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You cannot read the Scriptures without noticing the repeated references to 
widows and orphans; it is, in many ways, Biblical code to remind those who 
claim to follow God that they must serve people who are disadvantaged, 

marginalised and vulnerable.

Yet even in our modern, globalised world, help is needed for such people, and 
sometimes they are, literally, widows and orphans.

In this edition of our newsletter, we have a particularly poignant focus on how our 
work in Kenya helps those who have been widowed and orphaned by HIV/AIDS.

Last year I visited the project in the Nyeri area, a few hours north of the capital 
Nairobi. Here the Mothers’ Union of the Anglican Church of Kenya works on a 
comprehensive community response to the impact of HIV/AIDS. One aspect helps 
HIV-positive parents to prepare ‘Memory Books’ for their children. 

What struck me in visiting villages where the Memory Books were used is how  
something so simple can have so much impact. An exercise book with handwritten 
messages and pasted-in photos could become one of the most valuable 
possessions in the life of a child after their parent has died. 

I saw how this simple book means that a child can have a heightened sense of 
place in the world – and the assurance of love. It was also comforting for parents 
with HIV to know that their child would always have something tangible and 
personal to remember them by. 

On page 9, we share the story of one orphan who has been helped by the Memory 
Book project, along with the reflections of the Reverend Tracy Lauersen from St 
Hilary’s Kew/North Balwyn, who also visited the project recently. We will be sharing 
more stories and photos regularly on our website and via social media.

I am full of profound gratitude for those who have supported work such as the 
Kenya HIV/AIDS project over 
so many years, along with the 
many who have responded 
so generously to emergency 
appeals. It has been a big year 
for disasters and emergencies, 
and on pages 6,7 and 8 we 
report on how your donations 
have been helping vulnerable 
people in Syria, the Philippines 
and South Sudan through our ACT Alliance partners working in each country.

I am deeply moved by the faithfulness of all our supporters, particularly knowing 
that many people are on low or fixed incomes. One of the markers of the people 
of God is that we have a deep trust that we can be generously participating in 
the Kingdom of God knowing that our needs will also be met, and this trust is 
repeatedly reflected in the generosity of our supporters.

We are a ministry of the church, and are passionate about helping to teach God’s 
people about the work that we do and what it means for a life of following Jesus. 
Please contact us if you would like to arrange a speaker for your church, school or 
community group.

I hope that you find this edition of the newsletter engaging and informative.
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Front Cover: Charles looks at a Memory Book prepared for 
him by his mother before she died of AIDS. The Memory Books 
are part of the HIV/AIDS program run by our partner in Kenya. 
See page 9 for full story. Photo: Jeff Waweru

CoNteNts 2013 annual Report available 
“This year we 
adopted the slogan  
‘Life. Abundantly. 
For all’,” says Chief 
Executive Bob 
Mitchell in our  
2012-13 Annual 
Report.

“As a paraphrase 
of Jesus’ words in John 10:10, there 
is no better way to describe how we 
understand our reason for existing – the 
realisation of the abundant life promised 
to all by God.”

Find out how your support has been 
helping to make that vision a reality 
around the world. Download the Annual 
Report from our website, or call us on 
1800 249 880 to request a hard copy. 

  
www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au/
news-and-resources/annual-reports

Updates from Myanmar
Recently we asked Tamas Wells to 
spend time with the Anglican church of 
Myanmar to find out the possibilities 
of supporting their work as the country 
goes through major changes, including 
the likely return of refugees who have 
lived in camps on the Thai border for 
more than 20 years. 

Tamas, who has many years’ experience 
living and working in Myanmar, wrote his 
reflections in a number of blogs for our 
website. 

  
www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au/
our-work/myanmar-burma 

Lighting up surrender
We’re excited to be an Endorsing Partner 
for this year’s Surrender conference 
in March at Belgrave Heights. For 10 
years Surrender has gathered Australian 
Christians to share ideas, stories and 
hope on justice, discipleship and 
mission, growing to become the largest 
gathering of its kind. Our display 
features examples of the solar lights that 
we provide across the Pacific.

If you missed the conference, check 
out the website and start planning your 
diary for the 2015 event now.

 
www.surrender.org.au 

the gift of light, all year round…
In November we 
launched the 
second annual 
Gifts of Light 
catalogue to 
support our solar 
lighting work in 
the Pacific. But it’s 
not just for Christmas – you can buy 
a gift for a poor family or student on 
behalf of a family member or friend all 
year round. Every solar light purchased 
helps a community to become safer, 
smarter and healthier. Find out more:

  
www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au/
donate/gifts

Video: teams of Life in Mozambique

Find out how communities in northern 
Mozambique have taken a grassroots 
HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention 
project and expanded its impact in 
our latest video. Community action 
groups called Equipas de Vida (Teams 
of Life) have initiated their own projects 
to support orphaned and vulnerable 
children, start farms to feed the hungry, 
and help the elderly and sick.

