytising and do not 
use funds – whether public donations 
or from the Australian Government – 
for such activities.

We support our partners in their work 
to assist marginalised communities 
to take control of their own lives for 
the long term, to promote community 
wellbeing and lift themselves out of 
poverty. Our programs are available to 
all without discrimination of any kind.

Our work is motivated and informed by 
Christian faith and enacted through best-
practice development frameworks. We 
are fully accredited with the Australian 
Government and are a signatory to the 
ACFID Code of Conduct.
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To many of us, the world seems like 
an increasingly fragile place. There 
are many communities afflicted by 
poverty and no end of humanitarian 
disasters, both naturally occurring 
and those caused by humans. When 
we look around the world with open 
eyes it can fill us with a sense of 
fatigue and helplessness.

We should try to resist this. Our 
response to distress and disadvantage 
as followers of Christ is to exercise 
compassion as openly and generously 
as we can. We do this prayerfully 
and thoughtfully. One cause for 
optimism amidst all the bad news is 
the remarkable resilience displayed by 
many communities under stress, and 
the extraordinary acts of kindness that 
are often borne out of adversity. 

As Christians, we are commanded 
to love our neighbour, and to treat 
others the way we would like to be 
treated. It is important that we express 
concern for and solidarity with those 
who experience hardship, especially 
in communities where resources are 
scarce. One way that we can do this is 
by expressing practical help through 
agencies like Anglican Overseas Aid. 

Anglican Overseas Aid responds 
to short-term emergencies, for 
example, through its Rapid Response 
Emergency Fund, as well as engaging 
in longer-term recovery work long 
after the headlines have faded. It also 
undertakes development programs in 

complex settings. Tackling entrenched 
disadvantage in developing countries 
is a complex task requiring a lasting 
commitment. Through its work, 
Anglican Overseas Aid gives expression 
to the biblical mandates of both 
compassion and the pursuit of justice.

It is significant that Anglican Overseas 
Aid works primarily with Anglican 
partners. Such involvement brings the 
added benefit of building up church 
capacities and relationships across the 
globe. This is especially important as we 
aspire to greater solidarity and equality 
within the Anglican Communion. 

I know that Anglican Overseas Aid is 
the kind of organisation that reflects 
very carefully on what it can bring to 
the task of development as a faith-
based agency. In its programs it seeks 
to leverage the grass-roots networks 
of partners, their reach and voice, and 
their deep local knowledge. At home, 

Resisting fatigue,
restoring hope

Archbishop Philip Freier

it shares with churches and supporters, 
bringing a greater sense of shared 
mission. It is keen to communicate the 
theological mandate for its work and to 
encourage prayerful engagement from 
all who support it.  

I wish Anglican Overseas Aid well as it 
responds to the challenges of reduced 
government funding in creative 
ways through innovative programs, 
collaborations, social enterprise, and 
well-targeted advocacy. 

It is my pleasure to introduce its 
Annual Report for 2016.

Grace and peace in Christ Jesus.

The Most Reverend Dr Philip Freier, 
Archbishop of Melbourne and Primate of 
the Anglican Church of Australia.

President's Report
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The 2015/16 year has been an action 
packed year for Anglican Overseas 
Aid. The landscape in terms of 
government funding saw further 
contraction and a strong change 
of focus from Africa towards our 
own region of the world. We have 
responded with a new organisational 
strategy that strengthens program 
impact through innovation, social 
enterprise models of development, 
and new collaborations to achieve 
scale and reach. 

At an organisational level, our 
systems and processes were 
thoroughly road-tested in preparation 
for reaccreditation with the Australian 
Government. We are pleased to 
report that we passed our five-yearly 
reaccreditation with flying colours, 
providing us further access to federal 
funding. During the year we also 
had our status as a Public Benevolent 
Institution restored. This now enables 
staff to access salary packaging. 

On the financial front, we were 
able to deliver a modest surplus, 
however, we have had to downsize 

in anticipation of completion of 
our hugely successful The Road Less 
Travelled maternal and child health 
program after five years of funding 
from the Australian Government. 
We are proud of the achievements 
of that program, and more can be 
found on pages 6-7. Other signature 
programs continue through our 
Anglican partners around the world, 
and a number are highlighted in this 
Annual Report. 

In addition to our development 
programs, we have continued our long-
term support for major humanitarian 
emergencies in Nepal (earthquake), 
Vanuatu (Cyclone Pam), and Fiji 
(Cyclone Winston) and have also used 
our Rapid Response Emergency Fund 
to provide assistance with emergencies 
in Myanmar (floods), Burundi (civil 
unrest) and Sri Lanka (floods and 
landslides). This year our CEO chaired 
the Australian Church Agencies 
Network, a group of 11 church-based 
development agencies, and we entered 
into a coalition with a number of these 
agencies to better prepare communities 
for disasters in the Pacific. 

Our work is a ministry of the 
Anglican Church and we have 
continued to carefully frame our 
communications in a language that 
is meaningful to our supporters. 
We have been well represented in 
churches, theological conferences and 
colleges, and by local ambassadors. 
Our Advent and Lenten resources 
have been hugely successful, filling a 
gap in church life. 

We are also investing in building 
closer relationships with counterpart 
agencies internationally. 

The work begun in 2016 on our new 
website has now been completed, 
helping us to communicate more 
effectively with many of our 
supporters electronically including 
easier online donations. 

Overall, this was a particularly busy 
and productive year. We would like to 
thank Archbishop Philip for his keen 
interest in our work, and appreciate 
the dedication and support of all our 
donors, volunteers, partners and staff.

Report: Chair of the Board and CEO

Another action packed year
Julian Rait and Bob Mitchell
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This has been a challenging and 
rewarding year. One of the most 
important aspects of our year was our 
reaccreditation with the Australian 
Government’s Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade (DFAT). Being 
accredited with DFAT is extremely 
important for an agency like ours. 
It is not just our ability to receive 
government funds through the 
ANCP (Australian-NGO Cooperation 
Program) scheme, but it is a measure 
of our commitment to best practice in 
the international aid and development 
sector. Having robust accountability 
systems in place means that we are 
trusted with taxpayer dollars. We 
are appreciative and thankful for the 
time, insight and guidance provided 
by the DFAT Accreditation Team.

