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One of my favourite stories from 
Scripture is the arrival of the 
Magi to visit the child Jesus after 

a long journey. It is such an intriguing and 
wonderful story. Those of us at Anglican 
Overseas Aid, our supporters, and our 
Anglican partners undertake a long journey 
together in seeking development in poor 
communities. Like the Magi, we seek to 
bring our gifts of service to Christ, the Christ 
we see in the vulnerable, the broken and the 
suffering.

The 2015 calendar year was a busy step 
in this journey. In the first half of the year, 
our attention was taken up by emergencies 
in Vanuatu and Nepal. 
In the second half of 
the year, things were 
a little quieter on the 
emergencies front apart 
from renewed interest in 
Syria sparked by media 
coverage. Our staff, 
however, were working 
hard on the process 
of being re-accredited 
with the Australian 
Government, a huge task 
that happens every five 
years. We are waiting 
with hopeful expectation 
that we will be approved 
for re-accreditation over the coming months. 
Please keep us in your prayers as we wait.

The year also saw an increase in 
engagement with Anglican churches and we 
are hoping to further increase this over the 
year ahead. You can find out more about our 
work connecting with churches on page 13. 
If you would like to help us with this work, 
you could consider becoming an Anglican 
Overseas Aid ambassador, like Les Bohm in 
Canberra. Find out more about his story on 
page 12. 

Engaging the broader church will be a 
greater focus for me over the coming year 
as well, as I take on the role of Chair of 
the Church Agencies Network in 2016. 

This is a group of Australian church-based 
international development agencies who 
seek to support each other in improving their 
effectiveness and raise a collective voice 
on issues that affect the world’s poor and 
vulnerable.

At the end of the year, we were honoured 
to again host Valerie Browning, who was 
visiting from the Afar region of northern 
Ethiopia. Valerie has highlighted the positive 
impact of our Road Less Travelled Project, 
but also the current dire situation in the Afar 
as the El Nino effect exacerbates prolonged 
drought. You can hear directly from 
Valerie in the interview on page 4, which is 

followed on page 6 
by a story about our 
man in Africa, Philip 
Walker, who has been 
based in Kenya for 
the past five years 
overseeing The 
Road Less Travelled 
project.

One of our 
successes in the past 
year was our Advent 
reflections booklet, 
which we offered for 
free to supporters 
and churches across 
the nation. We have 

produced a similar booklet for Lent, with 
excerpts available on pages 7 and 10. These 
pages are on the back of the pull-out poster, 
which features a map of all our work and 
projects in the 2014-15 calendar year. I 
encourage you to pull this poster out and 
place it in your home or church to remind 
you to hold us and our partners in prayer.

Elsewhere in this edition of Abundance 
you can find articles about our work with 
the Spafford Children’s Centre in East 
Jerusalem, and activities around Australia to 
further pursue justice and mercy for people 
who are marginalised. 

Once again, thank you for your support 
and prayers. 

Following the 
Magi to honour 
the vulnerable 
christ 
The Reverend dr bob Mitchell
Chief Executive Officer
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FROnT cOVeR: A child’s drawing from 
the Spafford Children’s Centre in East 
Jerusalem. Story on page 11.
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SuRRendeR In MARch: 
lOVIng gOd,  
neIghbOuR, eneMy
The Surrender Conference is on 
again in March at the Belgrave 
Heights Convention Centre in 
Melbourne’s outer east.
Hundreds of Christians from 
across Australia will gather to 
learn, pray and worship around 
the theme ‘Love God, Love 
Neighbour, Love Enemy.’
Surrender is the largest 
gathering of its kind, focusing on 
social justice, radical discipleship 
and incarnational mission. It runs 
for three days with more than 
1,200 people attending, and 
includes main speakers, Bible 
studies, workshops and more.

Find out more at  
www.surrender.org.au

JuSTIce cOnFeRence 
MOVeS TO MelbOuRne 
TOwn hAll
After a successful first Justice 
Conference last year in 
Melbourne, the conference 
returns again this year on Friday 
21 and Saturday 22 of October 
at a new and exciting venue – 
the Melbourne Town Hall and 
nearby Athenaeum Theatre.
We took part in Australia’s first 
Justice Conference with our 
President, Archbishop Philip.

The Conference was founded 
in the United States in 2010, 
and is now held in major cities 
around the world.

Find out more at:  
www.thejusticeconference.
com.au

A new lOOk FOR OuR 
e-newSleTTeR
As part of our ongoing work 
to improve the way we share 
our news with you, we have 
recently upgraded our regular 
e-newsletter. Now called 
eBundance, it has a fresh new 
look, is much easier to read, and 
works on phones, tablets and 
regular computers. If you’re not 
on our email list, you can sign up 
using the form on our website.

Other ways to stay in 
touch include receiving this 
magazine, following us on social 
media (Facebook, Twitter and 
Google+), and checking our 
website regularly. Our next 
project for the year is to upgrade 
our website. 

InVITe uS TO yOuR 
chuRch In 2016
Do you need someone to speak 
to your church or community 
group about work to end poverty 
around the world?

