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Welcome to our redesigned 
newsletter, now called 
Abundance. The refreshed 

design is part of our commitment to 
providing quality information about our 
work to you, our supporters.

The new name, Abundance, is taken from 
our motto: ‘Life. Abundantly. For All.’, 
which itself reflects Jesus’ promise that he 
has come that all may have abundant life. It 
is our conviction that the kingdom of God is 
about fullness of life. 

We live in a world with enough resources 
for everyone. Our aspiration is for all people 
to have the opportunity to live out their 
God-given dignity. We approach this task by 
working collaboratively with our partners 
in ways that draw on our 
respective strengths. The 
Prayer Book captures 
something of our vision 
when we pray for “those 
who have responsibility 
and authority in every 
land, that we may share 
with justice the resources 
of the world, and work 
together in trust”.

In keeping with the 
theme of abundance, this edition of our 
newsletter highlights our solar lights work 
with communities in Solomon Islands 
(p.11) and our water and sanitation work 
in Mozambique (p.12). And in the centre 
pages you will find a pull-out poster of 
Valerie Browning (from our partner APDA) 
with some Afar women and their camels in 
northern Ethiopia. I encourage you to put 
this up in your home or church.

Along with our long-term development 
work, part of helping to bring abundant 
life to all means responding to people in 
emergency situations who are in dire need.

Since March we have responded to 
emergencies in Vanuatu and Nepal, and our 
Northern Iraq Crisis Appeal is still receiving 
donations. Your responses to these appeals 
have been wonderfully generous. 

Your generosity has also extended to our 
Easter “No Hope to Know Hope”Appeal, 

which has refilled our Rapid Response 
Emergency Fund. This fund allows us to 
respond quickly when a disaster strikes, 
which we did for Nepal. You can read about 
the great response to our emergency appeals 
on pages 5-7.

The unfortunate impact of disasters such 
as those in Vanuatu and Nepal is that they 
disrupt the ongoing work of building for the 
future, and it takes longer for communities 
to recover and get back to where they were. 
Although donations for disasters are always 
warmly received, we worry these appeals 
sometimes divert funding from our ongoing 
development work. 

We also face the impact of the recent cuts 
to the Federal Government’s aid budget. 

Cuts to aid NGOs 
such as ours were not 
as bad as expected – 
and we give thanks 
for this. While careful 
planning means that 
we have been able to 
minimise the cuts to 
our funding, we still 
need to be thoughtful 
and measured in the 
years to come. Find 

out more on page 4.
Against this background, we are 

especially grateful that our End of Financial 
Year Appeal – “Helping in Hard Places” – 
is already receiving a strong response. To 
find out more about the appeal and how 
you can support our partners who help in 
hard places around the world, turn to the 
back page. You can also find a Bible study 
on the appeal theme of “Helping in Hard 
Places” on page 10. It is also available on 
our website.

As always, I am humbled by the 
faithfulness of Anglican Overseas Aid’s 
supporters. Our work to realise abundant life 
for all would not be possible without you.

I do hope you are inspired by this edition 
of Abundance. We hope that you like the 
new design and would very much welcome 
your feedback. 

a fresh look at 
our work for 
abundance
the reverend dr bob mitchell
Chief Executive Officer
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PrImate’s neW  
WebsIte
The Anglican Primate of 
Australia, the Most Reverend 
Dr Philip Freier, Archbishop of 
Melbourne, is also President 
of Anglican Overseas Aid. 
Archbishop Philip is a great 
supporter of aid work and 
the pursuit of justice around 
the world. He has recently 
been outspoken about cuts to 
Australia’s aid budget, treatment 
of refugees and asylum seekers, 
and has joined other Australian 
religious leaders to call on the 
Federal Government to do more 
to tackle climate change. Find 
out more on the Primate’s new 
website.
go to: anglicanprimate.org.au

WaLkIng for  
freedom In IndIa
On a recent trip to Kolkata in 
India, our CEO, the Reverend Dr 
Bob Mitchell, joined more than 
2500 other Christians in a march 
to raise awareness of human 
trafficking. “Anglican Overseas 
Aid is proud to be a part of the 
Stop the Traffik coalition, so 
it was quite profound to see 
this march literally stopping 
the traffic in one of the world’s 
busiest cities,” said Dr Mitchell. 
We joined forces with Stop the 
Traffik at the recent Justice 
Conference in Melbourne.  
see more: page 14.

gIfts of LIght  
for 2015
In Spring we’re going to be 
launching our 2015 Advent and 
Christmas gift catalogue, Gifts 
of Light, which provides an 
ethical gift-giving alternative that 
also helps to fund our projects 
around the world. This will be 
the second year that Gifts of 
Light has focused on the Advent 
themes of love, joy, hope and 
peace. More information will 
be available over the coming 
months.

e-neWs: a Work In  
Progress
Now that we’ve updated our 
magazine, keep an eye out for 
a revamped approach to our 
regular eNews over the coming 
months. As part of our work on 
the eNews, we’ve noticed that 
quite a number of people who 
have signed up for it don’t 
seem to be receiving it. Is  
this you? Please email us at 
aoa@anglicanoverseasaid.org.au
and let us know the email 
address you’d like it to be sent to 
so we can fix the problem.

10 years after  
the tsunamI
After the Asian tsunami struck on 
26 December 2004, Australians 
donated more than $880,000 to 
Anglican Overseas Aid to fund 
the aid work of ACT alliance 
partners in Sri Lanka, India and 
Indonesia.To find out how your 
donations made a difference, 
have a look at the high-quality 
10th anniversary package 
of photos and stories on our 
website about how the ongoing 
work of ACT Alliance partners 
has helped people to recover 
and rebuild their lives.
go to: http://ow.ly/nnhyo

voIces for JustIce
Are you looking for more 
opportunities to raise your 
voice for justice? Set aside 
10-13 October to take part 
in Voices for Justice, Micah 
Challenge’s premier advocacy 
event. More than 250 Christians 
from across the country gather 
in Canberra for two days of 
training and reflection and two 
days of meeting with politicians 
in Parliament House. More 
information will become available 
over the coming months. Keep 
an eye on our website and 
Facebook page.