Watch the video on our YouTube Channel.

 
www.youtube.com/anglican 
overseasaid

How generous are australians?
In November last year, ABC TV’s current 
affairs program Lateline broadcast a story 
examining the generosity of ordinary 
Australians and cuts to the aid budget. 
It featured interviews with our Chief 
Executive Bob Mitchell and one of our 
supporters, Michael Little. You can watch 
the story online.

 
 
www.abc.net.au/lateline/ 
content/2013/s3900490.htm

CHaRItaBLe BeQUests
Life is unpredictable, which is why it’s so 
important to have a valid Will.

We all want to make provisions for our loved 
ones, but many people choose to leave a final 
donation to a charity of their choice.

By doing so, you can continue to have a  
positive impact on the world for years to come.
 
A young woman of the Afar community, Ethiopia.  
(Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid)

“It doesn’t matter how much you have. What matters is how much you 
are willing to give from what you have.” 2 Corinthians 8:12

For a confidential discussion on leaving a bequest 
to Anglican Overseas Aid please Freecall 1800 249 880

IN BRIeF

By Reverend Bob Mitchell,  
Chief Executive,  
Anglican Overseas Aid.
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By Bishop Alison Taylor

In the book of Amos, we learn that 
in his early life the prophet was a 
herdsman and a dresser of sycamore 

trees, a type of wild fig usually gathered 
by poor people. The fruit was inferior 
to that of the domesticated fig tree – 
smaller, dryer, hardier. By gashing the 
small fruit or “dressing” them as Amos 
calls it, ripening was hastened.  

I always think that this detail about Amos’ 
background speaks volumes. It explains 
his solidarity with the poor that comes 
through so eloquently in his book. Amos 
knew what it was to be desperate for a 
harvest, however sparse and bitter, for 
that would be the difference between life 
and death.

And so Amos was sent by God around 
the year 750 BCE to preach to the 
northern Israelite tribes of Samaria. 

Amos declared that what God had 
seen God could no longer bear. He saw 
the haves and have-nots. He saw the 
rich amusing themselves in the city of 
Samaria with wine-tastings and musical 
soirées, in houses decorated with ivory 
inlay. He saw them travelling piously 
as pilgrims to the Lord’s sanctuary at 
Bethel, while the poor survived on 
wheat chaff and the destitute were sold 
into slavery.

It is Amos who spoke the words that 
were made famous by the American Civil 
Rights movement of the 1960s: 

“I hate, I despise your festivals, 
and take no delight in your solemn 

assemblies. Even though you offer 
me your burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not accept them;

Take away from me the noise of 
your songs; I will not listen to the 
melody of your harps.  

But let justice roll down like 
waters, and righteousness like an 
everlasting stream.”

This theme occurs again and again 
through the prophetic books of the 
Hebrew Scriptures – it is prominent in 
Isaiah and Jeremiah – and in the New 
Testament, powerfully in the parables 
and sayings of Jesus Christ. 

The Lord loves those who are poor. He 
sees their suffering. The Lord wants 
justice for the poor. He is not pleased 
with opulence or affluence, no matter 
how many prayers are said or how many 
church services are attended. It is simply 
no substitute.

Anglican Overseas Aid
Twenty-five years ago, Archbishop David 
Penman was moved by the plight of poor 
and destitute Anglican communities 
around the world. He was moved 
especially by letters from bishops in 
places where people had lost the little 
they had because of natural disasters 
or emergencies – earthquake, drought, 
flood, war. Where even the harvest of 
wild figs or its equivalent had failed. 
So was born in 1988 the Archbishop of 
Melbourne’s International Relief and 
Development Fund.

Today, the agency now called Anglican 
Overseas Aid has grown to be a 
professional international development 
organisation working with local partners 
on projects across Africa, Asia, the 
Middle East and the Pacific. This work 
includes HIV and AIDS prevention, safe 
and effective solar lighting, breast cancer 
diagnosis and management, gender-
based violence prevention, and primary 
healthcare and literacy programs, as well 
as retaining its original commitment to 
emergency relief.   

The agency’s vocation …
Today we need Anglican Overseas Aid 
more than ever to continue and to 
expand its work; in particular to help poor 
communities meet the new challenges 
posed by globalisation, climate change, 
and government fiscal stringency.  

We also need this agency to continue 
because of the biblical compassion at its 
heart, to work with partner communities 
with whom others will not work because 
those communities are considered too 
poor or too under-resourced. I believe this 
“going where others will not” is a precious 
part of Anglican Overseas Aid’s witness.

We also need the organisation to help 
Anglicans and others in Australia to 
continue to see the poor. Like the urban 
elite of Samaria in Amos’ day, we are all in 
danger of ceasing to see. 