During the year we have continued 
our work with our Anglican and 
like-minded partners overseas. Our 
support of their grassroots community 
development projects has led to an 
improvement in the lives of many 

people affected by poverty. Our 
Government-funded Australia Africa 
Community Engagement Scheme 
(AACES) maternal and child health 
project in Ethiopia and Kenya has 
yielded some fantastic results, and we 
are sad to see the project come to an end 
this year. We are already implementing 
the learnings from this project in new 
programs and by other partners.

An important aspect of our work 
is the challenge of disasters and 
humanitarian emergencies. Due to 
the financial support of donors to our 
Rapid Response Emergency Fund, 
we were able to quickly respond to 
floods in both Myanmar (Sept 2015) 
and Sri Lanka (May 2016) as well as 
Cyclone Winston in Fiji (March 2016). 
As an implementing partner for ACT 
Alliance in response to Cyclone Pam 
in Vanuatu, we have engaged in 
ongoing work helping communities 
to rebuild their lives. We also had the 
privilege of joining members of the 
ACT Alliance on a Joint Monitoring 

Visit to Nepal to see how the 
rebuilding work has progressed since 
the earthquakes early in 2015.

From a financial perspective, we 
ended the year well. However we 
know that next year’s income will be 
significantly reduced as a result of 
the AACES program ending this year. 
Even so, our continued engagement 
with the Anglican Church and the 
loyalty of our core supporters has 
meant that the underlying giving 
trend has been upwards. For this 
we are extremely grateful. We are 
humbled by the continued generosity 
of our donors, who enable our 
partners to carry out their life-
changing work.

The Executive Team is made up of  
Brian Holmes, Marketing Manager;  
Alison Preston, International Programs 
and Partnerships Manager; and Sue Riley, 
Finance and Administration Manager.

Humbled by your generosity
Brian Holmes, Alison Preston and Sue Riley

Report: Executive Team
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Our work: Overseas

Anglican Overseas Aid is proud of a 
highly successful five year maternal and 
child health project – called The Road 
Less Travelled (TRLT) - that focused on 
nomadic communities in Ethiopia and 
Kenya. Sadly, Australian Government 
funding for this program (the Australia 
Africa Community Engagement Scheme 
or AACES) concluded in 2016.

Anglican Overseas Aid’s work 
through TRLT has benefited more 
than 358,000 people, with a particular 
aim to improve the health and 
wellbeing of nomadic pastoralist 
women and children. Many of the 
key achievements are listed in the 
infographic on the next page.

An evaluation of TRLT found that the 
project led to huge increases in safer 
births for mothers and children in 
communities that have some of the 
highest rates of maternal and infant 
death in the world.

Florence Nderitu, Project Coordinator 
in Kenya, notes that “the importance 
of TRLT is that it reached the 
unreached and empowered them to 
demand their right to health services 
provision. The core indicators of 
mother and child health improved 
because (health providers) fulfilled 
their role”.

Other successes included increased 
provision of safe water and sanitation, 
thousands of children vaccinated, 
improvements in nutrition and 
literacy, and small-scale economic 
activities that increased income and 
better care of livestock. 

These gains were achieved through 
strong collaboration with long-
standing partners, APDA in Ethiopia, 
and in Kenya the Mothers' Union of 
the Anglican Church (MUACK). The 
quality and impact of the program 

For example, in Maasai communities 
in northern Kenya there has been a 
400% increase in women giving birth 
with a Skilled Birth Attendant in a 
birth facility, rather than at home in 
remote communities with very limited 
access to trained medical care or 
transport in the case of complications.

According to Valerie Browning, Afar 
Pastoralist Development Association’s 
(APDA) Coordinator, “the greatest 
achievement (of TRLT) is that there 
are more mothers alive today, and 
communities have understood why 
and how they are still alive despite all 
the difficulties.”

Importantly, improvements in 
maternal and child health are partly 
a result of increased accountability of 
Government health service providers 
to communities, a key activity of TRLT.

A five year  
African journey
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Above: Maasai women at Morupusi, Kenya. 
Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/Phillip Walker

was significantly enhanced through 
partnership with The Nossal  
Institute for Global Health at the 
University of Melbourne, who 
provided specialist health advice as 
well as assistance with monitoring  
and evaluation.  

Whilst the numerical results of TRLT 
are impressive, we know that numbers 
alone do not measure success. There 
were major improvements to the 
quality of people’s lives. Women in 
these societies have a particularly 
subordinate role and TRLT gave 
special focus to improving the status 
and ability of women to be making 
decisions on matters that affect their 
lives. As a result more girls attended 
school and there was a decrease in 
girls being circumcised and married 
early. For the first time women were 
elected to development committees 
and into leadership structures.  

A survey in Kenya on changed 
relationships between women and men 
revealed an outstanding result as both 
women and men felt the project had 
increased unity and harmony in the 
home. Conversations with local people 
indicated that violence against women 
has decreased. Women surveyed felt 
that men’s attitudes and behaviour 
towards them had improved.

As an organisation committed to 
enabling grass-roots communities to 
be the decision-makers about their 
own future, Anglican Overseas Aid is 
proud of the formation of Community 
Development Committees (CDC). 
These CDCs now provide a structure 
for communities to meet, discuss 
and agree upon decisions, and then 
undertake and control activities to 
improve their wellbeing. Importantly, 
these committees are continuing 
despite the conclusion of project 

funding. In Kenya, many CDCs 
are registered and now eligible for 
funding from their own government. 
In Ethiopia, the CDCs are earning an 
income for local initiatives through 
bulk buying basic necessities and 
selling them cheaply in household 
sized packages.

The project was funded through the 
Australian Government’s AACES 
program, which operated from 
2011 to 2016 and comprised ten 
Australian NGOs with their African 
partners. These organisations worked 
together in a spirit of partnership and 
information sharing, increasing the 
impact of the program as a whole. 
An independent evaluation reported 
that “AACES was rated as one of 
the most high quality and effective 
programs” ever implemented through 
Australian Government international 
development funding.