Our Church and Community 
Engagement Co-ordinator, Nils 
von Kalm, is taking bookings 
for 2016. Last year he spoke to 
more than 1,000 people over 
many churches.

To make a booking with nils, 
call us on 1800 249 880 or 
email him: nvonkalm@ 
anglicanoverseasaid.org.au.

In December, Valerie Browning 
from our partner in Ethiopia, the 
Afar Pastoralist Development 
Association, received national 
media coverage in the Fairfax 
press.

In the powerful article, 
Valerie shared her frank 
perspective on arriving in 
Australia from the remote 
lands of the Afar at the peak 
of the pre-Christmas shopping 
season. 

One of our Australian 
partners, the Barbara May 
Foundation, organised the 
interview with The Canberra 
Times, but the story was then 
picked up by other Fairfax 
publications and went national 
on the internet, taking the 
message of Valerie’s work right 

across the country.
Valerie was the guest 

speaker at our AGM that 
was held at Bishopscourt in 
Melbourne. She spoke about 
the ongoing positive impact of 
our major project, The Road 
Less Travelled, along with the 
current dire situation in the Afar 
caused by prolonged drought 
exacerbated by the El Nino 
effect.

You can hear more from 
Valerie on pages 4 and 5.

You can find the link to the 
Fairfax story about Valerie 
Browning on our Facebook 
page or by searching the 
headline ‘Valerie Browning - 
the angel of the African desert 
comes home to the excess of a 
Christmas in Australia’.

challenging words from 
Valerie browning in  
national press

InbRIeF
Our Annual Report for 2014-
15 is now available. With a 
stunning new design and more 
information than ever before, 
it’s a great way to find out how 
your support has been helping 
to make a difference around the 
world.

The report includes an 
introduction by our President, 
the Most Reverend Doctor Philip 
Freier, Archbishop of Melbourne 
and Primate of the Anglican 
Church in Australia, and 
features infographics showing 
the impact of our work, reports 
on responses to disasters and 
emergencies, and more.

We’ve included the map from 
the Annual Report as a lift-out 
poster in the centre pages of this 
edition of Abundance.

To order hard copies of the 
Annual Report, call us on 1800 
249 880, or email on aoa@
anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

To download a digital copy,  
go to our website:  
www.anglicanoverseasaid.
org.au
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hOw dO we ShAPe An AbundAnT lIFe?
Join more than 300 Anglicans from around Australia for Life in 
Abundance, an Anglican conference on mission and evangelism to be 
held 10-13 February in Melbourne.

We have partnered with other Anglican agencies to support the 
conference and our CEO, the Reverend Dr Bob Mitchell, will present 
workshops on the role of Christian faith in international development 
work to end poverty.

The conference will feature leading Australian theologians Bishop 
Stephen Pickard and Professor Dorothy Lee, along with the Bishop of 
Wellington, Justin Duckworth, and respected international missiologist 
Stephen Bevans.

See the ad on page 15, and find out more at www.trinity.unimelb.
edu.au/learning/theological-school/anglican-conference.html

“The year also saw an 
increase in engagement 
with Anglican churches 

and we are hoping 
to further increase 
this over the year 

ahead. You can find 
out more about our 

work connecting with 
churches on page 13.” 

dynamic new design 
brings our work to life 

TO dOnATe
T: (03) 9495 6100
Freecall: 1800 249 880
PO Box 389, Abbotsford, VIC 3067
ABN 39 116 072 050
www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au

All donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Keep up-to-date with our eNews, emailed straight to your 
inbox. Email aoa@anglicanoverseasaid.org.au with the 
word “Subscribe” in the subject line.

All photos are supplied by Anglican Overseas Aid, unless 
otherwise stated.

President: The Most Reverend Dr Phillip Freier,  
Archbishop of Melbourne and Primate of Australia
Chief Executive Officer: Reverend Dr Bob Mitchell
editor: David Cook

Anglican Overseas Aid is a member of the ACT Alliance 
and a signatory to the ACFID Code of Conduct.  
www.acfid.asn.au

Printed on recycled paper.



Saving mothers 
and children in 
remote ethiopia
By April of 2016, Valerie Browning will have been living and 
working in the Afar region of Ethiopia for 27 years, with 21  
of those years with our partner, the Afar Pastoralist 
Development Association (APDA). In December, Valerie 
visited us at our Melbourne office, where she spoke to  
david cook about our partnership that is helping mothers 
and families across the Afar.
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Anglican Overseas Aid’s major project in 
partnership with APdA is The Road less 
Travelled, a holistic maternal and child 
health project now in its fifth year. Can you 
describe the impact that the project has 
had so far?

The impact is in households, it’s in 
communities, it’s in the whole of the Afar society 
because now we are seriously looking at how a 
mother, who could be in danger of dying, can be 
properly cared for. 

Great progress has been made – progress 
towards females getting a better share, females 
getting better reproductive health, illiteracy is 
less, people are realising the dangers of harmful 
practices such as female genital mutilation, early 
marriage and so on. And it’s in communities that 
the government is not reaching. That’s what’s so 
important. 