In March we again took part in 
the Surrender conference in 
Belgrave, Victoria. This year we 
worked with the Multicultural 
Ministries Department of the 
Melbourne Diocese to bring the 
South Sudanese Jol wo Liech 
(‘God turn to us’) choir to the 
conference. 

The choir performed on 
the main stage on the Friday 
morning, and during the lunch 
break brought a dynamic 
atmosphere as they performed 
in the village area. 

It was wonderful to watch 
indigenous and Karen women 
joining them to dance around 
the village. 

In the afternoon, the choir 
offered a moving response 
to the official Welcome to 

Country by Wurundjeri elder 
Murrindindi, singing a song 
of blessing as they encircled 
Murrundindi in a symbolic 
gesture of the newest arrivals 
to Australia embracing the 
traditional owners. 

We also led a workshop 
panel about the experiences 
of Christian multicultural 
communities that included 
members of the South 
Sudanese, Karen and Chinese 
Anglican communities. 

Surrender will be back again 
in 2016 on the weekend of 18-
20 March. 

you can see photo galleries 
on the surrender facebook 
page, and find out more at: 
www.surrender.org.au/home

south sudanese choir 
rocks surrender

InbrIef Our Church and Community 
Engagement Co-ordinator, Nils 
von Kalm, has been visiting 
churches, speaking to more 
than 450 people in the first half 
of 2015.

Jacob Legardia, a field 
placement theological student at 
St Peter’s, Box Hill, offered some 
reflections on Nils’ visit there in 
March: 

“It soon became evident, 
after meeting Nils, that his solid 
and impressive background 
in international aid and 
development is an expression 
of his Christian faith and 
discipleship. We expected a 
spokesperson but instead we 
got a preacher who delivered 
a deeply biblical, thought 

provoking and engaging 
message. Nils reminded us 
that the salvation which God 
offers in Christ concerns the 
wellbeing of both soul and body. 
He highlighted the serious and 
pressing needs of the world 
and how Anglican Overseas Aid 
strives to meet those needs as 
an expression of the church’s 
mission to establish God’s 
reign ‘on earth as in heaven’. I 
encourage other churches to be 
similarly enriched by a visit from 
Nils.”

If you would like Nils to visit 
your church or community group, 
contact him at nvonkalm@
anglicanoverseasaid or call us 
for free on 1800 249 880 from 
anywhere in Australia.
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annuaL rePort avaILabLe onLIne
If you missed it, our Annual Report for 2013-14 is 
available on our website. For this latest report, we 
made some significant improvements, including 
more pages and, of particular note, increased 
the amount of information about governance and 
accountability. 
go to: www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au/news-
and-resources/annual-reports

“We live in a world 
with enough resources 

for everyone. Our 
aspiration is for all 
people to have the 

opportunity to live out 
their God-given dignity.” 
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takIng the message to church communItIes

to donate
T: (03) 9495 6100
freecall: 1800 249 880
PO Box 389, Abbotsford, VIC 3067
ABN 39 116 072 050
www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

All donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Keep up-to-date with our eNews, emailed straight to your 
inbox. Email aoa@anglicanoverseasaid.org.au with the 
word “Subscribe” in the subject line.

All photos are supplied by Anglican Overseas Aid, unless 
otherwise stated.

President: The Most Reverend Dr Phillip Freier,  
Archbishop of Melbourne and Primate of Australia
Chief Executive Officer: Reverend Dr Bob Mitchell
editor: David Cook

Anglican Overseas Aid is a member of the ACT Alliance 
and a signatory to the ACFID Code of Conduct.  
www.acfid.asn.au
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We had taken the photo and were moving 
back to the van. There was a small 
commotion; an exchange in Arabic 

between the men and my local companions. I was 
already on edge; we were in the middle of an area 
totally destroyed during the 51-day war on Gaza. I 
wondered, were these three men angry, were they 
connecting me as a stranger with the devastation 
they endured and with the failure, three months later, 
to allow any building materials into the Gaza Strip? 

No, they wanted me to come into the rubble 
cave that once was their home and have tea 
with them. Never mind that their building was 
destroyed, that they lived in the outdoors, that all 
their possessions were gone – they were reaching 
out to me, the stranger in their neighbourhood. It 
was a powerful glimpse of legendary Palestinian 
hospitality; in the midst of trouble, share what you 
have with others, even strangers. 

I was in Gaza to see the work of Al Ahli Arab 
Hospital, the territory’s oldest hospital and an 
organisation supported by Anglican Overseas 
Aid. The presence of the hospital, like the men 
offering me tea, is a small piece of what constitutes 
the strange and complex reality that is Gaza. The 
hospital is proudly Anglican, working in a context 
governed by the Islamic party Hamas. In other 
parts of the Middle East, inter-faith violence and 

persecution of Christians are front page news and 
difficult realities for those living there, yet in Gaza 
the hospital continues to offer life-saving services 
in a predominantly Muslim society. Indeed staff 
– Christians and Muslims – were working around 
the clock to cope with the influx of wounded in the 
aftermath of Israel’s deadly attacks. 

The presence of Christians is precarious in 
Gaza; some say that there are only between 
700 and 1300 Christians living there. For the 
Christians and Muslims with whom I spoke, the 
central defining reality is the prison-like existence 
imposed on them. A 22-year-old man talked openly 
to me about his despair, his ideal of a better life, 
but also the crushing reality that he cannot leave, 
that there are no jobs available despite his good 
English and university education, that Israel has 
exerted a stranglehold (as he put it) – on borders, 
on economic activity, even on the fishing fleet. 
Another man joked blackly how his young son was 
now a veteran of three wars in his brief lifetime. 