Our new Federal Government will not 
be giving a timetable for Australia’s 
aid spending to reach the Millennium 
Development Goal target of a modest 

Members of the South Sudanese choir light 
prayer candles for Anglican Overseas Aid’s 
partners.   
All photos: Kit HaseldenCelebrating 

25 YEARS
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On 17 October, 2013, supporters of Anglican Overseas 
Aid gathered for a special service at St Paul’s Cathedral in 
Melbourne to mark 25 years of walking alongside poor 
communities around the world. Here is an abridged version  
of Bishop Alison Taylor’s sermon.

0.5% of gross national income. Australia 
will not continue to grow its foreign aid 
spending as we had committed ourselves 
to do. We appear to be persuading 
ourselves as a nation that we cannot afford 
what church leaders have rightly said are 
little more than the crumbs from a rich 
man’s table for our poor global neighbours. 

… is also our vocation
It is part of the vocation of all of us in the 
Church to see the poor, to see with the 
Lord’s eyes, to serve the poor whom he 
loves. This is the message that pervades 
Scripture. 

God loves the poor, but what is as 
remarkable is that he loves those of us who 
are rich too. He loves us too much to let us 
focus just on ourselves, to turn ourselves 
inward, to become blind. He challenges us 
to consider what true riches are, what true 
needs are, where true abundance lies. He 
gave us his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

became – in the unforgettable words of 
Saint Paul – poor for our sakes, so that we 
might become rich.

Our Lord continues, through the Holy 
Spirit, forever softening our hard hearts, 
drawing our attention to people in need, 
showing us what generosity looks like. 
He gives us the prophets, like Amos, and 
prophetic organisations, like Anglican 
Overseas Aid. This is so that all God’s 
people may enjoy a life where needs are 
met, where life in all its abundance is 
experienced and where no one must make 
do with a harvest of wild figs.

Bishop Taylor was chair of the Anglican 
Overseas Aid Board for many years until 
her appointment as a Bishop of the 
Diocese of Brisbane.

  
See more images from the 
anniversary service online in the 
photo galleries on our Facebook  
and Google+ pages. See page 11  
for details.

Members of the Karen choir sing 
during the service.

From top to bottom:

Archbishop Philip Freier offers the assurance of God’s 
forgiveness at the service. 

Bishop Alison Taylor of the Brisbane Diocese gives the 
sermon at the service. She was previously Chair of the 
Board of Anglican Overseas Aid for many years.

Anglican Overseas Aid board member Denise Nichols, 
Mrs Joy Freier, and the Right Reverend Bill Ray, Bishop 
of the Diocese of North Queensland, in the function 
after the service.

Reverend Jean Penman reads from the book of Amos. 
Her late husband, the former Archbishop of Melbourne, 
David Penman, started Anglican Overseas Aid in 1988. 
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of Bishop Alison Taylor’s sermon.

0.5% of gross national income. Australia 
will not continue to grow its foreign aid 
spending as we had committed ourselves 
to do. We appear to be persuading 
ourselves as a nation that we cannot afford 
what church leaders have rightly said are 
little more than the crumbs from a rich 
man’s table for our poor global neighbours. 

… is also our vocation
It is part of the vocation of all of us in the 
Church to see the poor, to see with the 
Lord’s eyes, to serve the poor whom he 
loves. This is the message that pervades 
Scripture. 

God loves the poor, but what is as 
remarkable is that he loves those of us who 
are rich too. He loves us too much to let us 
focus just on ourselves, to turn ourselves 
inward, to become blind. He challenges us 
to consider what true riches are, what true 
needs are, where true abundance lies. He 
gave us his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

became – in the unforgettable words of 
Saint Paul – poor for our sakes, so that we 
might become rich.

Our Lord continues, through the Holy 
Spirit, forever softening our hard hearts, 
drawing our attention to people in need, 
showing us what generosity looks like. 
He gives us the prophets, like Amos, and 
prophetic organisations, like Anglican 
Overseas Aid. This is so that all God’s 
people may enjoy a life where needs are 
met, where life in all its abundance is 
experienced and where no one must make 
do with a harvest of wild figs.

Bishop Taylor was chair of the Anglican 
Overseas Aid Board for many years until 
her appointment as a Bishop of the 
Diocese of Brisbane.

  
See more images from the 
anniversary service online in the 
photo galleries on our Facebook  
and Google+ pages. See page 11  
for details.

Members of the Karen choir sing 
during the service.

From top to bottom:

Archbishop Philip Freier offers the assurance of God’s 
forgiveness at the service. 

Bishop Alison Taylor of the Brisbane Diocese gives the 
sermon at the service. She was previously Chair of the 
Board of Anglican Overseas Aid for many years.

Anglican Overseas Aid board member Denise Nichols, 
Mrs Joy Freier, and the Right Reverend Bill Ray, Bishop 
of the Diocese of North Queensland, in the function 
after the service.