Those people would not have had health or 
education services of any type or form, if it wasn’t 
for this project.

We’re vaccinating children. We have 
constructed five water sources where people were 
very thirsty, and that’s securing a better situation 
for maternal health. We’ve started waiting areas 
for mothers at risk, and these are between our 
emergency hospital unit and the communities, so 
it’s the step in-between. [Editor’s note: pregnant 
women move to the waiting areas, which are closer 
to the hospital, in the final weeks of pregnancy.]

Many things have been started with this project. 

Have communities been reflecting back 
that they’ve seen the positive impact?

Oh yes. For sure. They are seeing much less 
maternal death, and that’s the first thing they talk 
about. They know how to get a safe delivery at our 
hospital, and someone was saying the other day 
that if a mother has delivered at the hospital, she 
gets up more or less within days of the delivery 
and is strong again, but if she has delivered in the 
house, she’s often lying around for months, because 
she’s bled, because she’s infected, because of all 
these reasons she takes a long time to recover. So 
we’re teaching them institutional delivery, which is 
very, very important. 

But it takes a long time. You must realise that 
it was only 15 years ago that these people were 
only 2 per cent literate. If they were only 2 per cent 
literate, they knew virtually nothing about safe 
motherhood.

The reach of this project is also astounding 
– more than 330,000 people benefiting from 
the work. how does that happen?

Because we have people living in the 
communities. The health workers, the women 
extension workers, and the teachers, they come 
from the communities they are serving. They 
don’t leave, and we expect them to do a six-day 
week. They give us monthly reports, and they 
are monitored by their community development 
committee and their team leader, and they are able 
and capable of reaching just about their entire 

The Afar region of north-
east Africa is one of the 
toughest places in the 
world to live.

The Afar lands are 
mostly in remote north-
east Ethiopia, but also 
extend into parts of 
Djibouti and southern 
Eritrea. It has some of 
the hottest inhabited 
places on Earth – 
some areas exceed 50 
degrees Celsius in the 
hot season.

Australian nurse 
Valerie Browning first 
went to Ethiopia in 
1973. In 1989 she 
married Ismael Ali 
Gordo, an Afar leader. 
In 1993 she and Ismael 
joined with other 
leaders to form the Afar 
Pastoralist Development 
Association (APDA).

Anglican Overseas 
Aid has been partnering 
with Valerie and APDA 
for more than 15 years. 

community, and sharing all these messages. And 
each six months they survey house-to-house to 
survey the attitudinal change. 

given that this project has been fully 
funded by the Australian government for 
five years, it seems that Australian aid 
has contributed to a strong foundation 
for the Afar people to drive their own 
development.

I’m sure about that. And it’s a shame that 
the Australian Government doesn’t want to go 
on further along this exciting road which is less 
travelled. It would be nice if they did.

So what are the implications of this five-
year commitment coming to an end soon?

I think it’s been a fabulously positive four years 
so far and we’ll finish it off that way. We’ll have 
to look at going on. We can’t leave communities 
who’ve got no health or no education facility. 

But now, at least the community development 
committees, who are the leaders of the community, 
are aware about what is needed for health; they 
know about vaccinations, they know about 
antenatal care and checking, they know about what 
mothers should eat during pregnancy, and so on, 
and so they’ll be looking for those things now.

will it be hard for APdA without this 
Australian government funding?

It will be hard unless we find an alternative. 
We need to find an alternative, and then work that 
alternative around to sustainability. We’re not there 
yet.

We must have clean delivery sets for women 
in the rural areas. We can’t go back to no soap, to 
no rubbing of the baby to dry it, so lots of babies 
die of hypothermia. We can’t go back to the fact 
that traditional birth attendants feel dissatisfied so 
they do their bad traditional practices. We don’t 
want that. We want to progress down the line of 
better reproductive health so that mothers are not 
dying unnecessarily in childbirth. We want to get 
that community realising more and more of its 
responsibility.

While four years in funding time is probably a 
substantial time, in actual development time, it’s 
not that much. It’s like a child growing up. How 
good is the boy at four years old compared to the 
guy at 16. He’s different. He’s coping differently.

The Road Less Travelled is a major mater-
nal and child health project for nomadic 
communities in Kenya and Ethiopia. It was 
fully funded by the Australian Government 
for five years as part of the Australia Africa 
Community Engagement Scheme. This 
funding commitment finishes at the end of 
the 2015-16 financial year.

Valerie browning, Project 
co-ordinator with the Afar 
Pastoralist development 
Association, helps an Afar 
family with their camel. 
Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/
Kate Holt

FInd OuT 
MORe
Find out more about 
The Road Less 

Travelled at the official blog:
www.aroadlesstravelled.net/
blog
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Phillip Walker is just like any other Aussie. 
He loves a good BBQ and the footy, and is 
always up for a good conversation. He also 

has a great personal commitment to the people of 
Africa.