Another staff member told me of the terror he 
and his family endured when they realised at 5am 
that their building was being bombed. They rushed 
out into the street in their night clothes and waited 
for the drama to finish. Their apartment emerged 
relatively unscathed, however, the apartment on the

(Cont’d over)

after the war...
In November 2014, tim budge visited Gaza about three 
months after the most recent conflict with Israel. He wrote this 
powerful piece reflecting on the devastation he saw and what 
it might take to find peace in the region.
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In his recent Federal Budget speech, the 
Australian Treasurer, Joe Hockey, confirmed 
that the aid budget for the coming year is being 

cut by $1 billion.
This is part of a broader program of cuts, some 

of which have already been made and some that 
will be implemented over the coming years. In 
total, since coming to office in September 2013, 
the Government has announced overall cuts to the 
aid budget of a staggering $11 billion. These cuts 
reduce Australian aid to its lowest recorded levels.

To put this into perspective, Australian aid 
makes up just over 1 per cent of the Federal 
Government’s budget; but cuts to aid represent 
more than a quarter of all the budget cuts this 
Government has made since coming to office. 
These actions take the shine off international 
perceptions of Australia as a generous nation.

The reaction of donors and supporters has been 
strong. One donor, an ex-serviceman, rang me late 
last year to express his deep concern and disgust 
at the announced cuts. He advised me that he was 
going to write to the Federal Government to return 
his war service medals.

His view was that cuts of this scale and severity 
go against the values of the Australian people and 
that a symbolic protest was called for. 

the ImPact on our Work
While the $1 billion cut to Australia’s aid budget 
for the coming year is deeply disappointing, we 
are grateful that the main Government funding 
mechanism for Australian aid organisations, called 
the Australia NGO Co-operation Program (ANCP), 
will only receive a 5 per cent cut. With the number 
of agencies eligible for this funding increasing this 
year, the amount we receive will be reduced by just 
under 8 per cent. 

We are extremely grateful to the Government 
for recognising the high-quality and crucial work 
done by Australian NGOs such as Anglican 
Overseas Aid and for minimising the impact of 
the budget cuts on existing projects that we run, 
particularly projects that are part-way through and 
need time to become sustainable.

Overall, this is much better than we had feared, 
and the good news is that thanks to careful forward 
planning, we have been able to absorb these cuts 
and ensure minimal impact on our partners and 

their work in the coming financial year. 
We are also delighted that our vitally important 

maternal and child health work in Kenya and 
Ethiopia – which is funded separately from 
the ANCP scheme – has been fully funded for 
the coming year, the final year of committed 
Government funding. Beyond this, however, the 
program is in grave doubt without finding a new 
funding source.  

My concern is that foreign aid is regularly 
raided, by both sides of politics, because it is 
politically expedient. Cutting or redirecting foreign 
aid doesn’t require legislative support in the Senate 
and the consequences are felt far from home.

Development spending should not be seen as 
a piggybank to be raided. It should be seen as a 
fundamental moral commitment that is part of 
being a globally responsible, wealthy nation. From 
a Christian perspective, Jesus calls us to love our 
neighbour, and in a globalised world, this means 
both at home and overseas. 

So while we express our gratitude to the 
Government for minimising the impact of the cuts 
on our work in the coming year, we also need to 
keep our eyes on the bigger picture. A $1 billion cut 
is not small, and it will have an ongoing impact on 
the lives of the poorest people around the world.  

To respond, you could do the following:
•	 Join	the	Campaign	for	Australian	Aid	(see	
sidebar	above).

•	 Visit	your	MP	or	Senator,	or	write	to	them,	
to express your support for the good 
work	that	the	aid	budget	funds	around	
the	world.

•	 Donate	to	our	Helping	in	Hard	Places	 
Appeal	to	help	us	maintain	and	expand	
our	life-changing	work	(see	back	page).

How much aid 
money do we 
get, and why? 
The primary way 
that the Australian 
Government directs 
aid budget funds to the 
work of NGOs such as 
Anglican Overseas Aid 
is through the Australia 
NGO Co-operation 
Program (ANCP).

Each year, the 
Government allocates 
a certain amount of the 
aid budget to the ANCP 
scheme. This money is 
then divided amongst 
the eligible NGOs 
using a predetermined 
formula.

Whilst this involves 
some complicated 
accounting, the most 
important factor is that 
the amount of ANCP 
funding we receive is 
largely based on how 
much our donors are 
giving to us for our work 
overseas.

Within ANCP, 
every dollar from the 
Australian public for our 
overseas programs is 
matched by $5 from the 
Government. 

In short, the more 
that you donate, the 
greater percentage of 
Federal Government 
funding we will be able 
to access through the 
ANCP scheme.

In a climate of 
reducing aid budgets, 
if donations from the 
public fall, our funding 
from the Government 
falls even further.

government 
cuts aid funding
By Reverend Dr bob mitchell, CEO, Anglican Overseas Aid

Women walk through the rubble left by 
Israel’s war with gaza in 2014. 
Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/Tim Budge

our Work In gaza
Our partner in Gaza is the 
Diocese of Jerusalem’s 
Al Ahli Arab Hospital. It is 
the oldest hospital in Gaza 
City, established in 1882. 
It provides medical and 
health services to patients 
regardless of ethnicity, 
religion, political affiliation or 
economic status. 

We have been supporting 
Al Ahli Arab Hospital since 
1988, with emphasis on the 
breast cancer detection and 
treatment program since 
2011. This program includes 
community education about 
the disease. 

The breast cancer 
program is funded by 
grants from the Australian 
Government and donations 
from the Australian public.