The Road Less Travelled was our largest project. It was a maternal 
and child health project for nomadic communities in Kenya and Ethiopia.

Our work: Overseas
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Our impact in numbers

POPULATION IN PROJECT SITES

Women birthing with  
a Skilled Birth Attendant

4,261

Women birthing with a Traditional  
Birth Attendant and clean birthing kit

Pregnant women  
attending antenatal clinic

454 3,8071,224 613

1,837

2,261 7,241

9,502

Increased access to safe water

13,161

Increased access to sanitation Literacy training Children vaccinated

13,124 378,497 799

9,296

503 9,507

9,50210,010
8,935

3,578 5,357

Women and girls assisted from 
Traditional Harmful Practices

130,039

HIV awareness  
education delivered

Health messages  
delivered

19,529 110,510n/a 41,123

41,123

260,732 1,010,963

Family Planning and Reproductive  
Health education provided to couples

1,809

1,809 n/a

1,271,695

160,416

198,111

TOTAL

358,527 25,927
13,264

12,663

KENYA

332,600

147,152

185,448

ETHIOPIA

abc

Percent increase in women  
delivering at a health facility

400

400 n/a

Please note: n/a is not applicable due to project design not measuring these outcomes.

Church Agencies Network

The Church Agencies Network is a 
group of Australian church-based 
international development agencies 
who seek to support each other in 
improving their effectiveness. 
www.churchagenciesnetwork.org.au

ACT Alliance

ACT Alliance is a coalition of more 
than 140 churches and affiliated 
organisations working around the 
world on long term development 
and emergency response. Anglican 
Overseas Aid often responds to 
disasters and emergencies through 
ACT Alliance. Our membership 
allows us to respond quickly and 
effectively and know that the 
activities are being carried out to  
the highest global standards.  
www.actalliance.org

Anglican Alliance

The Anglican Alliance brings together 
those in the Anglican family of 
churches and agencies to work for a 
world free of poverty and injustice, 
to be a voice for the voiceless, to 
reconcile those in conflict, and to 
safeguard the Earth.  
www.anglicanalliance.org

9

Coalitions we work with

We work with Anglican and like-minded 
agencies to create and strengthen 
partnerships in developing countries to 
overcome poverty, injustice and disaster. 
While we work mainly with Anglican 
organisations, all our work is carried out 
on a non-discriminatory basis for the 
benefit of all.  

We support our 10 partners across 
Africa, the Middle East, Asia and the 
Pacific, to implement projects in 9 
countries, ranging across broad areas 
including HIV/AIDS awareness and 
community care, solar lighting, disaster 
response, breast cancer diagnosis and 
treatment, maternal and child health, 
promoting the elimination of Gender-
Based Violence, and more.

operational independence, mutual 
learning, a focus on strengths, 
openness to capacity growth, and 
a joint commitment to working 
towards the sustainability of 
development outcomes. Mutual 
partnership principles are agreed 
to and articulated in a Partnership 
Agreement signed with all partners.

For us, partnership is also about 
leveraging the links, resources and 
skills of each partner organisation to 
enhance program effectiveness and 
development impact. We recognise 
the strategic position of our partners 
within the life of a community, and 
the vital role they can play in the 
transformation of people and society.

As an agency of the Anglican Church of Australia, we make the 
most of the Church’s global connections and the vital guiding role 

that the Church can play in the transformation of people and society.

Our partners and how we work

Anglican Overseas Aid is a member of

We know that the people in the best 
position to make a difference are those 
who live and work in a community or 
are closely connected to them. This is 
why we work with partners who are part 
of their communities – they are trusted, 
share the everyday challenges of the 
people they work to support, and are in 
a position to reach the most neglected 
and vulnerable. They are committed to 
supporting communities to engage in 
and influence their own development.

Central to our approach is to 
work with in-country partners 
that encourage and facilitate 
positive change and development 
outcomes. To do this, we build 
long-term partnerships based on 



Our work: Overseas
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Below are figures for those projects jointly funded by the  
Australian public and by grants from the Australian Government.

Our impact in numbers

GAZA SOUTH AFRICA KENYA

Women screened  
for breast cancer

Women assuming roles as "safe 
persons" collectively at local, 
national and/or regional level

Community leaders and teachers 
trained as "safe persons" to reduce 
violence against women and children

Women trained in  
breast self-examination

Women survivors of violence  
who have received counselling

Children trained in their right to 
be safe from violence and sexual 
assault and to attend school

Health practitioners trained  
in greater understanding of  
cancer detection and care

School-aged boys provided  
with information on circumcision 
safety and preparedness

People who increased their income

1,003 820 200

7,255 520 1,100 

49 2000 1,080 

Australian Government grants to these projects were made through the Australia NGO Co-operation Program (ANCP).  
The Government decides how much to give us based in part on the amount of money donated by the Australian public.

MOZAMBIQUE VANUATU SOLOMON ISLANDS

Children who received  
health education in schools

Communities receiving  
self-reliance grants

People participating in new  
savings groups

People reached through health 
teaching in churches and mosques

People reached through  
new savings groups

People impacted by solar  
lights sales

People reached through  
door-to-door HIV teaching

People reached through  
financial training

17,603 11 1,232

18,260 242 595

56,319 230

People facilitated to receive  
an HIV test

1,606

31,812 15,400 

18,830 20,675

WOMENMEN

GIRLSBOYS

PEOPLE  
DIRECTLY 

BENEFITED:

86,717 
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To start a new initiative involves risk. New ideas however are  
essential to improving effectiveness, while risk can be managed.

For the past three years, Anglican 
Overseas Aid has partnered with 
the Anglican Diocese of Niassa in 
Mozambique on a water and sanitation 
pilot program. The primary focus of 
the program was education on safe 
hygiene to improve health practices. 
The program operated with 78 rural 
communities as well as in two towns.

The results were impressive. An 
end of program evaluation shows 

are drawn in to support it. The 
original program funded by Anglican 
Overseas Aid has gained financial 
support from other organisations  
such that the program now reaches 
over 180 villages and the impact  
has spread. 