Phillip has been working with Anglican 
Overseas Aid since 2011, based in the small 
town of Nanyuki, a few hours north of Nairobi in 
the foothills of Mt Kenya. His primary role has 
been overseeing our maternal and child health 
program, The Road Less Travelled, which is being 
implemented in Kenya and Ethiopia, but his other 
duties include keeping watch over all of our work 
across eastern and southern Africa.

In Kenya, The Road Less Travelled aims to 
save and improve the lives of mothers and children 
in the nomadic Maasai and Samburu pastoralist 
communities. Its successes include the proportion 
of women attending a clinic to give birth increasing 
from 10 per cent to 40 per cent in the past five 
years.

But for every improvement, there are also 
challenges, says Phillip. 

“There are a lot of behavioural aspects we need 
to change,” he says. “In the hospitals we need to 
change the attitude of the clinic staff, who perhaps 
can be a little derogatory towards women who are 
lacking in formal education.”

When asked about the future of the program, 
Phillip’s countenance drops. The Australian 
Government fully funded the project for five years, 

but this funding ends on 30 June 2016. If no further 
funding is found, The Road Less Travelled project 
will cease at that point. 

“The program needs at least another three 
years to successfully implement its aims,” Phillip 
explains. “The core of the program is behaviour 
change, and that takes a significant amount of time 
to achieve, and particularly to sustain. So, while we 
have so far got a very strong track record, a second 
phase would really allow us to build on that and 
solidify.”

Phillip’s broader role overseeing projects across 
Africa has seen him visit Mozambique, where the 
Diocese of Niassa leads a community-led response 
to combat HIV and AIDS, along with work to 
provide clean water and sanitation. He has also 
seen firsthand our women’s empowerment work 
in South Africa in partnership with the Anglican 
Diocese of Grahamstown, and our work in Burundi 
supporting the Anglican Church’s Mother’s Union 
to provide women with financial management and 
business skills.

While these programs in other parts of Africa 
are not at risk of closing, they still require ongoing 
funding from the Australian public.

Phillip has been impressed by the role of 
Anglican partners in our projects. “The churches 
are highly committed to the work, and they show 
a warmth and personal compassion to the women 
that is not seen in similar work in other areas of 
Africa,” he says.

Phillip Walker has more 
than two decades of 
professional experience 
as a development 
practitioner in Africa, 
Asia and the Pacific, 
both in the field 
and Head Office. 
He has worked on 
programs involved 
with integrated water 
resource management 
and has an abiding 
interesting in climate 
change, particularly the 
impacts on vulnerable 
communities. Phillip 
has worked for 
NGOs, humanitarian 
organisations, in the 
private sector and 
has owned his own 
business.

Two Maasai elders look out 
over their traditional lands in 

rural kenya, the landscape 
that Phillip walker works in 

on a daily basis.
Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/

Matthew Willman

We are offering a FREE pocket-sized Lenten reflections 
booklet. On this page and on page 10, you can get a preview 
of the imagery and content. Based on the biblical theme of 
shalom, the booklet is our gift to you, inviting you into your 
own journey of reflection on the Lenten road to Easter.

whAT IS lenT, And whAT dOeS IT hAVe TO dO 
wITh eASTeR?

Lent is the season 
in the Christian 
calendar when the 
focus turns to 
simple living, 
prayer, self-
examination, 
sacrifice and 
fasting in 

preparation for Easter. The specific 
observance of Lent varies throughout Christian 
denominations. 
For the Anglican Church, the 40 days of Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday and continues up to Holy Saturday, with Sundays 
excluded. 

The Bible does not mention the custom of Lent, although 
there are plenty of ‘40-day’ stories, including Moses on 
Mount Sinai and Jesus’ time in the wilderness. Often these 
stories highlight actions including humbling ourselves, self-
examination and being open to God.

Lent has traditionally focused on the idea of penitence 
and sacrifice in preparation for Easter. Underpinning this 
preparation is the biblical concept of shalom, which shows us 
that Jesus’ death and resurrection is part of God’s plan for the 
healing and renewal of all things, including ourselves, (have a 
look at Colossians 1:19-20 and 2 Corinthians 5:19-20).

Usually translated inadequately into English as ‘peace’, the 
biblical understanding of shalom is much broader. Shalom, as 
used by Jesus himself, captures the notion of human beings 
flourishing in healthy relationships at four levels – with God, 
ourselves, others and the world/creation. 

As we look at ourselves and our world, we see that these 
connections are often unhealthy and broken; seemingly 
beyond repair.

The Lent journey invites us to walk the journey of Jesus, the 
Saviour who bore the brokenness of these relationships, but 
whose life, death and resurrection declare that they can be 
healed. They will be made right again in the shalom of the 
Kingdom of God. 

It is this hope of Jesus’ resurrection that sustains us through 
Lent and allows us to reflect without despair.

whAT IS ShAlOM?

For the writers of the 
Old Testament, 
shalom was a 
communal state of 
well being in which 
everyone in the 
community enjoyed 
justice, righteousness, 
forgiveness, joy, 
abundance, and 

healing, all with the presence of God. It is the harmonious 
bringing together of God, humans, and all creation in justice, 
fulfilment, and right relationships.
The Christian gospel is an invitation to live in this new age of 
shalom right now. Imagine a world where everything was as 
God intended. This can be difficult when we constantly hear 
about violence, poverty and pain.