Our emergency response 
work in Gaza was funded by 
donations to our Gaza Crisis 
Appeal that were directed to 
Al Ahli Arab Hospital.

The Campaign for Australian Aid is a joint  
initiative of the Make Poverty History and Micah 

Challenge coalitions for all Australians who 
believe we can and should do more as a nation to 

end extreme poverty around the world.  
Find out more and join the campaign at:  

www.australianaid.org  
You can also follow on Facebook and Twitter.
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floor below was completely destroyed. Others told 
me of the hospital nurse who had been working all 
night, and went home in the morning, only for her 
home to be attacked. She and seven other members 
of her immediate family were killed, leaving two 
young daughters as the only survivors.

I have visited Gaza at various times over the 
past nine years. In February 2014, it felt a little 
more positive. Compared to 2005, when there were 
still Israeli settlements splitting the territory, there 
had been some noticeable physical improvements. 
It also seemed that there were some potentially 
positive developments just over the horizon. 
All that changed in a few short months. Driving 
through the neighbourhood of Shejaiya, I was 
reminded of the devastation I saw in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, after the massive earthquake in 2010.

 

It seems that for many people, this conflict 
is about balance. You can’t mention what 
the Palestinians have endured unless you 

also mention the trials of those in southern Israel 
exposed to rocket fire. You can’t mention the terror 
experienced when enduring Israeli tank and missile 
attacks unless in the same breath you mention the 
terrorist credentials of Hamas and other Islamic 
hardliners. However, it seems to me that such 
talk allows hardliners of both sides to fortify their 
positions without any real attempt at progress. 

In thinking of Gaza, and the rights of 

Palestinians, it is time to move beyond this old 
approach. It is time to think about the victims. 
Perhaps, if I might be so bold, this is the Anglican 
way. It is time to focus on the two young children 
orphaned when the hospital nurse was killed after 
working all night, time to think of the three men 
who offered me tea, who want to rebuild their 
homes and their lives. It is time to think of my 
22-year-old friend who wants to look forward to 
a life in the same way that Israeli and Australian 
young people do. What do we want for him? 
To turn to aggressive fundamentalism? To tell 
him that, “sorry it is too hard, it’s just not in our 
national interest”?

Let us not forget, this is a conflict that spans 
politics, religion and decades of uncertain and 
disturbing developments. Gaza, as an isolated 
Palestinian territory, dates back some 70 years. As 
an occasional outsider, it is difficult to find people 
who are prepared to look forward with the same 
time-span. 

Neither Australians nor any of the global 
diplomatic community can afford to forget this 
territory. The question of the long-term future 
of Gaza’s 1.8 million inhabitants remains open. 
Australia could play a role. This would not mean 
turning its back on its long-term friend Israel, 
but it would mean a willingness to ask important 
questions, of Israel and other allies. 

Countries such as South Africa and Northern 
Ireland are powerful examples that conflict and 
structural injustice can be overcome if there is a 
great enough incentive and if all parties are forced 
into moving towards reconciliation. However, this 
has to go beyond the blame-game and recalcitrance 
that is apparent in most approaches now. It has to 
take seriously the long-term future, and desired 
end-state, of Gaza and the West Bank. It also has to 
call out hardliners of all sides, whose self-interest is 
bound up in perpetuating the existing situation. 

Gaza is a byword for conflict, intolerance 
and competing territorial claims, but it could 
be something different. It could be a place of 
hospitality and welcome. It could be a place where 
people have a future. It could be a place-marker, 
like South Africa and Northern Ireland, where 
the global community notes its determination to 
move beyond conflict and injustice. This is not to 
adopt some dewy-eyed optimism, but it is to refuse 
to accept that the current model of conflict has 
validity or that existing patterns of destruction can 
be considered acceptable. Above all, it is to agree 
that we will not, that we must not, turn our backs 
on this conflict, that 70 years is too long to wait for 
a just and peaceful solution.

This	is	an	edited	version	of	Tim	Budge’s	 
article.	You	can	find	the	full-length	version	
on	our	website	at:	www.anglicanoversea 
said.org.au/news-and-resources/articles-
and-blogs/gaza-after-the-war	

tim budge spent 2014 as 
anglican overseas aid’s 
specialist Programming 
advisor. he has more 
than 30 years’ experience 
working in international 
development, including 
in the middle east, and is 
currently working on his 
Phd.

the three Palestinian men 
who invited tim for tea in 
the remains of their gazan 
home.
Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/
Tim Budge

vanuatu
Cyclone Pam rampaged across the 80 islands of the 
Pacific nation of Vanuatu on 13 March 2015. Out 
of a population of 267,000 people, 188,000 were 
affected, with 110,000 people in need of drinking 
water, and many left homeless or with damaged 
homes. Crop land was damaged or destroyed. 
We joined with ACT Alliance members working 
in Vanuatu as part of a co-ordinated response. 
Members were given responsibility for different 
sections of the country; we were allocated the 
northern islands, where we have been supporting 
long-term development work with our partner, the 
Anglican Church of Melanesia (ACOM).

This was the first time Anglican Overseas 
Aid has been an implementing partner in an ACT 
Alliance emergency response. We submitted a 
proposal to ACT Alliance to work with ACOM 
in partnership with ABM (who have observer 
status with ACT Alliance) – a fantastic example of 
Anglican agencies working together.  

In the remote islands of northern Vanuatu, water 
sources, water systems, food crops and agricultural 
land were damaged, and many people lost their 
stored food. People are subsistence farmers, and 
were already paying large prices for supplementary 
food to be shipped in. It is essential to rebuild their 
capacity to grow their own food. Our proposal was 
for $60,000 to help communities in these islands 
replant crops. ACT Alliance has fully funded this 
proposal, and the work on long-term agricultural 
recovery has already begun.