The way the program was structured 
and functioned has also caused the 
Diocese to reflect upon their way 
of working. As a result they have 
strengthened their approach to 
community development, linking 
church structures to community 
committees. They have also integrated 
a number of separate projects into a 
whole package.

We are thrilled to have been able to 
support this innovative program 
which has led to an impact far greater 
than the initial investment.

Health benefits flow 
 from new initiative

Big changes delivered
Moving from the UK to Mozambique 
was a big shift for Joanne and her 
husband, Andy. They lived in a mud-
brick house with no running water 
and intermittent electricity.

the number of families who had 
lost a child to diarrhoea had halved, 
while the rate of children contracting 
diarrhoea reduced from over 50 
percent to 15 percent. This was 
because there was significant take-
up of people using latrines, from 33 
percent to 75 percent. There was also a 
remarkable increase – from 5 percent 
to 85 percent – in people boiling water 
before drinking. 

People’s knowledge on healthy 
practices also improved, which 
resulted in more positive behaviour. 
This included proper treatment for 
people contracting diarrhoea. The 
number of households that built their 
own latrines and washing facilities 
doubled during the life of the project.

One indication of a program being 
successful is that other organisations 

As the manager of the water and 
sanitation program funded by 
Anglican Overseas Aid, Joanne was 
encouraged by the sense of family 
that came from being part of the 
Anglican Church. “That is the beauty 
of the Church, that there is always 
that familiarity”, she reflected.

One of the biggest impacts on Joanne 
was the inherent faith in God in the 
communities. For them, “it's about 
relying on God day-by-day for 
everything and it becomes so much 
part of normal conversation”.

Joanne has been inspired by the 
resilience of the Mozambicans, as well 
as by their ability to find joy whatever 

the circumstances. She has learned 
that it’s possible to be joyful with 
what you have. “It's just a so much 
richer life than always striving for 
more”, she said.

Her time in Mozambique will not be 
forgotten by Joanne. Nor, we suspect, 
will her legacy be forgotten by the 
communities in the Diocese of Niassa.

Joanne Beale is a water engineer who 
spent 2014-16 working with communities 
in the Anglican Diocese of Niassa in 
northern Mozambique.



Our Work: Emergencies and Relief
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These two emergencies had continued 
significance for us through the 2015-16 
financial year. In the case of Cyclone 
Pam, Anglican Overseas Aid, for the 
first time, became an implementing 
partner for ACT Alliance. This has 
meant that we have continued to work 
with our partner on the ground, the 
Anglican Church of Melanesia, as they 
have worked to help communities 
rebuild. For Nepal, we were able to 
attend a Joint Monitoring Visit in 
January 2016 with ACT Alliance to 
witness firsthand the rebuilding work 
that has been undertaken. 

The following two photo stories are a 
result of staff visiting both places and 
reporting back on the relief work. We 
published both as report-backs for 
supporters in the Anglican Overseas Aid 
magazine, Abundance, as well as in a 
supplement in The Melbourne Anglican.

Committed to  
rebuilding the future

Nepal
The main focus of the initial emergency 
work was on providing instant relief 
in the form of tarpaulins for shelter, 
food and water. This happened within 
the first few days and weeks of the 
earthquakes hitting. 

Kedar Sapkota (pictured inset) is a 
subsistence farmer whose home collapsed 
on him when the earthquakes struck. He 
and most of his family were injured.

Having been dug out of the rubble, the 
community around them joined together 
to help nurse them. They were not able 
to work for a month due to injury. 

When we met Kedar and Ashmita, 
they had built a temporary house 
with livestock pens further down the 
hillside and closer to the village. Having 
received help with materials and a grant 
for livestock, they were in the process of 
rebuilding their lives. 

Their main concerns for the future were 
whether their house would survive the 
coming windy season or whether it 
would be blown over, and whether they 
would be able to replace the irrigation 
system that was destroyed.

In the first half of 2015, Anglican Overseas Aid responded to two 
significant disasters: Cyclone Pam that hit Vanuatu and the two 
earthquakes that rocked Nepal. 

Vanuatu
It is strange to think that  
one of the results from a  
cyclone would be drought.  
With so much water being  
deposited on a place, you would  
have thought the opposite. Yet in 
Vanuatu, that’s what happened in  
the wake of Cyclone Pam. The cyclone 
disrupted normal water supplies and 
often made freshwater salty.

Clifton Able (pictured right), from a 
community on the island of Espiritu 
Santo, said that the drought has dried 
up the water sources in his area that 
are shared by thousands of people. The 
pool that is their water source usually 
has a non-stop flow of fresh water but 
now cannot be used for drinking.

The local community needs to pay to 
get a truck to take them to the spring 
where they collect fresh water for 
drinking. It costs a day’s wage to pay 
for the truck, and they can collect 
enough water for six people for a week. 
Not only is this inconvenient, but it is 
also extremely costly for those looking 
to rebuild their lives after the cyclone.

Main image: Clifton Able by his community's 
water supply on Espiritu Santo. Photo: Anglican 
Overseas Aid/Iuma Bani

Inset: Kedar Sapkota outside his temporary  
house in Nepal. Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/
Brian Holmes
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EMERGENCIES AND RELIEF

1   ETHIOPIA: $25,000 

2   FIJI: $36,000 

3   MYANMAR: $20,000 

4   NEPAL: $36,500

5   NORTHERN IRAQ: $27,250

6   SOUTH SUDAN $5,800

7   SRI LANKA: $10,000 

8   SYRIA: $99,690

9

14 15

9   EAST AFRICA: $1,294,158 

Project: The Road Less Travelled, 
maternal and child health project across 
Ethiopia and Kenya

Partners: Mothers’ Union of the Anglican 
Church in Kenya and the Afar Pastoralist 
Development Association

12   KENYA: $186,098

Project: HIV and AIDS community care 

Partner: Mothers’ Union of the Anglican 
Church in Kenya, Diocese of Mt Kenya West