Questions for reflection
1. Do you agree that shalom involves God, us, each other and 

the whole of creation?
2. We tend to separate the presence of peace, justice and God 

from each other. Do you agree?
3. Where do you see shalom appearing in your own life and 

community?

OuR RelATIOnShIP wITh gOd

We often see God as 
someone “up there” 
who is distant and 
removed from the 
reality of life.
But what if we could 
have a connection 
with God? And what 
if that connection 
enabled us to live 

lives that had a ripple effect on the world around us. Our 
connection with God would then be personal and social, and 
would impact all around.
Our connection with God is more than just going to church, 
or reading the Bible. There are many and varied spiritual 
disciplines that people practice to connect with God.

Questions for reflection
1. What is your idea of God? How would you describe your 

connection with God?
2. What do you think a right connection, or relationship, with 

God looks like?
3. What practical steps could you take to deepen your 

relationship with God?

Preview: Lenten Reflections

Out of Africa
Our Africa Program Advisor Phillip Walker recently sat down 
for a chat with nils von kalm about our work in eastern and 
southern Africa.
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the Australian arm of the Military and Hospitaller 
Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem is a major 

donor to the work of the Spafford Children’s Centre.
The Order of Saint Lazarus is an order of 

chivalry with a history that can be traced back to 
the time of the crusades. Today it is an ecumenical 
Christian Order that emphasises Christian unity 
and helping and assisting “modern day lepers”. 

In addition to supporting the Spafford Centre 
through Anglican Overseas Aid, the Order supports 
other projects in Australia that provide help to the 
marginalised, homeless and disadvantaged, along 
with helping people affected by natural disasters. 

All Members of the Order are of Christian faith 
and committed to upholding the principles of 
Christianity. People who are not Christian can be 
associated with the Order as Companions.

Members come from a wide range of 
denominational backgrounds and professions, 

including clergy. Active members attend and 
support fundraising events, participate in 
ecumenical church services and support local 
branch activities. All members have a strong 
interest in supporting people who are marginalised 
and disadvantaged, and find in the Order like-
minded people who can work together to make a 
meaningful difference.

Potential new members of the Order are usually 
nominated and seconded by existing members, 
after which they go through the membership 
process. 

If you are interested in the work of the Order of St 
Lazarus, contact the Membership Convenor, Mr 
Michael Kirwan OLJ (m.m.kirwan@gmail.com or 
0417 080 014) or the Herald, Mr John Molnar KLJ 
OMLJ (johnsmolnar@gmail.com or 0412 578 242). 

In East Jerusalem, the Spafford Children’s 
Centre works with vulnerable and 
disadvantaged children who are often 

traumatised by the ongoing conflict in the region. 
We have been supporting this work, which reaches 
hundreds of children every year, since 2009.

Often such children withdraw and suffer from 
poor linguistic development and communication 
skills, which affects their ongoing development 
and education. The Centre uses a holistic approach 
to child health that responds to a child’s medical, 
psychological, social and educational needs.

Children in the special education program 
receive psychological testing, which enables 
staff to prepare individual programs of intensive 
treatment. These programs are often complemented 
with play therapy, speech therapy, social work and 

cultural activities. A large majority of children are 
re-integrated into the education system and their 
school performance is often improved.

The Spafford Children’s Centre was founded by 
American Bertha Spafford Vester. 

Bertha and her sister Grace came with their 
parents to Jerusalem from Chicago at a young age 
after their family suffered tragic losses. As a result 
of these losses, their father, Horatio Spafford, had 
been inspired to write the words to the well-known 
hymn It is well with my soul.

Bertha’s parents started a handicraft school for 
girls, and in 1925 Bertha started a Baby Home for 
abandoned children that later became a 60-bed 
children’s hospital, which over time evolved into 
the Spafford Children’s Centre.

creative response to trauma
A student at the Spafford 
children’s centre shows 
the results of some art 
therapy to a teacher.
Photo: Anglican Overseas Aid/
Alison Preston

Support for children that’s made to order

OuR RelATIOnShIP wITh  
OuRSelVeS

An honest look at 
our own lives reveals 
that our brokenness 
affects all of our 
relationships – with 
God, with each other 
and with creation. 
Christians believe 
that God is vitally 
interested in the 

reconciliation of all things.
An important aspect of shalom is the right relationship with 
our own self. This can be difficult to understand: it could 
involve our work-life balance; our mental and physical 
health; levels of physical fitness; our diet and sleep patterns; 
the stories we tell ourselves, and the state of our self-esteem. 
These will also have an impact on our relationships with God, 
others and the world around us. 

Questions for reflection
1. Can you identify any ways in which your relationship with 

yourself is ‘broken’?
2. Are there practical things you can do to improve your life, 

such as a change of habit, or taking time to be still?
3. Could any of these practical activities be used as a spiritual 

discipline, to glorify God? For example, a long daily walk 
could be used for prayer, as well as for getting fit.