We also raised more than $85,000 for our 
Cyclone Pam Response Appeal to add to the 
ACT Alliance project. This funding was used by 
ACOM for immediate emergency response after 
the cyclone, and is continuing to support ACOM’s 
response to affected communities.  

As part of the longer-term recovery efforts, 
ACOM will work with communities to help them 
prepare for future disasters (including floods and 
cyclones), which is essential as a changing climate 
creates more volatile weather patterns in the Pacific. 
This work includes assessing their vulnerability and 
determining, as a community, how they can limit 
the damage from a natural disaster, minimise the 
risk to their community and respond quickly and 
effectively to future disasters.  
our appeal: $85,000 
act alliance contribution: $60,000

nePaL
A powerful 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck Nepal 
on 25 April 2015, followed by a 7.3 magnitude 
earthquake on 12 May. The combined impact left 
more than 8,600 people dead, and 8.1 million in 
need of humanitarian assistance in a mountainous 
country where access is difficult. 

Many people are still sleeping in the open or 
under tarpaulins because their homes are damaged 
or destroyed or they fear more earthquakes, and the 
rainy season is approaching.

Our appeal is supporting the work of ACT 
Alliance partners that are responding in Nepal.

This includes distributing shelter items (blankets 
and tarpaulins), ready to eat food, large household 
food packages, hygiene kits, and more. The 
needs are immense and ACT Alliance partners 
are working together to reach as many people as 
possible. 
our appeal: $90,000

other appeals  
and responses
south sudan $42,000 
(ACT Alliance)

gaza $75,000 
(Our partner, Al Ahli Arab 
Hospital)

northern Iraq $202,000 
(ACT Alliance)

mozambique floods $5,000 
(Our partner, Diocese of 
Niassa. Sent from our Rapid 
Response Emergency Fund)

easter appeal: rapid  
response emergency 
fund $76,000

The overwhelming response 
to our Easter appeal, From 
No Hope to Know Hope, 
refilled our Rapid Response 
Emergency Fund, which was 
empty after sending $5,000 
to Mozambique for their flood 
response. The fund allows us 
to respond quickly when an 
emergency strikes, which we 
did for the Nepal earthquake 
in April. Thank you to all who 
donated.

Our Rapid Response Emergency Fund allows us to respond 
quickly when a disaster strikes. Donate now and help us to move 

people from no hope to knowing hope.

Donate online at www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au, call us on  
1800 249 880, or post your donation to:  

Rapid Response Emergency Fund, Anglican Overseas Aid,  
PO Box Box 389, Abbotsford, Vic 3067

renewing hope
Over recent years, multiple disasters and emergencies have increased human 
suffering and stretched the generosity of donors such as yourselves. On this page, 
we offer a brief overview of some of the responses you have supported. 



australian valerie browning, project  
co-ordinator for our long-term partner, the 
afar Pastoralist development association 
(aPda), talks to afar women who are  
leading their camels, children and baby 
goats along a road in northern ethiopia. 
aPda runs our maternal and child health 
project, which is fully funded by the  
australian government.
Photo: kate holt

www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au
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bIbLe readIng 
Read Luke 8:26-39 

dIscussIon questIons
1. What was significant about Jesus going 

to the region of the Gerasenes? Who 
were the people who lived there? What 
would it have meant for Jesus’ disciples 
to follow him there?

2. Why were the locals so fearful after 
Jesus healed the demoniac? Why did 
they want Jesus to leave?

3. Do you think everyone is called to help 
in hard places? Why/why not? What 
would/does helping in a hard place look 
like for you?

refLectIon
The Gerasene demoniac was an outcast, 
living on the edges of the local town. He 
made people feel uncomfortable, and so 
he was banished to the margins of society, 
on his own with no one to befriend him or 
accept him unconditionally.

Dealing with this situation was not 
easy. It had consequences, not just for the 
demoniac, but also for the local community. 
When Jesus healed him, it forced the 
community to welcome him back in as one 
of them. This contributed to their fear.

By going to the region of the Gerasenes, 
Jesus went out of his comfort zone, away 
from his own people. This also showed his 
disciples – and us – what it means to follow 
him. Going where Jesus went means going 

to uncomfortable places where people are 
different and often difficult.

Anglican Overseas Aid partners with 
local communities in the countries in which 
we work. Staff from these local partners are 
following the example of Jesus by working 
in hard places, and in very hard conditions. 
This often means a simple home with no 
running water and regular power outages. 
For others it means being in constant 
demand due to the requirements of people 
who have all sorts of needs.

Helping in hard places also often means 
having to remove yourself and gain some 
space to recuperate if possible. It is important 
to remember that Jesus did this throughout 
his ministry. He would often withdraw and 
spend whole nights in prayer to recuperate 
and allow his energies to be restored. 

Living in hard places requires 
appropriate self-care as we care for the 
needs of others. We often neglect this, but 
even Jesus needed it. He used this time to 
be alone with the Father, and it gave him 
the strength to continue to help in hard 
places.

Idea for aPPLIcatIon
Helping in hard places often means 
comforting the disturbed and disturbing the 
comfortable, as we have seen in the story 
of the Gerasene demoniac. Have a look at 
the table at http://ow.ly/NNjlC. It shows the 
events in Jesus’ ministry when he does both. 

Discuss what you see in the pattern of 

Jesus’ ministry and how it relates to our 
theme of “helping in hard places”.  

Idea for WorshIP
Helping in hard places can also be called 
“getting your hands dirty”. Jesus is known 
as doing this quite literally as he ministered 
in the dusty streets of the Middle East.

Put some dirt in a bucket and immerse 
your hands in it. Reflect on how Jesus got 
his hands dirty by helping in hard places. 
Think of anyone you may know who is 
ministering in hard places around the world.

Prayer
God of the hard places,
We thank you that when you came to our 

planet, you went to the hard places where 
those on the margins live. 