10   ETHIOPIA: $378,914

Project: Barbara May Maternity Hospital 

Partner: Afar Pastoralist Development 
Association and Barbara May Foundation

11   ETHIOPIA: $35,000

Project: Community Radio Station 

Partner: Afar Pastoralist Development 
Association

Africa
15   GAZA: $175,233 

Project: Breast cancer treatment and 
community education

Partner: Al Ahli Arab Hospital (run by 
Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem)

16   EAST JERUSALEM: $19,300

Project: Healthcare and education for 
vulnerable children 

Partner: Spafford Children’s Centre

17   MIDDLE EAST REGION: $15,000

Project: Support for diocesan Development 
Officer (working in Gaza and West Bank) 

Partner: Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem

Middle East
18   INDIA: $20,000

Project: Vocational training for 
marginalised women

Partner: Cathedral Relief Service (Kolkata)

19   MYANMAR: $20,000 

Project: Empowering and providing 
vocational training for repatriated  
refugee families

Partner: Five Talents (US), working with 
Anglican Church of the Diocese of the 
Province of Myanmar

Asia
20   SOLOMON ISLANDS: $158,697 

Project: Solar lighting, women’s 
empowerment, safety for women and girls

Partner: Anglican Church of Melanesia

21   VANUATU: $126,008

Project: Women’s and youth 
empowerment, income generation, solar 
lighting, education about social issues.

Partner: Anglican Church of Melanesia

Pacific

13   MOZAMBIQUE: $197,143 

Project: Community response to HIV and 
AIDS; water, sanitation and hygiene

Partner: Anglican Diocese of Niassa

14   SOUTH AFRICA: $140,378

Project: Women’s empowerment program 

Partner: Department of Social 
Responsibility, Anglican Diocese of 
Grahamstown

life.  
abundantly.  

for all.

* For the purposes of counting program countries, we follow the UN definition of Gaza 
and East Jerusalem as Occupied Palestinian Territories, and not legally part of the state 
of Israel. Note: Not all projects or emergency responses are included on this map.
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A snapshot of our work
In the 2015-16 year we supported our partners to do their 
life-changing work across four regions of the world.*

This map gives a small snapshot of that work and where 
it took place. For more information, head to our website: 
www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au/our-work
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Our Easter Appeal launched in March/
April of 2016 focused on the recovery 
and rebuilding work that follows in the 
aftermath of any emergency or disaster.

Titled Forgotten, not Forsaken, the appeal 
highlighted that often our knowledge 
and response to emergencies is driven 
by what is reported in the media. Once 
the stories drop out of the media, 
people naturally don’t realise that our 
partners on the ground are still at work 
helping to rebuild communities.

Additionally, there are many instances 
of emergencies around the world that 
are not reported on. As part of the 
worldwide Anglican Communion, 
and global alliances of development 
agencies, we are often invited to 
respond to disasters and emergencies 
that do not feature prominently in the 
Australian media. Fortunately, our 
Rapid Response Emergency Fund allows 
us to make contributions to some of 
these emergencies without us needing to 
launch an appeal with supporters.

In the 2015-16 period, only one major 
natural disaster hit the media, and that 
was Cyclone Winston that devastated 
parts of Fiji in February. However, we 
did contribute to some emergencies 
that were not reported in the press, 
and we continued to disburse funds 
to those humanitarian crises that have 
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been going on for many years. On 
this page you will find details of 
funds that we have applied to such 
emergency relief work.

Fiji: $36,000

Cyclone Winston hit Fiji on 20 and 21 
February 2016, causing widespread 
devastation. The Category 5 storm was 
the strongest cyclone to ever make 
landfall in Fiji. Our partner for this 
emergency response was the Anglican 
Missions Board (AMB) in New Zealand. 
AMB worked in the village of Maniava 
on the eastern side of Fiji, rebuilding 
people’s homes. Its aim was to rebuild 
homes for 33 households, providing 
shelter for 138 people in total.

Ethiopia: $25,000

As part of the effect of El Nino 
around the world, Ethiopia once 
again suffered significant drought. 
We supplied our partner, APDA (Afar 
Pastoralist Development Association) 
with $25,000 to support their drought 
work, which included transporting 
water to affected areas.

Myanmar: $20,000

At the end of July 2015, Cyclone Komen 
swept across South-East Asia, causing 
larger than normal monsoonal flooding 
in the region, including in Myanmar. 
We supported our partner, the Anglican 
Church of the Province of Myanmar, in 
their relief work with the communities 
of Mandalay, Sittwe and Yangon.

Sri Lanka: $10,000

On 15 May 2016 Sri Lanka was hit by 
large storms that caused widespread 
flooding and landslides, with whole 
villages submerged. We sent $10,000 
from our Rapid Response Emergency 
Fund to support the emergency 
response work of the Board of Social 
Responsibility of the Diocese of 
Colombo (Anglican Church of Ceylon).

Ongoing emergency and 
rebuilding appeals:
•  Nepal: $36,500

•  Northern Iraq: $27,250

•  South Sudan: $5,800

•  Syria: $99,690

Our Work: Emergencies and Relief

This year’s appeals

Left: Temporary shelter in 
Maniava village. Photo: 
Anglican Overseas  
Aid/Bob Mitchell

Our connection with the Anglican Church is reflected in our work to build  
a just, peaceful and sustainable world through effective development. 

Anglican Overseas Aid believes the 
Christian gospels tell us the story 
of God-in-Christ coming to bring 
abundant life to all people. They 
challenge each of us to actively 
participate, live and work for the kind 
of world Jesus tells us about and that 
he embodied.

We are primarily engaged in 
international development work 
– supporting communities around 
the world to lift themselves out of 
poverty. On the ground, this is played 
out by building on the strengths in 
our partner communities and striving 
to achieve sustainable outcomes that 
improve quality of life. In this regard, 
churches have the capacity to bring 
about social change because they are 
local, embedded, an authoritative 
voice, geographically disbursed, 
and a permanent presence in their 
communities.

Anglican Overseas Aid was created 
as a ministry of the Anglican Church 
in Australia, and we understand 
what we do in that light. We work 
with a variety of Anglican audiences 
to promote a deeper understanding 
of development and global justice 
issues. As a Christian faith-based 
organisation, we also do our best to 
ensure our work supporting those 
who live in poverty is people-centred, 
committed and relational.