Reverend Jean Penman reads from the book of Amos. 
Her late husband, the former Archbishop of Melbourne, 
David Penman, started Anglican Overseas Aid in 1988. 
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MoNey raised by  
aNglicaN overseas aid:

$66,430
curreNt situatioN: 
Syria remains in extreme crisis as the 
civil war enters its fourth year. Out of a 
population of 22 million, an estimated 
6.5 million Syrians are internally 
displaced and about 2.5 million have fled 
to surrounding countries. The UN says 
that 9.3 million people inside Syria itself 
need urgent help, with about 4.5 million 
people living in extreme poverty and 
unable to fully meet their basic needs. 

 
What has beeN doNe: 
Money raised by our appeal has 
been directed to ACT Alliance partner 
International Orthodox Christian 
Charities (IOCC) for its work inside Syria. 

IOCC is one of the few international NGOs 
working across Syria to provide urgently 
needed aid. Since February 2012, the 
agency has provided relief to nearly  
1 million vulnerable people inside Syria.

IOCC staff are working in extremely 
dangerous conditions. On December  
21, two staff were killed by mortar fire 
while distributing winter clothing to 
people in need. 

With your support, IOCC is helping 
people in Syria with:

  Critical food aid and essentials such 
as infant care supplies and personal 
hygiene supplies.

  Clothing, blankets, mattresses and 
medical supplies.  

  Home necessities including kitchen 
supplies, heaters and large containers 
for water storage.

  Repairing and renovating buildings 
to provide safe shelter for families 
in Syria – some who have been 
displaced several times.

  Health education activities and 
helping Syrians receive emergency 
surgeries.

  Repairing wells, fixing toilet facilities 
and installing water filters to prevent 
disease.

  Paid work opportunities that will help 
people recover economically. 

  Leading workshops to help Syrians 
manage stress and cope with loss.

  A range of pre and post-natal  
support for pregnant women.

Recently IOCC helped to support the 
evacuation of Syrian civilians from the 
embattled city of Homs under a UN-

negotiated cease-fire. The city has been 
under siege for more than 18 months. 

Among the evacuees were 10 youths 
who were immediately taken to the 
nearest medical facility for needed 
vaccines and medical attention, and 
then provided with food, clothing, shoes, 
hygiene kits, and blankets.

In one day nearly 400 residents from 
Homs fled the city on foot flanked by 
UN humanitarian vehicles for protection. 
Those who were not too weak from 
months of malnutrition walked for more 
than two hours before reaching safety.

At the time of publication, efforts were 
continuing to evacuate hundreds more 
women, children and elderly people 
from Homs. More than 1100 people fled 
the city in one week during the truce, 
with IOCC ready to assist them with food, 
medical assistance, transportation for 
those who choose to stay with relatives, 
and shelter and bedding for displaced 
Syrians with nowhere else to go.

A series of major crises have stretched NGO resources recently, but Australians continue to give 
generously. Anglican Overseas Aid opened three major emergency appeals from September 2013 
to January 2014 – for the Syria crisis, the Philippines typhoon and conflict in South Sudan. 

Your donations have been directed to ACT Alliance partners working in each country, which 
combine with donations from around the world to make a huge impact. Find out how your support 
has been helping. 

respoNdiNg to  

eMergeNcies 
arouNd the World
Syria MoNey raised by  

aNglicaN overseas aid: 

$122,434
curreNt situatioN: 
On 8 November, 2013, Typhoon 
Haiyan, one of the strongest storms in 
recorded history, hit the east coast of 
the Philippines. More than 14.1 million 
people have been affected, including 4.1 
million people who remain displaced. 
The latest figures show 6190 people 
were killed and more than 28,600 were 
injured; 1785 people are still missing. 

 
What has beeN doNe: 
Money raised by our appeal has been 
directed to the work of two ACT Alliance 
partners – Christian Aid and the National 
Council of Churches in the Philippines 
(NCCP).

The NCCP has been supported by more 
than 2000 volunteers from 130 church 

denominations and organisations 
who have compiled and distributed 
emergency food aid packages to more 
than 20,000 families.

The NCCP has also distributed kitchen 
utensils, bedding and hygiene kits to 
thousands of families.

Christian Aid has reached more than 
165,000 people with items such as food, 
water, emergency shelter, sleeping mats, 
blankets and other life-saving essentials. 
Ongoing recovery activities include 
helping farmers and fishing families 
regain their livelihoods, and helping to 
rebuild local economies through cash-
for-work schemes.

Adrian Ouvry, Christian Aid’s Head of 
Humanitarian programmes, said: “The 
task of rebuilding following Typhoon 
Haiyan will take many years. However, 
the courage and resolve of Filipinos is 
incredible. We will continue to support 
those affected by Haiyan in the months 
and years ahead.”

Daphne Villanueva, Christian Aid country 
manager for Philippines, said: “People 
are trying to get on with their lives. They 
are literally picking up the pieces – what 
is left of walls, posts and roofing of their 
previous homes and other building 
materials scattered everywhere by wind 
and water.”