OuR RelATIOnShIP wITh OTheRS
Part of the concept 
of shalom is the 
restoration of 
relationships with 
others and the 
community. 
Living in peace with 
others is something 
we long for. It is not 
just an absence of 

conflict in our communities; it is about actively looking out 
for others. Peace with our neighbours and loved ones allows 
us to be more peaceful inside ourselves. 
The Christian hope is for communities where all are 
welcomed, valued, and included. Obviously, our communities 
can be close to home, but they can also be in other parts of 
the world.

Questions for reflection
1. Think about your current relationships with family and 

friends.
2. What steps could you take to make things better for all?
3. How can you bring shalom to your wider community? 

What about talking to neighbours? Volunteering for a 
local organisation? Campaigning for the rights of others, 
including people living overseas?

OuR RelATIOnShIP wITh The wORld And  
cReATIOn

The natural 
environment is 
generally not 
something that 
comes to mind when 
we think of Lent. 
Shalom covers even 
this aspect of life too. 
It is very much about 
the flourishing of 

creation. This involves being a good steward over God’s 
creation, and also sharing with justice the resources of the 
world for the benefit of all. 

There is a lot to grieve about when we look at the physical 
world around us and the mismanagement of God’s bounty. 
Regardless of our own opinions concerning climate change, 
our relationship to the environment is linked to our 
relationship with each other, ourselves and God.

Questions for reflection
1. How is your relationship with creation ‘broken’?
2. Are there any practical ways in which you can give thanks 

for God’s creation? For example: picking up litter; planting 
a tree; growing your own food; helping a neighbour with 
their gardening.

3. Spend some time pondering creation during Lent, whether 
it be a sunset, a storm or the natural beauty of the landscape.

OuR RelATIOnShIPS RedeeMed
Jesus is the central 
point of the 
Scriptures. In his life, 
death and 
resurrection, shalom 
has come to us. Our 
relationship with 
God, ourselves, 
others and the 
creation are all 

renewed because of Jesus. This is the great Christian hope.
The Scriptures show the resurrection of Jesus as a foretaste of 
a new order where there will be no more tears, no more pain 
and no more death, where shalom will reign. The wonderful 
privilege of Lent and Easter is that we get to participate in 
working for shalom that will one day be fulfilled.

Questions for reflection
1. What thoughts or feelings come to mind when you think 

of the death and resurrection of Jesus?
2. Think of some acts of love you could perform for others 

during Lent.
3. Where do you find hope in the lead up to Easter?

Lenten Reflections (cont’d)

Order one copy for yourself, or multiple copies for your church, 
family, friends or community group. To make an order, contact 
us on aoa@anglicanoverseasaid.org.au or 1800 249 880. A pdf 

version is available at www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au
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Throughout 2015 we were increasingly 
busy visiting churches and community 
groups who want to know more about how 

they can be part of our vision for a peaceful, just 
and sustainable world. Most of these visits are to 
Anglican churches, but we also find other groups 
are keen to connect as well. 

In the 2015 calendar year we spoke to more 
than 1,000 people at 29 churches, most of them 
in Victoria, but invitations to travel more broadly 
across Australia are growing. 

In late November our Church and Community 
Engagement Co-ordinator, Nils von Kalm, travelled 
to Perth at the invitation of Father Steve Conway, 
the Rector at St Patrick’s in Mount Lawley, one 
of Perth’s inner suburbs. Nils took part in the 
inaugural Christmas Festival run by St Patrick’s, 
which was attended by more than 1,000 people, 
many of whom showed interest in the work of 
Anglican Overseas Aid.

During his week in Perth, Nils also met with 
various other clergy and spoke at two churches: St 
Michael’s Mount Pleasant, and St Nicholas’ Floreat 
Park.

Although connecting with churches and the 
community is the main focus of Nils’ role, other 
staff also get the opportunity to speak about our 
work. 

Towards the end of the year, Marketing and 
Communications Manager Brian Holmes gave the 
sermon at All Saints Mitcham, a Melbourne suburb, 
which was well received. Our CEO, the Reverend 

Dr Bob Mitchell, also spoke to a group at St Paul’s 
Manuka in Canberra. 

Just before Christmas, the chaplain at Moama 
Anglican Grammar School in southern NSW let 
us know that the students would be using their 
Christmas concert to raise money for our work. In 
the lead-up to the concert, our Communications and 
Policy Advisor, David Cook, travelled to Moama 
where he spoke to the school’s 800 students across 
a number of assemblies, which included letting 
them know about our work and how the money 
they raised would be used. David also met with the 
local Anglican priest, Reverend Wayne Sheean, 
resulting in plans for Nils to visit and speak to 
churches in Deniliquin and Moama during Lent. 
David’s visit was also featured in an article in the 
local newspaper, The Riverine Herald. 

Our schools engagement was also furthered by 
the success of our free Advent reflection booklet 
(see side panel for more details). Presbyterian 
Ladies’ College in Melbourne asked for 1,100 
copies to give to each of their students, and we 
were encouraged to receive a generous donation 
from the students just before Christmas.