In addition to our engagement with 
the church, we are also involved in 
pan-denominational activities with 
our peer agencies. We are a member 
of the Australian Church Agencies 
Network, which is a collaboration of 
11 church-based agencies representing 
the main denominations. The CEOs 
of each agency meet regularly, as do 
the respective international program 
managers. The network is a vital way  
of sharing and learning from each other.

We consider it as both our privilege 
and responsibility to continue to 
live out our Christian identity. We 
are thankful for the warm response 
received from many Anglican 
congregations and supporters.

The gospels record that Jesus had 
a special affinity for those living 
in poverty. When we live this out 
ourselves in the framework of 
relationships, we see that it is not 
only the communities with whom we 
work who are transformed, but we 
are transformed as well. The former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan 
Williams, puts it this way: “We are not 
trying to solve someone else's problem 
but to liberate ourselves from a toxic 
and unjust situation in which we, the 
prosperous, are less than human.”

Our work with local churches 
has dramatically increased in the 
past year through speaking at 
more churches and encouraging 
congregations with the Christian 
mandate to care for those living in 
poverty and linking this to the work 
of Anglican Overseas Aid.
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The faith behind  
our work



Our Work: Australia

Popularity of Advent  
and Lent booklets
Over the last 12 months we have 
continued to communicate the 
importance of our Anglican identity, 
introducing reflection booklets for Advent 
and Lent. The booklets invited people to 
rediscover the reflective opportunities of 
the Advent and Lent seasons.

The response to the Advent and Lent 
booklets was overwhelming, with 
more than 11,000 copies of the Advent 
booklet and more than 5,000 copies 
of the Lent booklet sent to supporters 
across Australia.

We also received a number of 
appreciative comments from supporters 
about the booklets, particularly around 
the accessible content. 

Grandma Martha  
a real hit
As part of our partnership with the 
Campaign for Australian Aid, we 
had a wonderful video produced 
about Grandma Martha, a Kenyan 
grandmother who, in 2001, was left  
to raise her young grandsons after her 
son died of AIDS. 

Interacting  
with our partners
We were honoured to be visited by 
a number of our partners during the 
year. In November, Valerie Browning, 
who has been so faithful in her work 
with the Afar people in northern 
Ethiopia for so many years, visited 
Australia and agreed to speak at our 
Annual General Meeting.

Holland Sikou also visited us from 
Solomon Islands. Holland is the 
Solar Coordinator for the Anglican 
Church of Melanesia, our partner 
in Solomon Islands. He attended a 
conference during his visit and gave 
us a fascinating firsthand account 
of the great work that is happening 
in Solomon Islands around the 
installation of solar lights.

In May, Joanne Beale, who has 
been working with our partner, 
the Anglican Diocese of Niassa in 
Mozambique, visited Melbourne and 
gave a comprehensive presentation of 
the work of the Diocese in combatting 
HIV and AIDS as well as the work 
they are doing in providing access to 
clean water and sanitation. 

Following the launch of the video 
on our website and on social media, 
Grandma Martha became very 
popular, and the video is now being 
shown in Anglican churches when 
visits are made by our Church and 
Community Engagement Coordinator.

Increasing  
our visibility
In January, we were a sponsor of the 
Life in Abundance conference run by 
Trinity College Theological School in 
Melbourne. The conference attracted 
Anglicans from all over Australia and 
allowed us to promote our work to a 
wide audience of Anglican leaders. 

Three of our staff attended the 
conference and we also played a 
significant role in organising and 
attending the Young Anglicans forum 
and Climate Change forum as part of 
the conference. 

We were also a sponsor at the annual 
CMS Summer Under the Son conference, 
where we had the opportunity to 
further promote our work.
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Highlights from our year
An overarching strategic goal of Anglican Overseas Aid is to leverage our Anglican identity in building 
a just, peaceful and sustainable world through effective development. Over the last year, this has been 
implemented in our work within Australia through continued strengthening of our Anglican identity and 
church and community engagement.

Developing  
relationships  
with churches
Our Church and Community 
Engagement Coordinator has 
continued to strengthen our 
relationships with Anglican churches 
across the country. A visit to Perth in 
November allowed us to connect with 
a number of Anglican parishes that 
have been faithfully supporting us. We 
also connected with Anglican parishes 
in Moama and Deniliquin to follow up 
on a previous staff visit. Relationships 
have deepened, as we have also been 
invited to return to many churches.

The ongoing generosity  
of our supporters
Our supporters, both individuals, 
churches and other organisations, 
continue to provide generously to our 
work. It is not just the financial support 
though that has made a difference; 
it is also the support of prayer and 
awareness-raising that continues to make 
more people mindful of our efforts.

Particular thanks goes to our faithful 
Ambassadors. These supporters, who 
represent us in their parishes and 
dioceses across the country, go out of 
their way to raise awareness and funds 
for our work.

Consolidating  
our visual imagery
Over the last 12 months we 
consolidated our messaging and visual 
identity by continuing to explore 
the imagery in our appeals. We have 
received consistent positive feedback 
about the illustrative approach that we 
adopted last year. 

Our appeals and other communications 
have harnessed this unique approach 
as we have continued to build on 
themes based around our Christian 
faith and identity.

Working together  
for change
We are aware that much more can be 
achieved in conjunction and partnership 
with others. For this reason, we 
continue to be a part of coalitions of 
like-minded organisations that further 
the cause of poverty alleviation. This 
also enables our supporters to be 
educated about wider efforts to make 
a more lasting influence on the lives of 
people living in poverty.