Philippines

A young Syrian girl evacuated from Homs is warmly welcomed by IOCC staff with water and a blanket. IOCC is assisting 
in the evacuation of nearly 3000 people from Homs, which has been under siege for 18 months. Photo: IOCC

A small boy carries a bag of food and other relief supplies distributed by the National Council of Churches in the 
Philippines to survivors of Typhoon Haiyan in the village of Estancia. Photo: ACT Alliance/Paul Jeffrey.

All three appeals are still  
open for donations at:  

www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au 

A map showing where our ACT Alliance partner, Christian Aid, is supporting people affected by Typhoon Haiyan.
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In Kenya our Memory Book project is 
helping parents with HIV prepare for 
a time when they won’t be around 
to support their children. Program 
Management Officer Loretta Pilla reports.

Inside the dimly lit church hall, over 
the sound of chickens clucking, 
Charles* shares his story. 

“My mother worked on a tea farm. I was 
young when she got sick. She had to go 
to hospital and I stayed alone with my 
two sisters for three months. I was 10 
years old, then. I took myself to school. 
I received food from people in the 
community. Later, my grandmother came 
and brought us to her community.” 

That was five years ago. One of the 
possessions that Charles’s grandmother, 
his legal guardian, took from their house 
was a Memory Book his mother had 
written before her death from HIV/AIDs. 

The Memory Books are part of an 
ongoing program run by our partner, the 
Mothers’ Union of the Anglican Church of 
Kenya. The program also includes testing, 
counselling, community education and 
activities to care for vulnerable groups 
in the community. The overall goal is 
to build resilient communities that can 
manage the spread and impact of HIV/
AIDS.

It was only upon receiving the Memory 
Book in 2013 that Charles begin to cope 
with his loss. 

“It is hard to understand about death,” 
Charles continues. He methodically 
turns each page of his Memory Book, 
slow enough to catch a glimpse of 

tattered photos stuck to the pages 
beside scrawled memories. “I didn’t think 
something like that could happen to me. 
When I read about my mother [in the 
Memory Book], I feel connected to her.” 

Charles’s connection to his mother is 
defined by, but not limited to, his reading 
of his mother’s Memory Book – her 
passions, her memories of him as a child, 
their family tree, and her possessions 
that he inherited. 

“My mother did not own any property. 
But because she worked, she owned a 
bed and a sofa set. I feel happy when 
I see them, and I just remember my 
mother. My mother was active. This 
makes me want to be active.” 

From being a confused and frightened 
child, Charles has grown into a confident 
and ambitious young man. He is about 
to complete secondary college and enter 
adulthood with a newfound knowledge 
of his family’s history to motivate him. 
With ongoing support, Charles will 
hopefully fulfill his dream of becoming 
a scientist – providing a new chapter for 
his mother’s Memory Book. 

* Name has been changed to protect identity.

To support the Memory Book program, 
make a secure donation online at  
www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au, or 
give us a free call on 1800 249 880.

KEEPING PRECIOUS 
MEMORIES ALIVE

ABOVE: Charles is able to remember his mother with help 
from the Memory Book. “When I read about my mother, I feel 
connected to her,” he says. Photo: Jeff Waweru

RIGHT: An example of a Memory Book like the one Charles’s 
mother made for him. Photo: Jeff Waweru

MONEy RAISEd by  
ANGLICAN OVERSEAS AId: 

$6,755
CURRENt SItUAtION: 
Violence erupted across South Sudan 
in mid-December after an alleged coup 
by former Vice-President Machar, who 
was sacked by President Kiir in July. The 
conflict also included fighting between 
some members of Kiir’s Dinka tribe 
against some from Machar’s Nuer group.

Many people have been killed and an 
estimated 883,000 people have been 
displaced by the crisis, 166,000 of whom 
have fled into neighbouring countries. 

As of mid-February, an estimated 3.7 mil-
lion people face crisis and emergency lev-
els of food insecurity and up to 7 million 
people are expected to be at risk of food 
insecurity over the course of 2014.

 
WhAt hAS bEEN dONE: 
Australia has a large South Sudanese 
community, with the largest numbers in 
Melbourne where Anglican Overseas Aid 
is based; there are about 17 Anglican 

South Sudanese congregations. Members 
of the Melbourne community approached 
us about launching an appeal. We asked 
them to form an advisory group and 
launched the appeal in January.

At least 10 members of the Melbourne 
community were in South Sudan when 
the fighting started, including our intern 
Abraham Jongroor, and had to leave 
immediately knowing the family they left 
behind were at great risk. Many people 
in the Melbourne community have 
stories of family and friends who have 
been killed. You can read Abraham’s 
story on our website.

Funds raised by our appeal will be 
directed to ACT Alliance partner 
Norwegian Church Aid (NCA), which is 
working with churches in South Sudan, 
including the Episcopal Church of South 
Sudan, to provide urgently needed food, 

water, hygiene, sanitation, medicines and 
other essential items to people who have 
been forced to flee their homes. 