During the year, we also received invitations 
to speak at the National Women’s Association of 
Victoria and at the Royal Commonwealth Society, 
and we finished the year by attending St Jude’s 
community Christmas carols in Carlton, a suburb 
in the inner-north of Melbourne, where we had a 
stand and promoted our work. 

Students from the Moama 
Anglican grammar School 
junior school perform at 
their christmas concert 
to raise money for 
Anglican Overseas Aid. 
Photo: Moama Anglican 
Grammar School

nils von kalm is our 
church and community 
engagement co-ordinator.

If you are interested in 
becoming part of  
Anglican Overseas 
Aid’s ambassador 
program or if you would 
like someone from 
Anglican Overseas Aid 
to speak to your church 
or community group, or 
encourage your school 
with fundraising efforts, 
please contact Nils von 
Kalm on nvonkalm@
anglicanoverseasaid.
org.au, or call on 1800 
249 880.

Les Böhm, an active member of St Paul’s 
congregation in Manuka, Canberra, has 
made supporting development his career 

over the past 40 years. He has brought this 
commitment to two specific roles in the Parish: 
the Carpenter’s Kids Program in Tanzania as 
the convener of the CKP Committee; and more 
recently through Anglican Overseas Aid. 

In October 2014, Bishop George Browning and 
Les Böhm from the Canberra-Goulburn Diocese 
were appointed as members of Anglican Overseas 
Aid. 

Anglican Overseas Aid then appointed Les as 
an Ambassador to be the Parish “champion” for 
issues of global poverty and injustice, specifically 
on behalf of the agency. In this new role Les aims 
to raise awareness of the plight of the poor in 
developing countries, to share Anglican Overseas 
Aid’s vision for a peaceful, just and sustainable 
world for all and to stimulate action within the St 
Paul’s Manuka community to do more to help those 
in need. 

The notices from Les in the pew sheets 
advertising the various emergency relief appeals to 
respond to natural disasters such as in Vanuatu and 
Nepal have raised both awareness and funds. 

“Emergency relief is important work and it is 
vital that we are aware of and able to respond in 
a timely manner with our prayers and financial 
support,” Les said. 

To give an insight into how the agency operates, 
Les, with the help of his wife Catherine, arranged 
the Anglican Overseas Aid Fork & Talk on Sunday, 
28 June, 2015. The Reverend Dr Bob Mitchell, 
CEO of Anglican Overseas Aid, spoke about the 
important work of his agency, including recent 
humanitarian emergencies. He also discussed some 
of the implications of the Australian government’s 
foreign aid policy, and its impact on the work of 
Australian NGOs. More than $1,000 was raised on 
the day to go to the Rapid Response Emergency 
Fund.

This is an edited version of an article 
that was published in the summer 2015 
edition of Community, the quarterly news 
magazine of St Paul’s, Manuka, and 
St David’s, Red Hill, in the Anglican 
Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn.

Advent booklet 
a success
In the lead-up to 
Christmas, we offered 
our Advent booklet, 
Toward Christmas: An 
Advent Reflection, as a 
free gift from Anglican 
Overseas Aid.

The booklet was 
far more successful 
than we could have 
imagined, with more 
than 11,000 copies 
sent out to churches 
and community groups 
across Australia. 

We have prepared 
a similar booklet for 
lent. you get can a 
preview on pages 7 and 
10 (the reverse pages 
of the pull-out poster), 
or you can view and 
download a pdf version 
from our website: www.
anglicanoverseasaid.
org.au

To order free copies 
of the Lent booklet, 
contact us on aoa@
anglicanoverseasaid.
org.au or 1800 249 880.

connecting with  
the community 

Our ambassador  
for peace and  
justice in Manuka



A renewed 
voice for 
justice 

Over four days they gathered to worship, 
pray, learn and then lobby our nation’s 
leaders in support of Australia playing 

its part in building a world free from poverty. In 
meetings with about 100 federal MPs and Senators 
they called for Australia to increase our aid 
contribution, do more to tackle climate change that 
harms the poor, and support the new global goals 
for sustainable development.

The Voices for Justice event also marked the 
public launch of Micah Australia, including its 
new logo and slogan ‘Do Justice Together’. Micah 
Australia is the successor to the Micah Challenge 
campaign, which over the past decade equipped 
Christians to help ensure Australia contributed 
its fair share to achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals by 2015. 

Anglican Overseas Aid is a proud member of 
this new chapter for Christian action on poverty.

Micah Australia’s National Co-ordinator Ben 
Thurley says the global context and national 
politics relating to poverty and sustainable human 
development have changed dramatically over the 
past decade and it has never been more important 
for Christians to be intentional and strategic in 

prayer and action for justice.
“As a coalition of church and Christian 

organisations from all denominations, Micah 
Australia is an invitation to all Australian 
Christians to share in God’s heart for justice, to 
raise a powerful voice for a world without extreme 
poverty and to do justice together,” said Mr 
Thurley.