Be with those who choose to live and 
to work in the margins because of their 
commitment to you. May they continue to 
see you already at work and that they are 
not alone in anything they do.

Give us all wisdom and strength as we go 
into the hard places you have called us to, 
wherever they may be and whatever it may 
entail.

We ask this in the name of our Lord who 
got his hands dirty. 

Amen.

This	Bible	study	is	also	available	on	
our	website.	Go	to:	http://ow.ly/NNjsU

bible study:  
Helping	in	Hard	Places

sabene gomes is our  
Pacific Programs Manager.

A recent independent evaluation of our 
solar lights project in Solomon Islands 
found that the project has contributed to 

the complete elimination of kerosene lamp use in 
Makira Province, and Ysabel Province is not far 
behind. This is a significant result that improves 
life for families for a number of reasons.

Kerosene lamps give off fumes that are bad for 
health, contribute to pollution and are linked to the 
risk of house fires. Buying kerosene also eats into 
the limited income of poor families, where women 
are often the income earners.

Women said solar lights gave better quality light 
that they could use for market preparation as well 
as reducing stress by lifting the ever-present worry 
of raising money to keep family homes lit at night. 

Annie, a member of the Mother’s Union of the 
Anglican Church of Melanesia, reflected on how 
the solar lights had changed her life.

“Before I had solar I would use a torch and 
light dry coconut leaves at night to do my market 
preparation for the next day. But solar helps the 
family a lot. When I am preparing for market at 
night I no longer need a torch,” she said.

“When I am baking buns the small lamp gives 
light straight inside the drum so I can see if they 
are ready. Also it has reduced the cost of running a 
hurricane lamp, and I don’t need to buy a torch or 
batteries. It gives good light. 

“As a mother I used to worry that I would run 
out of cash and not have money to pay for kerosene 
for light in the evening. Now I know the solar light 
will be there even if it has been rainy; the light still 
shines bright.”  

An important aspect of the project is training 

people in the use and maintenance of the solar 
lights, which enables some people to generate 
income by charging for fixing solar units. But the 
real strength is that women want to be trained too.

Late last year, I attended a training session on 
the basics of solar technology and its maintenance 
for women in Central Province. 

As we arrived on the remote island, women of 
all ages proclaimed their eagerness to learn about 
solar. The Diocesan Mother’s Union President, 
Margaret Seka, said she had specifically requested 
training for the women of the area. The workshop 
trained almost 20 women, ranging in age from 
15-70. 

The training itself focused on understanding, 
maintaining and troubleshooting all types of solar 
systems found in the country, including those 
supplied by us. The women reported that with 
other, cheaper solar systems there were constant 
breakdowns and nobody who could fix them.

At the end of the first day of training, Mary, who 
had travelled from a neighbouring island, excitedly 
said that “all this time we have been using solar in 
the wrong ways”, and that she would return home 
and teach her husband about the lessons she had 
learned during the workshop.

The	solar	lights	project	is	funded	by	
donations	from	the	public	and	grants	from	
the	Australian	Government’s	aid	budget.	 
It	is	run	by	our	partner,	the	Anglican	
Church	of	Melanesia,	through	the	
Mother’s	Union.	To	donate	to	this	project,	
call	on	1800	249	880	or	go	to	www.
anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

Life is better with solar lights
Our solar 
lighting project 
in Solomon 
Islands has 
exceeded 
expectations, 
writes sabene 
gomes.

The gospels show us that most of Jesus’ life was spent in difficult 
places and difficult situations. He went to people and places that no 
one else wanted to; he served people no one else thought were worth 
serving.

Serving in hard places is often thankless and seemingly endless 
work. It is hard because it involves making yourself available to the 
needs of others and being in constant demand. 

It wasn’t just that Jesus went to the places where there were 
people who were in dire need and who were outcast; he also put 
himself offside with the authorities by associating himself with 
them. 

Jesus’ attitude towards hardship is also an example to us. He 
never complained about going to serve people living on the edge of 
society. He was in constant surrender to his Father. It was not just 

in the Garden of Gethsemane that his attitude was “not my will but 
yours be done”.

Jesus’ actions illustrated his teaching that life is difficult for 
many people. He embodied compassion for the crowds because they 
were “harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (Matt 
9:36). He also said that if anyone wanted to come after him, they 
must deny themselves, take up their cross and follow him, and that 
the way to life is a long and winding, uphill road.

This is what characterises helping in hard places. Helping is 
often difficult. It means putting ourselves out there for the sake of 
others. This is the very nature of love. 

This Bible study looks at the theme of helping in hard places by 
going back to the source of our motivation for doing what we do: 
Jesus himself as revealed in the gospels.

solomon Islander women 
learn about the intricacies 
of solar technology.
Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/
Kate Higgins
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I am sitting in a community meeting in 
Zambezia province in north-west Mozambique 
when wild laughter suddenly breaks out 

amongst the community members. I look around 
to see four men entering, one of them dressed 
as a woman. The laughter builds as one man 
hysterically moves his body like a clumsy dancer. 

My translator tells me that these men are acting 
out a drama about the importance of families using 
clean water to maintain their health, and the dancer 
is demonstrating his inability to control his bowels 
as the result of diarrhoea. The community members 
are able to laugh at what in the past has not been 
a funny situation, because they are now seeing 
the results of improved hygiene practices. It is an 
especially fun way to teach the children, as they 
gaze with wide eyes at the performance.

The improved situation is the result of a water 
and sanitation project funded by Anglican Overseas 
Aid through our partner in Mozambique, the 
Anglican Diocese of Niassa.

I quickly found out that access to clean water in 
communities such as this one is very limited. Water 
is sourced from a pond with stagnant water that is 
home to frogs, not to mention various water-borne 
diseases. It’s not hard to imagine that when this 
water is used for washing and drinking, sickness is 
the end result, particularly for children. 