NCA is also working with South 
Sudanese church leadership to support 
unified efforts to call for peace. Along 
with the funds raised so far, we have also 
sent $5000 from our Rapid Response 
Emergency Fund.

We are encouraging Australians to  
show solidarity with their South 
Sudanese communities in this time of 
distress. In Melbourne, you can request 
a speaker to come and share with your 
church or group. Contact Pastor David 
Lual on davidmabior@yahoo.com or 
0403 541 778.

  
Read Abraham’s story of  
escape from South Sudan at  
www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

Abraham Jongroor, centre, with his brother and boat driver on their escape across the Nile River.

South 
Sudan

RESPONdING tO  

EMERGENCIES 
AROUNd thE WORLd

Anglican Overseas Aid often responds to disasters and emergencies through the ACT 
Alliance, a coalition of more than 140 churches and affiliated organisations working in 
130 countries on long-term development and emergency response. 

The ACT Alliance is a signatory to the highest humanitarian codes and standards, 
including the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement and NGOs in Disaster Relief.

The ACT Alliance is a certified member of the Humanitarian Accountability Partnership 
and is committed to the Sphere Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in 
Disaster Response.

Working as part of the 

  
For more information on the ACT Alliance,  

 go to www.actalliance.org 

A VISIt FROM  
St hILARy’S
In May 2013, the Reverend Tracy Lauersen, 
Associate Vicar at St Hilary’s Kew/North 
Balwyn in Melbourne, visited Kenya and 
learned more about the Memory Book 
project in Nyeri, a few hours north of the 
capital Nairobi.

At St Hilary’s we support quite a few 
different missions, people and projects. I 
was planning on travelling to Kenya and on 
to Cape Town and a colleague suggested 
visiting some of the people we support.

To those of us who have houses cluttered 
with photo albums and the memorabilia 
of a lifetime it sounds superfluous to send 
money for something so simple. However, 
the Memory Books achieve a great deal. 

Memory Books retain information about a 
person and their generation – important 
information for children whose parents 
may have died from AIDS when they were 
quite young. The Memory Books have 
also served as a kind of will; a written 
document that records a parent’s wishes, 
securing a child’s inheritance. 

Some children would not have known 
much at all about their parent: what their 
early years were like, what their life was 
like before they contracted the disease – 
how loved they were, what that parent’s 
hopes for them were.

Visiting the project not only convinced me 
of its worthiness and the importance of 
supporting it but also the impact we can 
make through our donations. The more we 
travel the more we see that love needs to 
be practical. I’ve become more and more 
convinced of the virtue of supporting 
practical expressions of the love of Christ 
such as this project.

As a result of Reverend Tracy’s visit, the 
morning congregation at the St Silas 
campus of St Hilary’s is adopting the 
Memory Book project. If your church would 
like to support this project or any of our 
other work, please contact us on  
aoa@anglicanoverseasaid.org.au or call  
us on 1800 249 880.
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Dr Robin Ray was commissioned as Anglican Overseas Aid’s first 
official ambassador in 2012, a role she has fulfilled as she travels 
around the Diocese of North Queensland with her husband 
Bishop Bill Ray. 

A few years ago I heard a presentation about Anglican 
Overseas Aid’s work supporting women with breast 
cancer in Gaza. I immediately felt a call to assist in any 

way that God and Anglican Overseas Aid deemed necessary. 
Yet, here I was living in North Queensland, a long way from 
the agency’s office in Melbourne. For several weeks I prayed 
for direction to establish if this really was a call or just Robin 
jumping on board. 

Living in this part of Australia often requires people to travel 
long distances to gather with others, so when Anglican 
Overseas Aid decided to appoint me as an ambassador it 
seemed logical that Archdeacon Phillip Newman would fly up 
from Melbourne to Brisbane and then nearly as far again to 
Townsville to commission me at our Diocesan Synod opening 
service in June 2012.  

It was wonderful to be commissioned with prayer and the 
support of the Diocesan family. This act of worship coupled 
with the Synod motion to support Women Die Waiting that 
was passed the next day effectively introduced many people 
in the Diocese to the work of Anglican Overseas Aid, and was a 
great launch for my ambassadorial role. 

Since this time I have had many opportunities to speak about 
Anglican Overseas Aid’s work to people who are interested 
in not only the projects, but the people we work with and the 
agency’s focus on enabling others. Women’s groups, especially 
Mothers’ Union Australia branches, are particularly interested in 
projects about breast cancer and the solar lights that improve 
women’s access to education and reduce family violence. 