Micah Australia

During 2015-16, we continued to be a 
member of Micah Australia (formerly 
Micah Challenge), a movement of 
Christian agencies, churches and 
individuals who advocate for a more 
just and peaceful world for everyone. 
www.micahaustralia.org

Stop the Traffik

Stop the Traffik is a global movement 
fighting to prevent human trafficking. 
We are a member of the Australian 
arm of Stop the Traffik.  
www.stopthetraffik.com.au
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Left: Image used for the  
End of Financial Year appeal
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CEO
The Reverend Dr Bob Mitchell

LLB, MPhil, GradDipTax, GradDipTheol, MThSt, GradCertMin, PhD

Dr Mitchell has a passion for aid and development as a ministry 
of the church. His PhD focused on the way Christian theology can 
influence international development work and practice. Before 
joining Anglican Overseas Aid, he was a senior executive at World 
Vision Australia serving in both strategic and operational roles. 
Dr Mitchell has more than 25 years’ corporate experience as a 
solicitor, including almost 15 years as a partner at PwC, which 
he brings to his current role. He has served on several not-for-
profit boards: BlueCare, World Relief, the PwC Foundation, Timor 
Children’s Foundation, and Global Health and Development 
Network. Dr Mitchell is currently a director of Western Health, 
and is a member of the international advisory board of the 
Christian Journal for Global Health. 

International Programs 
and Partnerships Manager
Alison Preston

Alison is passionate about the role that 
faith-based organisations play in promoting 
sustainable development, and has twenty 
years’ experience working with local 
partners to address poverty, injustice and 
conflict in Africa and the Middle East. Alison 
has a strong commitment to empowering 
women and girls as decision-makers in their 
own lives, and to addressing gender-based 
inequality. Before joining Anglican Overseas 
Aid, Alison worked as a photo-journalist 
in East Africa, with a focus on women and 
children affected by civil conflict. Alison is 
actively engaged in the Anglican church.

Marketing and 
Communications Manager
Brian Holmes

Brian has spent more than 20 years working 
within the publishing industry in the UK and 
Australia, and more than 12 years running 
his own marketing and design consultancy, 
with regular forays as an author, book and 
magazine publisher and website editor. He 
has a Masters in Vocational Practice: Aid and 
Development from Tabor College, Victoria, 
which complements his BA (Hons) in Theology 
and Diploma in Marketing. Before joining 
Anglican Overseas Aid Brian worked for TEAR 
Australia in a similar role for several years.

Finance and 
Administration Manager
Sue Riley

Sue is a Chartered Accountant with more 
than 20 years’ experience working in 
the not-for-profit sector. She has worked 
mostly in the health sector as a senior 
finance manager for private hospitals, 
public hospitals, Victorian Government 
health departments and private consultants 
specialising in health. 

Learn more about our team on our website: 
anglicanoverseasaid.org.au/about-us/our-staff

The Most Reverend  
Dr Philip Freier

BAppSc, DipEd, BD, MEdSt, PhD, 
FAICD, Archbishop of Melbourne

President

Executive Team
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Our People and Accountability
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PRESIDENT

MEMBERS

BOARD
COMMITTEES

DevCom

GAN

FRAC

All committee members are board  
directors unless indicated with an *

Committees

Governance and 
Nominations  
Committee (GAN)
The Governance and Nominations 
Committee is responsible for working 
with and supporting the CEO to 
ensure that the governance of Anglican 
Overseas Aid meets the highest 
standards. This includes overseeing 
appointments to the board of directors 
and committees, the appointment and 
performance of the CEO, education and 
development of board and committee 
members and the CEO, and to assist 
the CEO in identifying candidates for 
senior management positions.

Committee members:
• Denise Nichols OAM (Chair)
• Claire Miller
• Lisa Brookman
• Associate Professor Julian Rait

The Anglican Overseas Aid board has established standing 
committees to improve board effectiveness and efficiency where 
activities require more concentrated effort and specialist skills.

Finance, Risk and  
Audit Committee (FRAC)
The Finance, Risk and Audit 
Committee is responsible for 
statutory compliance, accounting, risk 
management and finance. Members 
of the committee also offer an expert 
resource for supporting Anglican 
Overseas Aid staff when dealing with 
such matters. Their work includes 
oversight of all financial reporting, 
preparing the annual budget, and 
assessing opportunities for the agency 
to increase income.

Committee members:
• Anthony Hickson (Chair)
• Ray Hughes-Odgers*
• Luke Phillips
• Associate Professor Julian Rait
• David Woods OAM*

Development  
Committee (DevCom)
The Development Committee is 
responsible for ensuring Anglican 
Overseas Aid’s development programs 
are of the highest quality and comply 
with the agency’s strategic direction. 
Members of the committee also 
provide expert technical resources 
and support to Anglican Overseas Aid 
staff in relation to programs. Their 
roles include shaping and reporting 
on the geographic and sectoral focus 
of programs, recommending new 
programs, partners and countries, 
and reporting on the quality and 
effectiveness of our work.

Committee members:
• Glenn Scott (Chair)
• Dr Nathan Grills*
• Dr Alison Morgan*
• Dr Chris Morgan
• Naomi Nayagam
• Andrew Newmarch*
• Denise Nichols OAM
• Fiona Oates*
• Associate Professor Julian Rait

Notes about structure:

1) The President is a member of Anglican Overseas Aid, and takes an active 
interest in its work and direction.

2) The Archbishop-in-Council approves the directors of Anglican Overseas 
Aid. The persons approved as directors are subsequently confirmed by the 
membership of the company at the AGM.

3) The CEO reports to the Board, and executive staff report to the CEO.

4) The committees can be made up of Board members, staff and external experts.

Fundraising Institute Australia

Anglican Overseas Aid is an 
Organisational Member of the Fundraising 
Institute Australia (FIA), the national 
peak body representing professional 
fundraising in Australia. We adhere to 
and comply with the FIA’s Principles and 
Standards of Fundraising Practice. Find 
out more at: www.fia.org.au

CEO
Finance & 

Administration 
Manager

International 
Programs  
Manager

Marketing  
Manager

23

ACFID member and  
the Code of Conduct

The Australian Council for International 
Development (ACFID) is the peak 
body for Australian not-for-profit aid 
and development organisations. It was 
founded in 1965 and has more than 100 
member agencies.

Anglican Overseas Aid is an ACFID 
member and signatory to the ACFID 
Code of Conduct, which defines 
minimum standards of governance, 
management and accountability for non-
government development organisations. 
The Code has an independent 
complaints handling process.