Diarrhoea is the most common disease, and 
in this part of the world, such sickness causes the 
deaths of many children, as they don’t have access 
to appropriate treatments and clean water.

In an unplanned coincidence, my visit to 
Mozambique aligned with World Water Day on 
Sunday 22 March. During a local Anglican church 
service that marked the day, I watched another 
drama performed by congregation members 
that highlighted the importance of using clean 
water, and teaching others about clean water and 
improving sanitation. The character with diarrhoea 
was initially incredibly stubborn, not believing in 
the importance of handwashing. Then suddenly, as 
he made his case to his friends and family, he fell 
writhing to the ground, struck with diarrhoea, in 
such an exaggerated manner that the whole church 
roared with laughter. But the message was loud and 
clear. This project is crucial not only to improving 
basic community health, but saving lives. 

World Water Day emphasises how important it 
is for people the world over to have access to water 
that is clean, and sanitation facilities that increase 
and maintain health. It is literally about life or 
death for millions of people.

The project is having remarkable results. Local 
communities are now able to increase their access 
to safe water, sanitation and hygiene. They are also 
learning the importance of handwashing, how to 
build latrines, and improve household storage of 
water.  

I spoke to people in the community about life 

before and since the project has been operating, 
and the responses were the same: diarrhoea has 
decreased in the community, particularly amongst 
children. 

Joaquim, the chief of one of the villages in the 
province, said that before the project started, 
“there were problems with diarrhoea, but now 

we have seen many changes in people’s health. The 
reduction of diarrhoea has come about through the 
teaching received from the project.”

Changing people’s attitudes has also been an 
ongoing part of the project’s work. In the past, 
people would sometimes strongly disagree with 
teaching on hygiene, but now that is slowly 
changing. “When people see how different 
behaviours help them, they are more keen to be 
protected from diseases,” explained Joaquim.

“People in our community and their families are 
now being protected from various types of disease. 
I also now know the importance of having toilets 
near my home.”

Joaquim is very thankful for the support of 
Anglicans in Australia who are helping to fund 
the project. He says it has changed the attitudes of 
many people in their village.

This	Mozambique	water,	sanitation	and	
hygiene	project	was	established	with	a	
large	grant	from	a	generous	donor,	but	
needs	ongoing	funding.	To	donate,	call	 
us	on	1800	249	880	or	go	to:	 
www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

Living water in  
mozambique

simple changes to water and sanitation  
can save lives and improve health.  

nils von kalm visited  
communities to find out more.

church members 
perform a drama about 
the importance of 
handwashing before eating 
and preparing food. the 
man on the floor was 
initially reluctant to wash 
his hands. then, when he 
contracted diarrhoea, he 
realised the importance 
of hand washing and is 
now telling others in the 
community about it.
Photo: Anglican Overseas 
Aid/Nils von Kalm

nils von kalm is our 
church and community 
engagement co-ordinator.

nils would love to come 
and speak at your church. 
to organise a booking, 
contact him on  
nvonkalm@anglicanover 
seasaid.org.au or call us 
on 1800 249 880.

a community member 
washes his hands with a 
tippy-tap, a way to wash 
your hands that does not 
require contact with equip-
ment, and is particularly 
useful in rural areas where 
there is no running water. It 
is operated by a foot lever, 
which reduces the chances 
of catching disease, as 
the user only comes into 
contact with the water. It is 
also a great water-saving 
device; any used water can 
be collected for watering 
plants or other crops. 

tippy-taps are being 
used in most households 
in communities associated 
with our water and sanita-
tion project. they are very 
popular as they are easy 
to use and can be made 
quickly from readily avail-
able materials. 
Photo: Anglican Overseas 
Aid/Nils von Kalm

“I now know the importance  
of having toilets near  

my home.”
Joaquim,  

community Leader 



economics 
and idolatry

There is a great danger that the economy 
has become an idol and Christians must 
ask questions about where we place our 

confidence, Archbishop Philip Freier told The 
Justice Conference on Saturday, 18 April.

His comments were made during a special 
session in front of a packed room of all conference 
attendees in which he shared the stage with three 
other speakers: Melinda Tankard Reist (Collective 
Shout), Daniel Flynn (ThankYou Group) and 
Christie Buckingham (Pastor, Bayside Church in 
Melbourne).

Archbishop Philip sounded a warning that 
our culture tells us that we are supposed to be 
subservient to the economy, and even make 
sacrifices for it, seeing it as transcendent and 
superior to the way that God has called us to exist 
in relationships. In this way, “there is a great 
danger that the economy has become an idol”, he 
said. “Idols are not founded in reality, but founded 
in a corrupted imagination. We are deceived when 
we give life to an idol, when we construct an idol 
with our own hands.”

Christ calls us to be people who love one 
another and care for our neighbour – things that are 
tangible, he said, as he encouraged those present to 
put their confidence in the lasting things that come 
from God.

The emphasis on economics continued later in 
the afternoon when Archbishop Philip replicated 
his regular “Conversations with the Archbishop” 

format as part of the elective stream. 
He was joined by the Reverend Dr Bob 

Mitchell, CEO of Anglican Overseas Aid, and Dr 
Jonathan Cornford, founder of Manna Gum, for a 
discussion on the topic ‘What can Christian faith 
contribute to international development?’

Dr Cornford explored the idea that since the 
middle of last century, efforts to eradicate poverty 
have usually focused on economic growth, which 
has often been at the expense of justice. 

“The predominant conception of what 
development means is to stimulate economic 

growth,” he said. “The tragic history of the second 
half of the 20th century is that a lot of economic 
development has created poverty.” 

He pointed to the example of Laos and 
Cambodia, countries with growing economies that 
are hailed as an ongoing development success. By 
the statistics, poverty has decreased dramatically. 
But, he said, if you visit communities and ask about 
the difference between life now and life 20 years 
ago, “again and again, for many people, especially 
for those who are minority groups or were already 
on the fringes, the story is that life has got harder”.