A two-and-a-half hour car trip south brought me to a coastal 
town where women from across the community gathered to 
hear about and support the Women Die Waiting project. Many 

women have close experience with breast cancer and are 
aware of the treatment and support available to Australian 
women. This heightens their awareness of how little treatment 
is available in Gaza. Distances in north Queensland mean that 
these women also know what it means to travel to access the 
treatment they need and to be away from family, so in a small 
way they connected with the women of Gaza.  

Rural men are interested in the farming projects, the loans 
for seed, pig-bank schemes and the drought resistance crop 
research. They are very aware of the need to produce a good 
harvest and the reliance on seasonal weather, but also the 
importance of self-respect that comes with paying back the 
loans after a good season. 

A recent request to speak at a joint parish service in a sugar-
growing region resulted in many questions over morning tea 
and a substantial donation from a retiring collection. Even 
after the collection bowl had been tallied, people donated 
more as they were leaving with promises to pray for the work 
of Anglican Overseas Aid.   

Each year the Gifts of Light solar catalogue provides a fresh 
reason to speak about Anglican Overseas Aid. As I travel 
around with Bishop Bill, I ask the parish priest if I can speak at 
the notices or during morning tea. It may be a small country 
parish up in the hills or a regional centre on the coast. Most 
places agree and people show genuine interest in Anglican 
Overseas Aid’s work, especially the gift ideas. Last year when 
the new catalogues became available, I was also able to draw 
on my own experience of giving solar lights as gifts the year 
before, including feedback from the recipients. 

One parish up on the Atherton Tablelands donates its op shop 
money to missions, including regular donations to Anglican 
Overseas Aid. When I visit there I give them an update on 
projects and thank them for their ongoing assistance. 

I have found that people like to know what is happening 
with projects and are interested in the results that are being 
achieved. I also encourage people to use the Anglican 
Overseas Aid pamphlet with the projects on the inside for their 
intercessions and personal prayers. While some people don’t 
feel they can give a lot of money, they are often willing to pray 
for the work that is being done around the world. 

Taking opportunities to use my connections through the church, 
Mothers’ Union Australia and my university work has enabled 
me to talk about the work of Anglican Overseas Aid locally, 
across North Queensland, in Brisbane and interstate. I thank 
God for this ministry and wait on His direction for the future.

 

          While some people don’t feel they can give 
a lot of money, they are often willing to pray for 
the work that is being done around the world.“

Dr Robin Ray prays for our partners around the world at our 25th anniversary 
service at St Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne, in October 2013. Photo: Kit Haselden 
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VoluNteer With uS!
We are looking for volunteers  
to help us in the Melbourne office.

The most pressing role will be assisting the 
Donor Relations and Database Manager.

Key tasks will include using a web-based 
database system for administrative tasks, 
helping with mailouts, and managing hard 
copy files. 

Skills required include computer literacy,  
a good eye for detail, data entry experience 
and a good sense of discretion.

Volunteers must be willing to undergo a 
police check or make available a current 
police check.

We are also keen to think about other ways 
supporters can volunteer their time and 
efforts. Please contact us if you’re interested 
in supporting us in this way. 

To discuss volunteer opportunities, contact  
us on aoa@anglicanoverseasaid.org.au or  
call on 1800 249 880.

Become AN ANglicAN oVerSeAS Aid  
repreSeNtAtiVe
Would you like to help Anglican Overseas  
Aid work towards a peaceful, just and 
sustainable world for all? We are looking 
for people to represent us in parishes and 
community groups.

Contact us to talk about the opportunities  
on aoa@anglicanoverseasaid.org.au or call  
on 1800 249 880.

coNNect With uS

anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

facebook.com/anglicanoverseasaid

twitter.com/anglicanoaid

plus.google.com/ 
+AnglicanoverseasaidOrgAu

youtube.com/anglicanoverseasaid 

Some of the interesting things we’ve been 
sharing on social media lately include:

• A video about our work combating  
HIV/AIDS in Mozambique.

• A video about our work with solar  
lights in Solomon Islands.

• Stories about our South Sudan 
Emergency Appeal.

• Information about our involvement  
in the Surrender conference.

You’ve made the donation, you’ve signed 
the petitions, you’re passionate about 
God’s call to justice and want to do more … 
but what can you do?

here’s an idea. Join us for Voices for 
Justice, a one-of-a-kind opportunity 
to connect faith and action and 

learn how you can make a difference. 
You will gather with hundreds of other 
Christians to discover the power of using 
your voice to advocate for the voiceless 
and influence key policymakers in our 
country to keep global justice high on 
our nation’s priority list.

Voices For Justice is an initiative of the 
Micah Challenge Australia coalition. For 
four days in June, Christians from all over 
the country gather in Canberra for two 
days of training, theological teaching, 
worship, prayer and workshops, followed 
by two days meeting with politicians in 
Parliament House, engaging in political 
forums and hosting other special events 
to put global poverty alleviation on the 
national agenda.

Last year Sara Graf, 23, a teacher from 
rural Victoria, heard about Voices for 
Justice through her Anglican church and 
decided to take part. It turned out to be a 
life-changing experience.