Using prayer as a foundation for advocacy, the 
new campaign kicked off with candlelight prayer 
vigils across the country. 

Voices for Justice participants joined with 

Federal politicians, church leaders and local 
Canberra Christians in a reflective candlelit prayer 
vigil as the sun set over the lawns of Parliament 
House. Prayers were led by representatives from 
major denominations, including Anglican Bishop 
Stephen Pickard, Executive Director of the 
Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture.

Joining them in prayer were about 50 churches 
and groups across Australia. 

From 2016 onwards, Voices for Justice will 
also include events in other states to strengthen 
relationships with MPs and Senators, and to create 

more opportunities for involvement for people who 
might find travel to Canberra expensive or hard to 
fit into their diary. Details include:

18-21 June, Canberra | National Gathering
2-3 July, Brisbane | Queensland Training Event
16-18 July, Adelaide | South Australia Gathering

Micah Australia is a coalition of churches 
and Christian organisations, including 
Anglican Overseas Aid, raising a powerful 
voice for justice and a world free  
from poverty. For more information, visit: 
www.micahaustralia.org

In October 
2015, hundreds 
of Christians 
from every 
state and from 
many different 
denominations 
converged on 
Canberra for 
Micah Australia’s 
Voices for 
Justice 
gathering. 

The global ACT Alliance has welcomed the commitment to 
tackling climate change agreed on by world governments 
at the Paris summit in December, but also called for further 
action to close remaining loopholes and address the needs of 
the poorest people in the world.

Anglican Overseas Aid contributed to the Paris summit 
through its membership of the ACT Alliance. 

In the lead-up to the talks the ACT Alliance ran a global 
campaign and petition, Act Now for Climate Justice, which 
included many public events such as pilgrimages, walks and 
long-distance bicycle rides.

During the two-week long summit, ACT Alliance members 
were part of a joint faith-based delegation of more than 100 
people that also included members from the Lutheran World 
Federation and the World Council of Churches.

ACT Alliance members were able to hand petitions 
to significant players in the talks, including the President 

of France, Francois Hollande, who praised the efforts of 
campaigners and faith leaders. 

“The Paris agreement has delivered the universal Paris 
Accord and a support package,” said ACT Alliance global 
climate ambassador Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, from 
South Africa. “This is a milestone in the human story to tackle 
climate change and gives us hope for a climate friendly, 
resilient and more equitable future.”

“We are all part of Creation, and while we are thankful for 
this, we also need to acknowledge our responsibility to take 
care of the earth. This responsibility was given to us by God, 
and thus we, as faith groups around the world, need to lead 
the way.”

To find out more about the ACT Alliance’s involvement in 
the Paris climate change summit, go to: http://actclimate.
org/ and click on ‘right now’.
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An Eggs-
cellent idea 
for Easter
For many in the 
church, Lent is about 
a journey towards 
the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. 
For our friends at 
Stop the Traffik, it’s 
also a time to focus 
on how chocolate is 
produced.

In West Africa, 
boys as young as 8 
are trafficked from 
countries around 
Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory 
Coast) into growing 
the cocoa that may 
go into chocolate 
that is not certified 
as traffick-free by 
Fairtrade, UTZ or 
Rainforest Alliance. 

During Lent, 
Stop the Traffik will 
be asking Coles, 
Woolworths, Kmart, 
BigW and Target to 
double the range and 
amounts of certified 
chocolate Easter 
products in 2017 
than they have in 
2016. 

Find out more at: 
www.stopthetraffik.
com.au

Anglican bishop Stephen Pickard, 
executive director of the Australian 
centre for christianity and culture, 
leads a prayer at Micah Australia’s 

Voices for Justice prayer vigil in 
October. 

Photo: © Andy Francis

AcT Alliance acts now for climate change



donation details

q   I’d like to donate $________ as a one-off donation, or
q   I’d like to give $________ regularly, every month by Credit Card 
(Need more information first? Call us for Free on 1800 249 880)

Payment details 
I’d like to pay by:

q   Cheque (payable to Anglican Overseas Aid)

q   Credit Card      q   Visa      q   Mastercard      q   amex

Card Number:      __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Expiry Date: ___ / ___        CVV No:  ________________________

Name on Card: _________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________

Address details

Title: Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss / Other: __________________

First Name: ____________________________________________

Surname: ______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Suburb: _______________________________________________

State: _________________________Postcode:________________

Tel: ___________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________

Parish: ________________________________________________

Supporter No.: __________________________________________
Anglicord ABN 39 116 072 050 
Donations over $2 are tax-deductible. 
Your donation will be directed the Rapid Response 
Emergency Fund that allows us to support the work of 
our partners around the world.Please return to: PO box 389, Abbotsford, VIc 3067

Freecall: 1800 249 880   |   Fax: 03 9495 6891   
donate securely online: www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au
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Our Rapid Response Emergency Fund allows us to respond quickly 
when a disaster strikes. Donate now and help us to move people from 

no hope to knowing hope.
Donate online at www.anglicanoverseasaid.org.au,  

or call us on 1800 249 880