Dr Mitchell agreed, arguing that it is essential to 
consider inequality alongside economic definitions 
of poverty. 

Dr Cornford said that part of the problem was 
that Christians in general have “lost a clear biblical 
insight into what fullness of life means, or what 
it means to be human, and what it means to think 
about money and economics”.

The result, he said, is that we have generally 
accepted the world’s approach to economics, which 
has big implications for development.

“It became possible to be enthusiastic about 
alleviating poverty, and completely lose sight of the 
need of maintaining justice. So, vast injustice could 
be done in the name of poverty alleviation,” he 

said. “We lost sight of the importance of justice at a 
fundamental level and at a human relational level.” 

Dr Mitchell said that while there were 
strengths and weaknesses to faith and church-
based development work, the positives strongly 
outweighed the negatives, and that the church could 
embody the biblical call to justice as a broader 
framework for addressing poverty. 

He said that in many communities, the 
church is often the only functioning institution 
in civil society, it has a wide reach, and that the 
local church is usually more trusted than other 
organisations. He also said that economic-based 
responses to poverty were often large-scale, 
while the church was smaller and embedded in 
communities, which enables it to tailor effective 
responses to the local context.

Dr Cornford agreed, and said that many 
Christian agencies are prepared to work at a much 
smaller scale, and it’s only at a smaller scale that 
you can work on sensitive issues. “You can only 
negotiate those complex contours at a small scale,” 
he said.

This	is	an	edited	version	of	an	article	that	
was	published	in	the	May	edition	of	the 
melbourne anglican.

The Anglican 
Primate, 
Archbishop 
Philip Freier, 
issues a strong 
challenge about 
our obession 
with the 
economy. 

david cook 
reports from 
The Justice 
Conference.

In April, more than 500 people attended The Justice 
Conference in Melbourne, the first time that the 
conference has been held in Australia and only the 
second time outside the USA.

The Justice Conference was founded in the USA 
in 2010, and has grown to become one of the largest 
international gatherings on social and biblical justice. 

Keynote speakers included conference founder 
Kyn Wytsma and well-known speaker, author and 
pastor, Eugene Cho. Archbishop Philip Freier 
contributed to the conference as part of Anglican 
Overseas Aid’s partnership with the event and his 
role as President of Anglican Overseas Aid.

Along with Archbishop Freier’s speaking 
roles, we joined forces with our friends at the 

Stop the Traffik coalition to run a stand that drew 
attention to our work, and the broader work of 
Stop the Traffik to end slavery and trafficking in the 
chocolate industry. This included giving away free 
samples of ethical chocolate, and a competition to 
win a hamper of ethical chocolate worth more than 
$400 that was put together by Melbourne business 
Heart of Chocolate. The winner, Lillian Ling, is 
pictured with the hamper.

It was encouraging to see so many Christians 
gathering together to learn more about how they 
can follow God’s call to see justice prevail in the 
world.

 
More	at:	www.thejusticeconference.com.au	
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faIth and 
JustIce WIth 
kIWI frIends

Also in March, Bishop 
Justin Duckworth of 
Wellington (pictured), 
brought a group of 
young Anglican leaders 
from New Zealand to 
Melbourne for a week-
long experience of faith 
and justice, including 
attending the Surrender 
conference. 

Anglican Overseas 
Aid offered to host the 
group for a day, and we 
invited a select group of 
young Anglican leaders 
from the Melbourne 
Diocese to join us 
as we explored and 
wrestled with different 
expressions of Christian 
faith and the call to 
justice.

The day was held 
at St Jude’s Anglican 
Church in Carlton, and 
explored topics such 
as: the role of prayer in 
work for justice; local 
expressions of justice 
through the story of St 
Jude’s commitment to 
the housing commission 
community; issues to 
do with cross-cultural 
and multicultural 
congregations; and the 
global expression of 
faith, aid and justice. 

The highlight of 
the day was a session 
with Archbishop Philip 
Freier and Bishop Justin 
Duckworth as they 
shared stories of their 
journeys from serving 
people on the margins 
of society to positions of 
leadership at the centre 
of the church.

fInd out 
more
Watch an 

interview with Bishop 
Justin Duckworth: 
www.youtube.com/
AnglicanMediaMelb/
videos
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the JustIce conference

the anglican Primate, 
archbishop Philip freier of 
melbourne, leads a work-
shop on christian faith and 
international development 
at the Justice conference.



APPEAL 2015 

Support our partners as they help in hard places. Donate in one of three ways: 
1   Online: www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au   2   By phone: 1800 249 880   3   Use the form below

All donations over $2 are fully tax deductible.

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord,  
not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance 

from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

COLOSSIANS 3:23-24

donation details

q   I’d like to donate $________ as a one-off donation, or
q   I’d like to give $________ regularly, every month by Credit Card 
(Need more information first? Call us for Free on 1800 249 880)

Payment details 
I’d like to pay by:

q   Cheque (payable to Anglican Overseas Aid)

q   Credit Card      q   Visa      q   Mastercard      q   Amex

Card Number:      __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Expiry Date: ___ / ___        CVV No:  ________________________

Name on Card: _________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________

address details

Title: Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss / Other: __________________

First Name: ____________________________________________

Surname: ______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Suburb: _______________________________________________

State: _________________________Postcode:________________

Tel: ___________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________

Parish: ________________________________________________

Supporter No.: __________________________________________
Anglicord ABN 39 116 072 050 
Donations over $2 are tax-deductible. 
Your donation will be directed to a general fund 
that allows us to support the work of our partners 
around the world.Please return to: Po box 389, abbotsford, vIc 3067

freecall: 1800 249 880   |   fax: 03 9495 6891   
donate securely online: www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au



15Ey-d