“Because I had only been back to church 
for a few years I was still re-learning a lot 
of things about the faith. For me to go 
to Voices for Justice really reminded me 
about getting up and acting, rather than 
just sitting back,” says Sara. 

“Reading the Bible is great and learning 
things for yourself is great, but I didn’t 
realise how important stepping up and 
doing something for social justice was 
before I did it.

“I learnt that standing up for social 
justice issues by yourself is very difficult, 
but when given the chance to work with 
people to educate others, and encourage 
them to speak up too, it really can make 
a difference. 

“More than 300 Christians spoke up to 
remind the government that we need to 
help those in need. Social justice is not 
just a side thing we do as Christians, it is 
our faith, and we must commit to it with 
our whole hearts, our whole minds, and 
our whole spirits.”

When asked why Anglicans should take 
part in Voices for Justice, Sara is direct in 
her response.

“Well, why shouldn’t they? I don’t think 
there is a reason why they shouldn’t.  
Everyone has their role in the church. One 
of those roles definitely is social justice, 
so I think there should always be some 
form of recognition of that in the church. 

“I was the only Anglican from Victoria, 
and I was disappointed that there weren’t 
more of us.”

Sara is hopeful that many more Anglicans 
from Victoria will join her and Anglican 
Overseas Aid at this year’s Voices for 
Justice, and she says that the experience 
is open to Christians of all ages. 

“They want to encourage as many  
Christians as possible to come along and 
join in the program. I think there were 
some year 10s, and there were some 
people up into their 70s as well. So it 
was a huge age group.”

Voices for Justice will take place in 
Canberra from 21-24 June, 2014. For 
more information or to book your place, 
go to www.micahchallenge.org.au/
voices-justice 

Anglican Overseas Aid is a proud member 
of Micah Challenge Australia, the local 
expression of a global movement of 
Christian agencies, churches, groups and 
individuals that aims to deepen people’s 
engagement with the poor and to help 
reduce poverty as an integral part of our 
Christian faith. 

  
www.micahchallenge.org.au 

rAiSe your Voice for juStice
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I/We authorise Anglican Overseas Aid (Debit User Anglican Diocese of Melbourne User ID 187736) to 
arrange for funds to be debited from my / our nominated account via the Bulk Electronic Clearing 
System at the financial institution shown above according to the schedule above.

Yes, I want to support Anglican Overseas Aid’s work. I will make my donation by....
 Credit card Direct Debit Cheque or money order enclosed 

Please debit from my / our financial institution account or transfer from my / our 
Credit Card account below, the sum of  

Credit card, direct debit and online 
donations help us reduce our costs so 
we can send more funds overseas. Visit 
www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au to 
donate online.
Regular donations make your giving 
easier and help us to plan. Please 
consider making a regular donation.
If you would like to donate to a specific 
project, please email us at 
aoa@anglicanoverseasaid.org.au to let 
us know.

   Please keep in touch
 Please send me Anglican 
 Overseas Aid’s monthly 
 eNews email

 I have included Anglican 
 Overseas Aid in my Will

I want to hear about
 Including Anglican Overseas 
 Aid in my Will

 Promoting Anglican Overseas 
 Aid at my church

 Volunteering with Anglican 
 Overseas Aid

Anglican Overseas Aid is a member of the ACT 
Alliance, an alliance of 125 churches and related 
organisations that work together in humanitarian 
assistance, advocacy and development.

Funds raised in excess of appeal targets will be 
used by Anglican Overseas Aid for similar projects.

In terms of the Direct Debit 
arrangement made between Anglican 
Overseas Aid (Anglican Diocese of 
Melbourne ABN 79 866 591, User ID 
187736) and signed by you, we 
undertake to periodically debit your 
nominated account with the agreed 
amount. For a copy of the full Direct 
Debit Request Service Agreement, or 
to dicuss any changes to the drawing 
arrangements, please contact Anglican 
Overseas Aid on 1880 249 880. We 
Recommend that you familiarise 
yourself with the Service Agreement, 
which contains the Terms and 
Conditions of this Direct Debit 
arrangement.

$500 $250 $100 $50 $30

Donation Form

I WANT TO HELP POOR AND MARGINALISED 
PEOPLE IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD.Yes

Anglican Overseas Aid
PO Box 389 Abbotsford Vic 3067
Freecall: 1800 249 880
Fax: 03 9495 6891
www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

Post your completed form to:

Anglican Overseas Aid
PO Box 389 Abbotsford Vic 3067
or Fax: 03 9495 6891
Freecall: 1800 249 880
Donate online: www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

Anglicord: ABN 39 116 072 050
Anglican Overseas Aid operates a fund which has Deductible Gift Receiptent (DGR) 
status with the Australian Tax Office. All donations over $2 are tax deductible.
Anglican Overseas Aid is a signatory to the ACFID Code of Conduct.
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