To find out more about the Code or 
lodge a complaint against Anglican 
Overseas Aid’s compliance with the 
Code, please email code@acfid.asn.au 
or go to: www.acfid.asn.au

Accredited by the  
Australian Government

We are fully accredited by the 
Australian Government’s Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), 
meeting all standards required. DFAT 
is responsible for managing Australia’s 
overseas aid program. As an accredited 
agency, we receive Australian 
Government funds for a number of our 
programs. www.aid.dfat.gov.au

As a professional international development organisation, 
Anglican Overseas Aid is held accountable for its use of 

funds and how it does its work in a number of ways.

Accountability

Feedback and complaints 
We welcome feedback of all forms, and 
we have a formal complaints process.

To provide feedback, read our complaints 
policy or lodge a complaint please email 
aoa@anglicanoverseasaid.org.au or call 
us for free from anywhere in Australia on 

Australian Charities and Not-For-
Profit Commission (ACNC)
Anglican Overseas Aid is registered as a 
charity and Public Benevolent Institution 
with ACNC. ABN 39 116 072 050

1800 249 880. Calls from outside Australia 
can be made to +61 3 9495 6100.

Feedback and complaints may be also be 
emailed directly to the Chair of the Board: 
chair@anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

During 2015-16 we received no complaints.



Income Statement
For the year ended 30 June 2016 

REVENUE 2016 $ 2015 $

Donations and gifts

Monetary 1,273,220 1,485,014

Non-monetary - -

Bequests and legacies 111,214 19,080

Grants

DFAT 1,987,086 2,041,059

Other Australian 16,318 32,713

Other overseas  -  - 

Investment Income 69,583 85,271

Other Income - -

TOTAL REVENUE 3,457,421 3,663,137

EXPENDITURE 

International Aid and Development Programs Expenditure

International Programs

Funds to international programs  2,246,134  1,955,358 

Program support costs  1,029,354  1,307,881 

Community education  147,142  162,413 

Fundraising costs

Public  280,435  219,823 

Government, multilateral and private  14,617  3,840 

Accountability and administration  111,376  132,174 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 3,829,058 3,781,489

Excess/(shortfall) of revenue over expenses  
from continuing operations (371,637) (118,352)

Project Funds Raised for Future Disbursement 174,457 (56,509)

EXCESS/(SHORTFALL) OF REVENUE OVER EXPENDITURE (197,180) (174,861)

Note: For the purposes of the Australian Council for International Development Code of Conduct, at the end of 30 June 
2016, Anglicord had no transactions in the following categories: Revenue for International Political or Religious Adherence 
Promotions Programs, Non Monetary expenditure, Expenditure for International Political or Religious Proselytisation 
Programs and Domestic Programs Expenditure.

Our Finances
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Statement of Financial Position
For the year ended 30 June 2016 

ASSETS 2016 $ 2015 $

Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents  2,010,701  3,800,269 

Trade and other receivables  3,859  13,777

Total Current Assets 2,014,560  3,814,046 

Non-current Assets

Financial assets - -

Property, plant and equipment 14,338 16,691

Total Non-current Assets 14,338 16,691

TOTAL ASSETS 2,028,898 3,830,337

LIABILITIES

Current liabilities

Trade and other payables  71,915  105,960 

Current tax liabilities (10,979)  110,212 

Other financial liabilities  726,270  2,177,944 

Provisions 40,537 31,831

Total Current Liabilities 827,743 2,425,947

Non-current Liabilities   

Employee provisions - 6,056

Total Non-current Liabilities - 6,056

TOTAL LIABILITIES 827,743 2,432,003

NET ASSETS 1,201,155 1,398,334

EQUITY

Retained Earnings 655,812 852,991

Reserves - Restricted 545,343 545,343

TOTAL EQUITY 1,201,155 1,398,334
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Our Finances

Table of Cash Movements for Designated Purposes
For the year ended 30 June 2016 

MAJOR PROJECTS
Cash available 
at beginning of 
financial year* $

Cash raised  
during financial 

year $

Cash disbursed 
during financial 

year $

Cash available  
at end of  

financial year $
Comment

DFAT: ANCP -  959,991  959,991 - Govt funds & 
Private Donors

Kenya & Ethiopia:  
Maternal Child & Health  1,514,571  10,231  1,371,028  153,774 Govt funds 

Restricted donation  545,343  -    -    545,343 Private donors

Total for other purposes  1,740,355  1,460,104  1,888,875  1,311,584 Private donors

TOTAL REVENUE  3,800,269  2,430,326  4,219,894  2,010,701 

The items listed on the above cash movements table represent income for activities which constitute 10% or more of total income.

*Cash includes 'Cash and cash equivalents' and 'Financial Assets'

Retained 
Earnings $

Unrestricted 
Reserves $

Restricted 
Reserves $ Total $

Balance at 1 July 2014 852,992  - 545,343 1,398,335

Excess of expenses  
over revenue (197,180)  -  - (197,180)

Other amounts transferred  
(to) or from reserves  -  -    -   -

Balance at 30 June 2015 655,812  - 545,343 1,201,155

Statement of Changes in Equity
For the year ended 30 June 2016 

During the financial year, there were no 
transactions that required adjustment or 
changes in equity due to, for example, 
adoptions of new accounting standards 
nor items of other comprehensive income.

The Summary Financial Reports have 
been prepared in accordance with the 
requirements set out in the ACFID Code 
of Conduct.  For further information on 
the Code please refer to the ACFID Code 
of Conduct Guidance Document available 
at www.acfid.asn.au.
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Where does your money go?
Percentages of total expenditure for the financial year.

  International Programs

  Community Education

  Accountability and Administration 

  Fundraising

86%

8%
2%

4%
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Visit us online
www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au 

www.facebook.com/AnglicanOverseasAid

@AnglicanOAid

plus.google.com/+AnglicanoverseasaidOrgAu

www.youtube.com/anglicanoverseasaid

Contact us
Freecall: 1800 249 880

T: (03) 9495 6100

F: (03) 9495 6891

E: aoa@anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

PO Box 389, Abbotsford 3067

1/165 Victoria Parade, Collingwood 3066

ABN 39 116 072 050


